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L o o k i n g  F o r  A  P l a c e  
T o S t r e t c h  Y o u r  W i n g s ?

Put Your Experience To Work In A Career That Makes a Difference

Are you looking for a way to apply your knowledge in 
a challenging and diverse work environment? Are you 
ready for a lifestyle change with attractive benefits in 
a continuous learning environment?
Transport Canada needs aviation safety specialists. 
Become part of a team that’s working to provide the 
safest air transportation system for Canada and 
Canadians.
Qualifications must include one or more o f  the following:
• airline transport pilot licence with a minimum of 

3000 flying hours
• engineering experience related to aviation safety 

or the development or certification of 
aeronautical products

• aircraft maintenance engineer licence with experience 
in a field related to civil aviation safety such as:
- aviation maintenance management
- aircraft maintenance program development 

and evaluation
- quality assurance systems and applications

These and other technical positions are available 
across Canada.

Set your life in an exciting new direction. Forward your 
application/resume, outlining your qualifications, to:

Transport Canada
External Recruitment Centre
Place deVille
330 Sparks Street
Tower C
Ottawa, ON
K IA 0 N 5

Fax:(613)990-1880 
On line: www.tc.gc.ca?jobs-a

If you require additional information
call 1-800-305-2059 or (613) 993-7284 (Ottawa-Hull)

Transport Canada is an equal opportunity employer.

Transport Transports 
Canada Canada
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A T T E N T I O N :
GOVERNORS 

AND CHAPTER CHAIRS 
To list your 99s events on this 
calendar page, send informa
tion to:

Carolyn Carpp
International Date
Coordinator
14401 NE 30 Place #24B
Bellevue, WA 98007
U.S.A.
Fax 425-861-9994 
cccarpp@compuserve.com

Please indicate the name and 
location of the event and the 
name, phone and fax numbers 
of the contact. Deadlines for 
info are: Dec. 9, Feb. 9, Apr. 9, 
June 9, Aug. 9 and Oct. 9.

FUTU RE  
WOMAN PILO T  
M EM BERSHIPS  

NOW AVAILABLE
The bylaw establishing a 

Future Woman Pilot mem
bership category passed at 
the 1999 Annual Meeting. 
To sign a student up, write 
“FWP” in the margin of the 
current Application for Mem
bership Form. A photo copy 
of the student’s medical cer
tificate  (or an equivalent 
document if non-U.S.), must 
be included.

M em bership dues are 
$20 per year, plus a $10 ini
tia tion fee the firs t year. 
FWP members may remain 
in this category for up to two 
years (the life of their stu
dent medical) and this time 
may be counted toward an 
Amelia Earhart Scholarship.

THE 99s MISSION 

STATEMENT

Promote world 
fellowship 

through flight.

Provide networking 
and scholarship 

opportunities for 
women and aviation 

education in the 
community.

Preserve the unique 
history o f women 

in aviation.

PERPETUAL CALENDAR

2000
F E B R U A R Y
18-21 — Pacific Coast Intercollegiate Flying Association
(PCIFA), Virginia Harmer, 909-987-0087

19 —  Mid-Atlantic Section Board Meeting, Manassas
Airport, Virginia. Marilyn Alderman,
marilynalderman @ cs.com

MARCH
2-5 — International Board of Directors Meeting,
International Headquarters, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

9-11 — International Women in Aviation Conference,
Memphis Cook Convention Center, Memphis, Tennessee. 
Jennifer Saddler Thomas. 740-452-6462 

12 — Annual Poker Run and BBQ, Rosamond Skypark 
(LOO), Rosamond, California. Sponsored by Antelope 
Valley Chapter. Elle Coussens, 661-948-5960 or 661-256- 
4357

18 — Northwest Section Winter Board Meeting,
Spokane, Washington. Betty Prakken, 503-266-7795

A P R I L
7-8 — Mid-Atlantic Section Meeting, Wilmington, 
Delaware. Mary Lou Hagan, wmquantril@erols.com

9-15 — Sun ’n Fun, Lakeland, Florida. Barbara Sierchio, 
727-347-8945

14-16 — South Central Section Meeting, Denver, 
Colorado. Mary Ducey, 303-501-4151

28-29 — Southeast Section Spring Meeting, Radisson 
Admiral Semmes Hotel (historic hotel), Mobile, Alabama. 
Hosted by the Alabama Chapter. Hilda Ray, 205-221-2518 
or e-mail hreray@bellsouth.net

29-5/1 — 2nd Fly-in and Elly-Beinhorn Trophy, Damme, 
Germany. Hosted by the German Section. Andrea Moeller, 
+49-6126-91212, fax +49-6126-988463 or e-mail 
german99s@t-online.de

TBA —  New England Section Meeting, Connecticut. 
Laurie Reeves, 860-434-2804

MAY
11-15 — Australian Women Pilots Association 50th 
Anniversary, Sydney, Australia. Lee McKerracher, 
Australian Section Governor, at e-mail 
leemac@ozemail.com.au

18-21 —  North Central Section Spring Meeting, Sheraton 
Suites, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Hosted by the Women With 
Wings Chapter. Co-chairmen are Mary Ann Abbott and 
Donna Moore, 330-832-8593

19-21 — Southwest Section Meeting, Reno, Nevada. 
Hosted by Reno High Sierra Chapter. Lynn Meadows, 
916-587-7281 or fax 530-587-3103

TBA —  NY/NJ Section Meeting, Buffalo/Niagra Falls, New 
York. Darla Richter, 716-652-0715

J U N E
20-23 — 2000 Air Race Classic, Tucson, Arizona, to 
Hyannis, Massachusetts, 520-721-0099

23-25 — Air Race Classic Terminus Festivities,
Hyannis, Massachusetts. Katharine Barr, 978-664-2636

24-25 — Evelyn Sharp Days 2000. Ord Nebraska. 
Chairman Judy Welniak, 308-728-5727 or e-mail Heloise 
Bresley at vcfarm@micrord.com

J U L Y
12-16 — THE NINETY-NINES INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE San Diego, California. Hosted by the 
Southwest Section. Susan Larson, 408-274-9152,
fax 408-274-9182, e-mail susanlarson@compuserve.com

24-8/05 — World Precision Flying Championships 
(WPFC), Sweden. Jody McCarrell, 870-642-2508 

26-8/01 — EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. Rita Adams, 847-913-0490

A U G U S T
24-27 — Northwest Section Meeting,
South Center Best Western, Seattle, Washington.
Hosted by Mt. Tahoma and Western Washington 
Chapters. Marilyn Moody, 360-678-6341

S E P T E M B E R
15-17 — South Central Fall Section Meeting,
Sheraton Old Towne, Albuquerque, New Mexico. Hosted
by the Albuquerque Chapter. Anna Taylor, 505-898-4987
or e-mail anna@taylor-nm.com

22-24 — Southeast Section Meeting, Clearwater
Beach Hilton, Clearwater, Florida. Jeanne Burklund,
727-791-0035

O C T O B E R
9-13 — Powder Puff Derby Convention, Resorts 
Casino Hotel, Atlantic City, New Jersey. Clarice Bellino 
or Barbara Evans, 4307 Quail Run Lane, Danville, CA 
94506, phone 925-736-1795

13-15 — Southwest Section Meeting, Monterey Beach 
Hotel, Monterey California. Hosted by Monterey Bay 
Chapter. Contact Pamela O'Brien, 831-658-0500 or e- 
mail dobpob@compuserve.com. Website: 
www.montereybay99s.org/sectionmeeting.html

10-12 — NBAA Annual Meeting and Convention,
New Orleans, Lousiana

20-21 —  Florida 400 Air Race, Albert Whitted Airport 
(SPG), St. Petersburg, Florida to Florida Keys and back 
to Albert Whitted. Sponsored by Florida Suncoast 
Chapter. Cheryl Finke, 727-581-3987 or e-mail 
cfinke@tampabay.rr.com

20-22 —  AOPA Expo, Long Beach, California 

TBA —  NY/NJ Section Meeting. Hudson Valley, New 
York. Susan Sullivan-Bisceglia, 914-462-4622

N O V E M B E R
6-8 — 3rd World Aviation Education and Safety 
Congress, Khatmandu, Nepal. Sponsored by India 
Section. Chanda Budhabatti, 520-326-4597 or 
e-mail chandab@azstarnet.com

2001
MAY
4-6 —  Southwest Section Meeting, Queen Mary, Long 
Beech, California, Hosted by the Long Beach Chapter. 
Mary Jane McNeil, 562-430-5442 or e-mail 
mjmcneil @ earthlink.net

J U L Y
17-22 — The Ninety-Nines International Conference,
The Westin Hotel, Calgary, Alberta, Canada

25-31 — EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh, Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin. Rita Adams, 847-913-0490

2002
J U L Y
16-21 — The Ninety-Nines International Conference,
Kansas City and Atchison, Kansas

In 2003, the 99s Conference will be held in Kitty 
Hawk, North Carolina, and in 2004 in Long Island, 
New York. Dates to be announced.
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The nam e L ouise T haden probably  con ju res up 

thoughts o f  the 1929 race from  Santa M onica, 
C alifo rn ia , to  C leve land , O hio , w here  the lad ies 
cooked up the idea o f  a group o f  w om en pilo ts band

ing together for m utual support. Perhaps you recall 
that Louise won the 1936 Bendix Race w ith Blanche 
N oyes and w as aw arded the Harmon Trophy.

You probably  also  know  that A m elia  E arhart 

w as ou r first e lec ted  P resident, but d id  you know  
she w as not elected  until 1931? A nd did you know  
that L ouise T haden. serving as o u r first Secretary, 
w as the g lue that held the o rganization  together dur
ing the first couple  o f  years?

U pon unearth ing these bits o f  history, o u r cu r
rent Secretary, E laine M orrow, decided  to nam e our 
m arvelous new  com puter-based  m anagem ent infor

m ation system , “L ou ise .”
T hanks to E laine’s expertise and countless hours 

o f  dedicated w ork, we are ready to  face the new  cen 

tury. She selected , acquired  and installed  the hard 
w are and softw are, developed  and  co nverted  the 
database, and trained  o u r H eadquarters s ta ff  and 

volunteers.
W hat’s so terrific  about the new  system ? To put 

things in p roper con tex t, it is im portant to under
stand that w ith the old system , any  change  required  
costly program m ing by an outside vendor. It w as 

expensive, cum bersom e and tim e-consum ing, so  we 
m ade only the m ost essen tial changes. N ow, w ith 
“L ouise,” w e are able to access m em bersh ip  records 
by any field  on the app lication  form  w ithou t a ss is

tance and w ill be able to produce m uch m ore in for

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
“Louise ” —  Ninety-Nines Headquarters 
new management information system
BY BEV SHARP

m ative reports m uch easier.
For exam ple, from  now  on. the m onthly m em 

bersh ip  report to  C hap ters and  Sections w ill in
clude addresses and phone inform ation along w ith 

renew al data. We can prepare ad  hoc reports in a 
m atter o f  m inutes. We can also  add fields to  the 

database  as needed.
T he roster portion o f  o u r M em bersh ip  D irec

tory  w ill com e d irectly  from  the m em bersh ip  d a 
tabase, thus avo id ing  the m ultitude o f inaccurate 
listings in the last volum e. We can produce our 
ow n m em bersh ip  form s and cards, thus reducing 
o u r costs fo r pre-prin ted  m aterials.

T he system  prov ides au tom atic  backup  and 
produces au tom atic  transactions for seam less in

terface d irectly  w ith o u r accounting  system .
T he m em bership  archive databases w ere cre

ated in Lotus N otes/D om ino w hich m eans reliabil

ity, security, ease o f  use and ease in m odification.
T hese  changes m ay seem  obscure to  you, but 

believe me, they will affect each and every  m em 
ber w ith im proved  service.

T hank  you, E laine. W ith you and “L ou ise,” I 
am  confiden t w e are in good hands.

— B lue skies a n d  ta ilw inds , B ev

Beverley Sharp

"LOUISE"

The hardware consists 
of a Compaq NT server 
and three Windows 98 
workstations with a full 
complement of Microsoft 
Office and Small 
Business tools—all 
communicating via an 
Ethernet network, plus a 
Hewlett Packard network 
printer, scanner, CD- 
ROM creator, and a 
presentation monitor for 
use at meetings.

"The new computer 
system is already making 
our work easier at Head
quarters. It's so nice to 
be able to look up mem
ber information at one of 
several locations. The 
ease with which we are 
able to update member 
information is fantastic."

— Lu Hollander 
Executive Director

International Secretary Elaine Morrow inserts a The new system allows accountant Lisa Spencer to
network card in the 99s Museum o f  Women Pilots CPU update a m em ber’s records as she is speaking with her.
during a recent working visit to Headquarters.

N E W  E-M A IL  
A D D R E S S  FO R  

99s H E A D Q U A R T E R S

IHQ99s@cs.coni



ELECTION 2000

CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE

P R E S ID E N T 

Carolyn C. Carpp, Western Washington 

Vicki Lynn Sherman, Florida Spaceport

V ICE P R E S ID E N T 

Jo d y  McCarrell, Oklahoma

S E C R E TA R Y  

Mary W under, Eastern Pennsylvania

TR E A S U R E R  

Elizabeth Lundin Jogtich
Greater Seattle

B O A R D  O F  D IR E C TO R S  

Mardell Haskins, Las Vegas Valley 

Diane Pirman, Santa Maria Valley

N O M INATIN G C O M M ITTE E  

Jun e Mills Benson
West Canada Section 

Lois Erickson, Southwest Section 

Gayl Henze, Mid-Atlantic Section 

Elaine Morrow, North Central Section 

Anna Taylor, South Central Section

99S E N D O W M E N T FU N D  T R U S T E E  

Ju d y  Bolkem a-Tokar, North Jersey 

Hilda Ray, Alabama

99S M USEUM  O F  
W O M EN  P IL O TS  T R U S T E E  

Lisa Cotham, New Orleans 

Gene Nora Jessen, Idaho 

Anita Lewis, Utah

Lori Robishaw, San Fernando Valley

Susie Sewell, Oklahoma

C .J . Strawn, Palms

Claire Walters, Palms

Verna West, Santa Clara Valley

A M ELIA  E A R H A R T 
B IR TH P L A C E  M USEUM  

Chairman 
Marilyn Copeland, Northeast Kansas

Trustee 
Kay Alley, Kansas 

Virginia Colbert, Northeast Kansas 

Lois Feigenbaum , Cape Girardeau Area 

Jennifer Havens, Greater Kansas City

A M ELIA  E A R H A R T M EM O R IAL 
S C H O L A R S H IP  FU N D  T R U S T E E  

Jacqueline Boyd, Golden Triangle 

Michelee Cabot. Eastern New England

The Nominating Committee presents the following candidates whose names will appear on the ballots 
mailed to all members on February 1. Ballots must be postmarked no later than May 1. Due to the large 
number o f  candidates and space limitations in the 99 NEWS, position statements have been limited to 100 
words, except fo r  the candidates fo r  President. Candidates’ statements o f up to 500 words originally 
submitted to the Nominating Committee can be reviewed on the 99s web site.

— Joyce Wells, Nominating Committee Chairman

C A N D ID A TES FO R PRESID EN T

CAROLYN C. CARPP

For President
TO BE A CANDIDATE for International President 
o f The Ninety-Nines, Inc. is a challenge and honor. I 
take this opportunity seriously 
and hope to continue to serve the 
family o f friends I have com e to 
love over the years. W riting this 
position statement has caused me 
to read and to reflect upon my 
statem ents in the previous elec
tions. W hen I first ran for the of
fice o f International Director, I 
prom ised Com m itm ent, Caring Carolyn C. Carpp 

and Communication. These three 
‘C” words remain essential to me as are the three “P” 
words in our mission statement: Promote, Provide and 
Preserve. Together they represent my goals for the of
fice o f President.

I prom ise my continued com m itm ent as som e
one who can be defined as a “grassroots” member. I 
am a private pilot with a passion for flying that has 
translated into sincere devotion toward the Ninety- 
Nines. Reading and hearing about the incredible ac
complishments o f our members makes me feel ex
tremely humble.

My aviation accom plishments have been mostly 
in working with young people to inspire a love o f 
flying and with my C hapter and Section. I do hon
estly care about our mem bers, which is sim ilar in my 
profession as a teacher where I care and believe in 
each and every student. I have learned to listen to 
individuals, help them  set goals and achieve their 
dreams. These are skills needed to be your President.

Better com m unication is a goal for all o f us, and 
I will make every effort to increase positive com m u
nication. As Past G overnor o f the Northw est Section, 
I believe in the pow er o f the Council o f Governors 
as a two-way com m unication tool between the Board 
and the Sections. Serving as a m em ber o f our Publi
cations Com m ittee and Chairm an o f the Long Range 
Planning project, I know we have just begun to tap 
the resources that will provide im proved com m uni
cation. I am a strong supporter o f technological ad
vances and believe the new com puter system at Head
quarters, use o f the Internet, as well as our regular

VICKI LYNN SHERM AN

For President
VICKI LYNN SHERM AN says it’s been a privilege to 
serve the N inety-Nines in a variety o f offices from Chap
ter to International level. Her love 
for aviation has inspired her to par
ticipate in many other aviation-ori
ented organizations, beginning with 
serving as the first woman on the 
DeLand Aviation Advisory Board, 
becom ing  v ice chairm an  befo re 
m oving out o f  the city. She has 
served on the Board o f Visitors o f 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer
sity in Daytona Beach for almost 20 
years, has been active in Civil Air Patrol since 1974, and is 
currently captain and commander of her Squadron.

Since the FAA Accident Prevention Program began 
in 1991, Vicki has been an accident safety counselor. She 
currently serves on the FAA’s Speaker’s Bureau and the 
FAA Production Crew. She was president o f the Florida 
Race Pilots Association (The Great Southern Air Race), 
has been a judge there and also judged for the Air Race 
Classic and NIFA.

These com m itm ents have deepened her appreciation 
o f aviation and for pilots, but her service to the Ninety- 
Nines is the most rewarding. She was Vice Chairm an and 
then Chairm an o f the Florida Spaceport C hapter from 
1988-1992. Between 1992 and 1997 she was the South
east Section’s Treasurer, Vice G overnor and Governor, 
serving as the Council o f G overnor’s Spokesperson (1996- 
97). Vicki strongly supports the Council o f Governors 
and the principal that governors be invited to speak to 
questions at International Board meetings.

Vicki has been an International D irector since 1997, 
sitting on several comm ittees, including the International 
N ominating Com m ittee and Personnel Study Com m it
tee. She has also served continuously on the International 
Finance Committee both as a member o f the Council of 
Governors and then as an International Director since 1996.

Vicki holds ratings for Single and Multi-engine, CFII. 
Ground Instructor, G lider Instructor, and ATP. She is an 
active real estate broker, president/ow ner o f Rainbow 
Realty o f DeLand, Inc. and president/owner of Aero Sup
plies & Express, Inc., in Daytona Beach.

Vicki says, “I greatly appreciate the opportunities

Vicki Lvnn Sherman



Carolyn C . Carpp, con't. V ick i Lynn Sherm an, con't.

publications, will assist us to meet the goals we have set in this area.
As a member o f the International Board for the past seven years, 

1 have eagerly devoted my time and energies to Prom oting, Provid
ing and Preserving our unique heritage as N inety-Nines. I plan to 
continue on our present path of reinstating responsible financial m an
agement. I offer to you a person who is known for her positive atti
tude, with the ability to organize materials and clarify information. 
W hile working as a negotiator in the arts community, I have devel
oped many interpersonal skills that will be valuable to the office of 
President.

A new book by a prom inent educational leader in the Seattle 
area defines leading: “Leading means inspiring and not com m and
ing. Leading means loving the people you lead and communicating a 
vision of where you can go together.” I wish to be your leader and pledge 
my personal best if elected to the office o f President.

that I’ve had within The N inety-Nines and other aviation organizations. 
The experience o f serving in various offices and com m ittees will be a 
valuable resource as President. We are a very unique organization, ca
pable o f  using our special perspective of aviation to support and protect 
the aviation environm ent and to ensure the vitality o f the aviation world. 
We are the guardians o f the past history o f  women pilots even as we 
create new history.

“Presenting a ‘Cockpit C ool’ Sem inar at Sun 'n  Fun, taking young 
students for first airplane rides, getting together at Section and Interna
tional meetings... there are so many rewards being a 99. We must ensure 
the future organization by maintaining a positive im age and by attract
ing and retaining members worldwide. We must protect the viability o f 
our organization by being stewards o f the resources we have and by 
controlling budget and financial issues. I understand the commitment 
that is required to serve as President o f The N inety-Nines, Inc., and I 
would proudly serve as President o f our wonderful organization.”

C A N D ID A TES FO R O FFIC ER S A N D  D IR EC TO R S

Jody McCarrell

JODY M cCARRELL  
For Vice President

I FEEL I AM A REAL TEAM player and have 
represented all of you to the best of my ability as 
International Treasurer. We 
now have an in-house ac
counting system and have 
held to a tight budget plan.
As your vice president, I 
can continue to support 
these efforts.

I have been a 99 for 
more years than I can 
count, serving at many lev
els, including being named one of the first four 
women judges for Federatiion Aeronautique 
Internationale.

One of the things I have brought to the Board 
is a feeling of trust from the membership. My goal 
for our future is to keep growing.

MARY W UNDER  
For Secretary

I HAVE SERVED The 99s for the past three years 
as Director. I am committed to strengthening our 
organization at the 
grassroots level because our 
member, and those we mo
tivate to join us are the life 
blood of the organization.
It is vital that the Board be 
aware of members’ needs, 
that we stay focused on our 
Mission and that we work 
to inspire the chapter mem
bership committees to be more active with the sup
port of the Board.

Mary Wunder

In return for your vote, I offer you my time 
and my dedication to The 99s to promote and en
courage women pilots by continuing to serve on 
the Board of Directors.

ELIZABETH LUNDIN JO G TICH  
For Treasurer

FINANCIAL STABILITY and accountability 
to our members are critically important issues 
for our organization. My 
entire professional life 
has been spent managing 
money, achieving long- 
range financial goals and 
finding solutions to fi
nancial problems without 
jeopardizing future finan
cial security.

As a m em ber o f  the 
Finance Com m ittee for 
the past two years, I have assisted the Trea
surer in transferring our financial records into 
Q uick Books. I have been involved in prepar
ing the financial statem ents for the annual 
meeting and budgets for the com ing year.

It is my goal as Treasurer to provide quar
terly financial reports to the Board o f D irec
tors and the mem bers.

M ARDELL HASKINS  
For Director

A M EM BER SINCE 1980, I have served at 
all levels o f the organization. A current Direc
to r on the International Board serving as liai
son to the Advertising, Awards, M erchandis
ing, Trade Shows, Public Relations, Publica
tions and NIFA Committees. Under these com 

Elizabetli Lundin 
Jogtich

Mardell Haskins

mittees, a new advertis
ing catalogue is being 
developed, our PR pack
age has been updated 
and  a PR v id eo  o b 
tained.

To foster closer ties 
w ith our International 
Sections, a Pen Pal-Key 
Pal and V acation Ex
change Program with our international members 
has been instigated. Lastly, our current project 
is to improve the roster and try to find a way to 
help fund the cost o f both the 99NEWS and the 
roster.

DIANE PIRM AN  
For Director

DIANE PIRMAN SERVED as Southwest Sec
tion Secretary from 1994-1996, as Vice G ov
ernor from 1996-1997 
and as G overnor from 
1997-2000. Diane is a 
single- and multiengine
rated CFII. She favors 
fly ing  no h igher than 
1,000 feet AGL (prefer
ably from coast to coast) 
in her Cessna 172, en
joys air racing and plans 
to do a lot more flying 
“before the parts start to fall off.”

She says, “ I believe that when women pi
lots can see that The 99s will augment their 
enjoym ent o f aviation and help them achieve 
their aviation goals, they will gravitate to our 
organization.”

Diane Pirman



JUNE MILLS BENSON 
For Nominating Committee

FOR YEARS AS A 9 9 ,1 have been also active in 
flying clubs, COPA, aerospace medicine and 
RCAFA. Through Chap
ter, Section meetings, etc., 
but also through my news
letters that I have penned, 
being mindful of the shar
ing of up-to-date knowl
edge, as well as interest
ing facts.

My recent two years 
as G overnor broadened 
my understanding, along 
with input to the Board 
and output to all our mem
bers. Along with visits to Helsinki and England, 
this has helped to uphold our philosophy and aims 
to international tenantry.

LOIS ERICKSON 
For Nominating Committee

AS WE LOOK FORWARD to the new millen
nium, the responsibility of the Nominating Com
mittee will be to continue 
working together to seek 
out potential candidates 
for the elective positions 
which occur each year.

We must encourage 
those members in whom 
we, as individual 99s, rec
ognize the potential tal
ent, experience and exper
tise to fill a given post. It 
has been my privilege to 
serve as Southwest Section Governor as well as

International Secretary, Vice President, President 
and Immediate Past President.

I believe 1 am well qualified to be a mem
ber of the International Nominating Committee 
for the 2000-2002 term.

GAYL HENZE 
For Nominating Committee

IN 20 YEARS with the 99s, I have held all East
ern Pennsylvania Chapter offices. Serving as Vice 
Governor and Governor 
twice of the Mid-Atlantic 
Section gave me the op
portunity to get to know 
99s from  all over the 
world. By attending Sec
tion meetings, I have seen 
how important the elected 
officers are to the health 
of the Chapters, Sections 
and the International orga
nization. I was Chairman 
of the International Elections Committee and 
have worked on the International Bylaws Com
mittee. I would like to contribute to the organiza
tion by encouraging qualified and dedicated can
didates committed to the membership to run for 
International leadership.

ELAINE MORROW  
For Nominating Committee

SINCE JOINING IN 1986, I have served the 
Minnesota Chapter in all elective offices and on 
just about every Chapter committee, plus numer
ous Section and International committees. I am 
the 1998-99 North Central Secretary and Inter
national Secretary,

Since the FAA medical regulations changed

recently for diabetics, I 
was unable  to get my 
medical by the deadline to 
file for Board office. If 
elected to the Nominating 
Committee, I would use 
my experience and con
tacts at the Chapter. Sec
tion  and In ternational 
level to recruit candidates 
who will w ork hard to Elaine Morrow 
keep our organization pro
gressing efficiently and effectively into the new 
millennium.

ANNA TAYLOR 
For Nominating Committee

1 JOINED THE 99s in 1987 and have been active 
at the Chapter, Section and International level. Our 
organization has grown in 
numbers and also com 
plexity and diversity since 
1929.1 am dedicated to the 
belief that our Board of Di
rectors should represent 
our diversity with charac
ter, ethics and vision.

If e lec ted  to the 
Nominating Committee,
I’ll seek the most qualified 
candidates whose charac
ter includes fairness, honesty, professionalism, 
open communication and, above all. integrity.

I consider the Nominating Committee a 
year-round commitment of effort to find candi
dates who are willing to offer their expertise and 
experience to responsibly serve the 99s and hon
orably uphold our public image.

June Milts Benson

GayI Henze

Anna Taylor

C A N D ID A TES FO R 99s EN D O W M EN T FU N D  TRUSTEE

HILDA RAY 
For Trustee

I HAVE SERVED as a Trustee for the Ninety-Nines 
Endowment Fund for two years and currently seek elec
tion to a second term. We are beginning to see real 
growth in the fund now, and with careful leadership, 
we intend to grow the fund to a point where it can help 
to support 99s activities and keep us from having to 
raise dues to cover the expenses of the organization.

I have been an active 99 for 28 years, and have 
attended many International Conventions and many 
Southeast Section meetings. I have held every office in my Chapter and am 
currently the Southeast Section Vice Governor.

1 love to fly and to help promote aviation activities. I am a member of 
AOPA and EAA, and although family circumstances have prevented me 
from going to Oshkosh, I hope to get there someday.

Hilda Ray

JUDY BOLKEMA-TOKAR  
For Trustee

I HAVE MANAGEMENT, computer design and in
vestment skills. Since 1990,1 have served the North 
Jersey Chapter and the NY/NJ Section as an officer 
for five terms. I have served in support positions at 
annual conventions. I have worked with The Ninety- 
Nines Endowment Fund since 1996.

I believe this organization must have a firm fi
nancial base. We need a steady income other than 
dues. The Ninety-Nines Endowment Fund is the '  0 emc,~ 
answer. Tokar

The fund is growing and I wish to continue as a trustee to help the 
fund develop into an asset we can all be proud to own.



LISA COTHAM 
For Trustee

AS A FORMER MUSEUM Director, I reorga
nized an aviation museum that was destroyed in 
a hurricane: exhibit de
sign/fabrication, educa
tional programs, public 
relations. During my ten
ure, the museum experi
enced record donations, 
attendance and gift shop 
sales— and received its 
first two grants.

We m ust keep 
our M useum  v ib ran t, 
seeking women aviators 
whose achievements are tomorrow’s history and 
continue the tremendous work of The 99s in ful
filling this dream.

1 can help expand our affiliation and coop
eration with other museums through my knowl
edge of and contacts in the museum industry. I 
will help pursue museum assessment grants and 
national museum accreditation.

GENE NORA JESSEN 
For Trustee

MY INTENSE IN TEREST in the museum 
project evolved from volunteering for a solid two 
years in the 1970s, com
piling and writing The 99s 
history. From that founda
tion came The Resource 
Center with archives, li
brary. oral history collec
tion, some film and a small 
museum of artifacts and 
co llections, w hich I 
chaired  fo r nearly  20 
years.

The new headquar
ters building was built 
with a second story shell anticipating a future ex
panded museum, now completed. Though we’ve 
opened the doors, much work lies ahead to es
tablish a recognized aviation museum. New blood 
is a must, and my wish is to serve only one term 
under the new trustee structure.

ANITA LEWIS 
For Trustee

IT HAS BEEN my pleasure to serve as interim 
chairperson for the 99s Museum. It was my re
sponsibility to organize 
and implement the wishes 
of the Board of Trustees.
T ogether, we accom 
p lished  an im possib le  
task. Opening the Mu
seum was exciting, scary, 
exhilarating and frustrat
ing, a little like learning to 
fly. My professional expe
rience has been mainly in 
sales and marketing and

public relations, and I worked the in archival li
brary in college.

My volunteer life has been bountiful, includ
ing Camp Fire Girls, a geology and mining mu
seum, a small aviation museum, and fund-rais
ing for cystic fibrosis and other organizations. 
My 99s jobs have been everything from Chapter 
chair to NW Section governor. I believe that suf
ficient funding from outside the organization is 
critical to its success and I will work to accom
plish that goal.

LORI ROBISHAW 
For 1Yustee

THE 99S DID a yeoman’s job in creating a beau
tiful museum and raising the funds to build it. 
Now we m ust he lp  it 
grow and prosper. We are 
so few in number, and it’s 
up to us to make sure that 
our past is remembered 
and preserved.

I consider myself a 
management generalist 
w ith ex p ertise  in 
fundraising, m arketing 
and public relations, fi
nancia l m anagem ent, 
planning and advocacy, 
all o f which I believe can be helpful to the 
Museum's efforts.

I’d be pleased to be in a position to share 
my skills and help develop a sound operating plan 
for this very worthy endeavor.

SUSIE SEWELL 
For Trustee

THE 99S MUSEUM of Women Pilots is one of 
our most exciting accomplishments! As an ap
pointed trustee, I served 
the museum as its trea
surer, he lp ing  set the 
course for fiscal respon
sibility of funds raised to 
complete the museum, a 
historical treasure.

I wish to continue 
serving as a trustee to help 
meet demands of further 
developm ent. Member- Susie Sewell 
ship support, however, is 
still needed. Additional funds will be sought 
through grants to operate the museum as an edu
cational tool as well.

My background: Past International Presi
dent, Vice President, Board member, AEMSF 
Trustee, Museum Trustee, Insurance Chairman, 
Headquarters volunteer. Business: Aviation man
agement, accounting and insurance.

C.J. STRAWN 
For Trustee

THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME for The 99s or
ganization and I am privileged to be a part of the

Lisa Cotham

Gene Nora Jessen

Anita Lewis

W f
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creation of the 99s Mu
seum of Women Pilots.

As architect and de
signer of the museum, it 
has been a challenge— 
m eeting the deadlines, 
staying within budget and 
designing plus supervising 
from my California home 
base. It is my goal to com
plete and refine the inte
rior and then move to the exterior where I have 
plans for a gazebo, walk of wings and memorial 
gardens.

As Director, I will continue to support the 
museum’s progress and plan for its future, as well 
as stressing the need for money and memorabilia.

CLAIRE WALTERS 
For Trustee

I WILL REPRESENT the wishes of the mem
bership and will oversee the proper use of the 
funds that will be pro
vided to the museum in 
the future.

I plan to continue to 
raise money for the mu
seum as I have for the past 
four years. My heart is to
tally with The 99s and the 
preservation of our his
tory. I w ill w ork con 
stantly in the future as I 
have in the past for the 
good of The 99s, as they have been an important 
part o f my life. I am committed to serving the 
organization with dedication and honor.

VERNA WEST 
For TYustee

HOME NEAR SAN FRANCISCO. Pilot and 99 
since 1965. Taught by WASP Patricia Thomas 
Gladney. Early 70s most 
Chapter offices. 1972-78 
Secretary, Vice Governor,
G overnor, Section .
USPFT Council 1982-87, 
to N orw ay w ith team .
N om inating Comm ittee 
1988-90. R ew rite  By- 
Laws 1991-92

AWTAR Credentials 
1972-77. AE Peak climb 
1987; Air Space America 
San Diego 1988; Environmental monitoring Oce
anic Society 1980s.

Attended more than 50 Section Meetings, 17 
C onventions, including H awaii, A ustralia, 
Vancouver. Photographed many conventions, air 
races, air shows and have thousands of photos of 
women pilots. Chairman Archives in OKC 1994- 
96. Section Historian since 1982, records begin
ning 1932.

Experienced, willing and able to serve.

#

Verna West

'

Claire Walters

C.J. Strawn



MARILYN COPELAND 
For Chairman

NINETY-NINE SINCE 1962. Served as Chapter 
Chairman; Section Governor; International Head
quarters Chairman (helped 
found two headquarters 
buildings, and Int. 501 
(c)(3); International Con
vention C o-C hairm an,
1971, 1988, 2002; Three 
World Aviation Congress 
Boards; International 
President 1992-1994.

Co-owner/manager, 
a irp lane  dea le rsh ip s , Marilyn Copeland 
C opeland  A irport,
Wichita, Kansas. Presently Piper Saratoga owner 
with Private, Instrument, 3,900 hours. Flew 10 
Powder Puff Derbys, two Air Race Classics, the 
Angel Derby and Shangri La Grand Prix.

Co-chairman, Amelia Earhart 100th Birth
day Festival; past president. Auxiliary of the 
American Dental Association.

Has successfully led the Amelia Earhart 
Birthplace Museum restoration and fund-raising 
efforts since 1994 as Chairman.

She has served in many aviation organiza
tions including the Kansas Pilots Association, 
Kansas Aviation Museum and Kansas Aviation 
Advisory Committee.

Kay is quoted as saying, “I believe in the 
important mission of helping the AEBM grow 
into a nationally recognized historical museum.” 

Kay joined the Kansas Chapter in 1976.

VIRGINIA COLBERT 
For Trustee

VIRGINIA HAS BEEN A member of The 99s 
since 1983. She has been active in Chapter of
fices, Section m eetings 
and many events.

The Colberts own a 
plumbing supply business.
Virginia worked for Kan
sas State University, setting 
up the Aviation Depart
ment. Much of her life has 
been spent serving in vol
unteer work.

Virginia has a true Virginia Colbert 
interest in the heritage and 
history of Amelia Earhart. She would like the op
portunity to serve as Trustee of the Amelia Earhart 
Birthplace Museum. She is advantageously geo
graphically located to attend the meetings and 
hopes to give her time and talents toward this 
project.

LOIS FEIGENBAUM  
For Trustee

PAST INTERNATIONAL President; Chairman, 
Cape Girardeau Area Chapter; first Headquarters 
Chairman, 1969; appointed by President Nixon 
to serve on FAA Women’s Advisory Committee 
on Aviation, Co-chairman, 1975; first woman to 
receive Laurence P. Sharpies Award, 1979; ap
pointed Midwest Regional Representative for

AOPA, 1980; na tional 
chairman, USPFT. 1981; 
world chairman, WPFT,
1985; asked by President 
Reagan’s transition team 
to accept FAA Assistant 
Deputy Administrator for 
Airports. (She declined, 
m eant separation  from  
family.) Listed in “W ho’s 
W ho in A viation  and 
Aerospace” ; special aviation advisor to Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 1994; serves NAA Se
lection Committee, Katherine Wright Memorial 
Award; Chairman, 99s Election Procedures Com
mittee; current Trustee, AEBM.

JENNIFER HAVENS 
For Trustee

HAS OVER 14 YEARS providing business con
sulting and proven ability to implement effec
tive solutions for clients.

Is passionate about 
aviation. Has accumulated 
500 logged hours and cur
rently preparing for her 
Commercial checkride. Is 
a m em ber o f the local 
Chapter and also a mem
ber o f Wings Over Mid- 
America, Inc., A ir Care 
Alliance, Women in Avia
tion , Save-A -C onn ie ,
EEA, Air Race Classic.

Non-aviation related organizations include 
Ewing M. Kaufmann Fund for Greater Kansas 
City, coalition for Community Collaboration.

Formal education includes masters of busi
ness administration, bachelor of science and con
tinuing maters work.

Lois Feigenbaum

Jennifer Havens

CA N D ID A TES FO R AEM ELIA EA RH ART M EM O RIAL SC H O LA R S H IP  FU N D  TRUSTEE

JACQUELINE BOYD 
For Trustee

I HAVE BEEN A MEMBER of The Ninety-Nines,
Inc. since receiving my private pilot’s license in 1975.
I have been a member of the Nebraska Chapter, the 
Mid-Tennessee Chapter and currently the Golden 
Triangle Chapter. I currently serve on the AEMSF 
Board of Trustees as the Research Scholar Grant 
Chairman.

1 believe that the Amelia Earhart Memorial 
Scholarship is one of the finest scholarship opportu
nities available for women in aviation. My continu
ing goal as a Trustee is to maintain success and foster the expansion of 
scholarship opportunities for all 99s.

MICHELEE CABOT 
For Trustee

ACTIVE 99 SINCE 1978; commercial, instrument,
SEL, gliders, with 3,350 hours. Governer NE Sec
tion ’94-’96. Av-Safety, Nominating and ENE Schol
arship Committees (fund-raiser, judge). Current Di
rector Section Board. ARC ’91.

G.A. involvement: Director Aero Club of New 
England (est. 1902), scholarship comm ittee and 
newsletter editor-in-chief. Air Safety Foundation’s 
“Hat in the Ring" Society. AirLifeLine pilot. Sport: 
past L-19 tow pilot, Greater Boston Soaring. Avia
tion Business: FBO office manager, 1970s, Aviation Post leader. BSA. '97- 
’98-'99  produced 99s’ Convention Souvenir Programs, working with 
AEMSF Board.

Current responsibility outside aviation: Trustee, Higgins Armory Mu
seum, W orcester, M assachusetts; 21st century long-range planning 
committee.

Jacqueline Boyd Michelee Cabot

KAYALLEY 
For Trustee

SERVING AS A professional pilot for 18 years, 
Kay holds two Airline Transport Pilot ratings. As 
an international ferry pilot, 
she has flown across the 
Atlantic, Pacific and Car
ibbean.

Kay maintains an ex
tensive collection of avia
tion history books with 
special interest on the bi
og raph ies o f  A m elia 
Earhart.

Kay Alley
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Southern  C alifo rn ia  offers a near perfect clim ate 
fo r rest, re laxation  and o u r F light to  the 21st 

Century. The w arm  75-degree tem peratures are great 
for ou tdoo r activ ities. A nd the ocean breezes cool 

dow n the even ings to  the 60s— perfect fo r a  p leas

ant stroll to  reflect on the events o f  the day.
Your conference hosts, m em bers o f  the Sou th 

w est Section, hope you will jo in  us to  experience 
this w onderfu l location  

and  take  ad v an ta g e  o f  
the ex c itin g  th in g s w e 
a re  p la n n in g  a t th e  
D oubletree M ission Val

ley  H o te l c o n fe r e n c e

< S >
D o u b l e t  r e e  

H o t e l -
Sa n  D ie g o  M i s s io n  V a l l e y

headquarters. The D oubletree is conveniently  located 
next to  the best shopping in S outhern  C alifo rn ia  and 
only 10 m inutes from  San D iego’s L indbergh and 

M ontgom ery A irports.
Southw est A irlines is offering discounts o f  10 per

cent o ff m ost o f  its already  low  fares to and from  
San Diego.

You can check out the long list o f  activities avail

able in San D iego on w w w .sandiego.org

CONFERENCE 2000
SAN DIEGO-JULY 12-16
Unwind... relax... and discover San Diego
BY KELLI GANT, Bay Cities Chapter

SP E C IA L  E V E N T S  

D inner reception  at the San  D iego A ero
space M useum  - T his m useum  brings to  life 

av ia tion ’s rich heritage. T here is a  new  W om en 
in F ligh t exhibit.

Jam -packed  Saturday sem in ar series - Expand 

your aviation know ledge and leam  new  skills at som e 
o f  ou r m any sem inars that are divided into three  topic 

tracks w hich are recreational pilots, career pilots and 
nonpilots.

A m elia  E arhart D inn er on F riday - Jo in  o ther 99s 
and guests at th is sem i-form al event as w e honor 
the w inners o f  th is y e a r’s A m elia  Earhart M em orial 

Scholarships.

Awards B anquet on Saturday - Those w ho have 

given so m uch to  our organization and have helped to 
prom ote w om en in aviation fields will be honored.

A N D  M O R E ...
All o f  these exciting  ac tiv ities are in add ition  to 

the business m eeting  on Friday, the F lyM art room  
located  next to the pool and the m ost hosp itab le  o f  
hosp ita lity  su ites w here you can  visit w ith  you r 99s 
friends.

CONFERENCE 2000 LOGO DESIGNED BY 
SUNNI GIBBONS. SANTA MARIA VALLEY CHAPTER

CONVENTION INFO

Detailed information about 
the conference and events 

is available on 
The 99s web site 

(www.ninety-nines.org).

Registration forms 
will be available in the 
March/April 99 News.

The Conference 2000 
coordinator is 

Susan Larson: e-mail at 
susanlarson@compuserve.com 

or phone 408-274-9152.

San Diego Aerospace Museum

SPECIAL SCHEDULED TOURS DURING CONFERENCE 2000
SAN D IEG O  C IT Y  TO U R — Enjoy a narrated tour of this beautiful 
and historic city and revisit all the charm and romance of O ld 
California.

SAN D IE G O  Z O O — Located in beautiful Balboa Park, the 100- 
acre world-famous San Diego Zoo cares for over 3,800 animals of 
800 different species.

W ILD  AN IM AL PARK — Originating as a breeding facility for the 
San Diego Zoo's large animals, the 2,100-acre park is now home 
to more than 3,000 animals.

THE STENNIS— Don't miss this nuclear-powered aircraft carrier based 
at the North Island Naval Air Station. Retired Admiral Raymond Burk, 
49 1/2 of Ramona Burk, will be your host.

STEPHEN BIRCH AQ UARIUM  — Located at Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, experience a dazzling variety of marine life from

the cold waters of the Pacific Northwest to the tropical seas of Mexico 
and the South Pacific.

H A R BO R CRU ISE — Spend some relaxing time motoring on the San 
Diego harbor in view of the San Diego skyline.

POST-CONFERENCE CRUISE OFFERED— JULY 17-21
Just confirmed! The conference committee is offering a four-day 

post-conference cruise to Catalina Island and Mexico.
Carnival Cruise Line ship Holiday will depart San Pedro on Mon

day, July 17, and return Friday, July 21.
Cruise space is limited, so please book promptly. Inside and out

side cabins are available.
Rates are expected to run between $530 and $660 per person, 

double occupancy, for all expenses (including ground transportation 
and port taxes), except drinks aboard ship.

http://www.sandiego.org
http://www.ninety-nines.org
mailto:susanlarson@compuserve.com


INDIA SECTION
1979 to 2000 and beyond

BY CHANDA BUDHABHATTI, India Section

D u rin g  a recent trip  to 
Bangkok, I visited with Ms. 
Boobruay C h o b c h a i, a 
w om an D eputy D irecto r 
General ofThailand. She was 
surprised to learn from Mr. 
Narayan Dongol, senior ATC 
officer in Nepal, that there 
are quite a few women work- 
ing at Th a ilan d 's control 
tower. She was even more 
surprised to learn there were 
seven women pilots in Nepal 
and that six of them are air
line pilots!

Cap!. Sonee Runa

C ap t. Sonee Rana, 
shown on the cover, was the 
first woman commercial pi
lot and first woman airline pi
lot of Nepal.
Sonee and the other five 
women— Bhawna Rant, Niru 
Shreshta, Sabina Shreshta, 
Prashansa Shrestha, Rakksha 
Rana— are being sponsored 
for one year of membership 
in The 99s by Fran Bera, 
Jo yce  H ilc h ie , M arilyn  
Copeland, Barbara Evans 
and me.

The India Section will 
introduce the Nepal Section 
to The 99s' existing 21 Sec
tions at W AESC 2000

In 1928, three years before  the b irth  o f  civil av ia 
tion in India, the first fly ing  c lub  open to  c iv il

ians w as estab lished  in B om bay. A lthough  a few  
w om en w ere m em bers o f  th is B om bay F lying C lub, 

they w ere unknow n to  each other.

In d ia n  W om en P ilo ts A sso c ia tio n
A  chance visit in 1966 by an A m erican  99 trig 

gered the idea to  form  an association . In 1967, R abia 
Futehally, M ohini Shroff, M angala  Joshi, K um udini 
R aw al, Dr. Sunila B hajekar and I fo rm ed the Indian 

W omen P ilo ts’A ssociation (IW PA), a nonprofit body 
w ith  its  h e a d q u a r te rs  in  M u m b a i. T h e  c u rre n t 
strength  o f  this association  is 105 nationw ide.

IW PA’s purpose (like T he 99s) is to  foster, p ro 
m ote and facilitate the aw arem ess, 
e d u c a tio n  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

a e ro s p a c e  to  a l l— m e n  a n d  
w om en—  but especially  w om en, 
through sem inars, conferences, es

say com petitions in schools, etc.

In d ia  S ec tion  fo r m e d  in  1977  
In 1977, IW PA form ed the In 

dia Section  o f  T he 99s to  facilitate 
an d  e x c h a n g e  e x p e r ie n c e s  and  
ideas o v e r the  su b co n tin en t and  
over the w orld. Several o f  us, w ho 
had been 99s since 1966, helped 

form  the India Section.
F o r m any years , there  w ere 

on ly  a  handfu l o f  w om en  p ilo ts 
scattered  all over India. T he 1980s 
proved to be the tu rn ing  po in t, re
flecting  the sustained  and patient 
w ork  o f  m ore than  tw o  decades.
S ince then, Indian w om en have becom e airline p i
lots, a ir force flight officers, coast guard  pilots, flight 

d ispatchers, eng ineers, a ir traffic contro llers, airport 
m anagers, fligh t safety  officers, etc.

In 1985, the D irec to r G eneral o f  A viation in

Nivedita Jain Bhasin, world’s youngest Commander on 
Boeing 737.

India issued  153 private  and seven com m ercial pi

lots licenses to  w om en.
Tw enty years ago, o u r v ision w as to  prom ote 

w om en in the field  o f  aviation  and space. Today, we 
have 27 w om en p ilo ts fly ing  for various airlines in 

India— and that includes five captains!

In d ia n  A ir  F orce  a d m its  w om en  in  1994
In 1994, the Indian A ir Force opened the doors 

for w om en pilo ts and w e now  have w om en flying 
helicop ters and  transport planes; 
w om en are balloonists, ag pilots, 
fligh t instructors, engineers, tech

nicians, flight dispatchers and con
trol tow er personnel.

F irs t av ia tion  m u se u m  in Ind ia
W e have been w orking for the past 

few  years to  have the f i r s t  av ia
tion  m useum  in India, and have 
been fortunate to  get a contribution 
o f  5 ,000  square  fee t o f  bu ilt-up  
area in the existing  prem ises o f  the 
A erospace H all at the N ehru Sci

ence C entre  in M um bai.

INDIAN WOMEN PILOTS STAMP 
In 1999. the government o f  India 
issued a postage stamp honoring 
women pilots, quite a remarkable 

fea t in our country.

W hat do  w e see  f o r  th e  fu tu r e ?
M o re  e x c ite m e n t. M an y  c h a l

lenges. A nd a b righ t fu ture w ith 
new  visions, new  ideas and fresh 
approaches tow ards ou r aim s and 

goals. So let us be ready to p lan our m illennium  cel
ebrations w ith strong com m unication , cam araderie 

and spread ing  the w ings o f  friendsh ip  o f  T he 99s 
w orldw ide.



The Second World Aviation Education & Safety Congress participants, Mumbai, India, March 1994.

First World A viation E ducation  & Sa fe ty  C ongress 
In 1 9 8 6 ,1WPA organized the first W orld A via

tion Education & Safety C ongress (W A ESC), w hich 
w as sponsored by T he 99s and the A ero C lub o f  
India. The first o f  its k ind in A sia, the C ongress w as 
inaugurated  by then Prim e M inister R ajiv G andhi. 
M ore than 300 delegates from  differen t parts o f  the 
w orld participated .

S eco n d  W A E SC  in  B om bay
A second W A ESC w as held in B om bay in 1994 

and included speakers such as Lt. M anja B lock from  
H olland, the w orld ’s first w om an F - 16 figh ter pilot; 

Capt. Susan Darcy, first w om an test p ilo t for Boeing;

and aviator, au tho r and ac to r C liff R obertson.

T h ird  W A E S C  w ill be  h e ld  in  N ep a l
A fter tw o very successful W A ESCs in India, the 

Ind ia  S ection  o f  T he 99s— along  w ith the Indian 
W om en P ilo ts  A sso c ia tio n — are  o rg a n iz in g  the 

W A ESC  20(X) w hich will be held N ovem ber 6-8 in 

K athm andu, N epal.
T his w ill be T he 99s largest in ternational con 

gress held  ou tside the U nited  States. M em bers o f  
T he 99s are inv ited  to be m em bers o f  its executive 
B oard  o f  D irectors to  p rove that 99s can success
fully organ ize a  C ongress o f  g reat m agnitude any

w here in the w orld.

- r m  
J  all

IIS IS AN INVITATION to 
all men and women avia

tion enthusiasts to attend this 
Congress. It will be an excel
lent opportunity to mix and 
mingle with world renowned 
speakers, famous aero
space persons, govern- ^  
ment o ff ic ia ls  from 
around the g lobe, 
other 9 9 s— and the 
men and women pilots 
of Nepal. His Majesty 
the King and the Queen of 
Nepal have tentatively agreed 
to inaugurate the Congress.

Come revel in the gran
deur of Mt. Everest, world's highest mountain. 
Visit the vibrant Buddhist Praharas, tranquil 
monasteries and safari to Chitwan. Trekking 
and river rafting are available on request. The 
cost includes round trip airfare, deluxe first- 
class hotel accommodations and breakfast.

The registration fee ranges from US $2,200 
to US $3,800, depending on your choice of 
tours.

For information and/or registration, 
contact Chanda Budhabhatti, 

World Aviation Congress Secretariat, 
1051 N. Columbus Blvd., #101, 

Tucson, A Z  85711.
Fax 520-325-7243 

or e-mail chandab@azstarnet.com

SOME "FIRSTS" FOR 
WOMEN PILOTS OF INDIA

1932 - Mrs. Urmila K. Parekh 
was first Indian woman to 
obtain "A" license.

1947-54 - Durba Banerjee 
was first pilot of Indian Air
lines.

1967 - Chanda Savant 
Budhabhatti was first to ob
tain FAA Commercial USA 
pilot license.

1976 - B in o d in i D e v i 
Laishram was first flight in
structor and agro pilot.

1985-95 - Saudam ini
Deshmukh was first Captain 
on Fokker Friendship F-27; 
first Captain in the world to 
fly an all women crew, LATA, 
scheduled flight on F-27; first 
check pilot on F-27 in Asia; 
first Captain on Boeing 737; 
first Captain in Asia to fly all 
women crew on B-737; first 
captain on Airbus-320; and 
first Captain in Asia to fly all 
women crew on A-320.

7
Saudamini Deshmukh

1990 - Nivedita lain Bhasin 
at 26 years old was world's 
youngest Com m ander on 
Boeing 737.

1997 - Dr. Kalpana Chawla 
was first Indian-born to be
come an astronaut.

mailto:chandab@azstarnet.com


CAREER PILOTS
Lori Egge, Kirsten King, Nicole Wall, 

Laurie Reeves and Aileen Watkins

Lori Egge
BY JACQUIE BILOFF, Mat-Su Valley Chapter

Lori Egge personalizes 
a custom aerial 

Alaskan or Canadian 
adventure fo r  small 

parties o f two to eight 
to experience North 

America’s highest 
mountains and 

largest glaciers.

The nam e Lori E gge had bantered  the edges o f  

m y aviation  activ ities fo r several years. She had 
been a  fish -spo tter fo r 15 years and ow ner o f  Sky 
T rekking  A laska, c learly  tough and w ell ab le to  hold 

her ow n. T he hangar sto ries had easily  fram ed an 
im age o f  Lori E gge in m y m ind ’s eye. H er nam e 

had recently  surfaced  again on the M at-Su Valley 
C hap ter m eeting  announcem ent. She becam e a  new  

m em ber o f  ou r C hap ter and w as scheduled  to  p ro 
vide the program  fo r ou r m onthly  99s m eeting. I re 
solved not to  m iss the m eeting ; m y curiosity  w as to 

be satisfied.
L o ri's  grin  erased  m y m ental chalkboard  as she 

g ree ted  m e. A petite , a lm ost dainty, b londe w iped 
aw ay m y p reconceived  percep tion . H ow ever, in the 
next few  m om ents, she w as to use her com m entary  

and  slide p resen tation  to  underscore her capab ilities 
as a p ilo t, tes t p ilo t and stunt pilot. T he la tter w as 
accom plished  w hile fly ing fo r C anal Plus, the larg

est private French docum entary  television  com pany.
L o ri w a s  c h o s e n  to  f ly  th e  E x p lo re r ,  a 

“ W innebago  w ith  w in g s,” w h ich  accom m odates 

seven and a TV  studio , the rear fu ton doubling as a 
queen  bed. L’ A vion (the ir nam e fo r the airp lane) is 
an experim ental tw in engine, tube and fabric bu l

bous am phibian, the only one o f  its kind in the world. 

It w as bu ilt in G rangeville , Idaho, by D ean W ilson. 
C am eras are m ounted  on the tail, w ing tips, cow l

ing, as w ell as inside for underw ater film ing.
Lori Egge, B ill W eise and Terry C rafty  served 

as p ilo ts w hile the F rench  com pany film ed  from  

Y ellow stone in to  the G u lf o f  M exico, B elize and on 
to the tip  o f  South  A m erica.

L o ri’s program  also  provided us w ith a capsule 
view  o f  Sky T rekking  A laska. Lori personalizes a 

custom  aerial A laskan  or C anadian  adventure for 
sm all parties o f  tw o to  eigh t to  experience N orth 
A m erica’s h ighest m ountains and largest glaciers. 

An escape to  the Soviet Far East is also  possible.
She offers w orld -c lass fish ing , backpacking , 

cam ping  and p ro fessionally  guided g lac ier clim bs, 
sled dog rides and /o r long nature w alks as an oppor

tunity  to  photograph  the vast array o f  flow ers, birds 
and w ild life. T here  is even a chance offered to  ex 
perience life in an E sk im o v illage o r to  follow  the 

Iditarod, the w o rld ’s last rem ain ing  great sled-dog 

race.
Forbes M agazine  featured a story o f  L ori's work 

in its sum m er 1997 issue called  “N orthern F lights.” 

A dventures fo r tw o are flow n in her C essna 185. 
Larger g roups are accom m odated  in a resto red  1943 
Super W idgeon. You can access L o ri’s w eb site at 

sky trekkingalaska.com . (L ori w as m arried the day 
a fter T hanksg iv ing , so  look  fo r her under a new  

nam e: Lori M ichels.)

L'Avion, an experimental twin engine, tube and fabric bulbous amphibian, the only one o f  its kind in the world. 
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Kirsten King
BY KRISTINA SOUTAR

This self-proclaim ed adventurer started  o ff  m iles 
from  w here  she  is now . N o t en co u rag ed  in 

school to  aspire to  professions such as architecture , 
and never im agining that a  w om an could  becom e a 
p rofessional p ilo t, K irsten  leap t s tra ig h t in to  the 
boom ing 1980s jo b  m arket after graduation and, tak
ing advantage o f  her accounting and com pu ter skills 

learned in un iversity  courses and on-the-job  tra in 
ing. She spent nearly  tw o decades w ork ing  in d if
ferent industries in various C anad ian  cities before 
becom ing a p ilo t and changing  her career.

A fter w orking in Fort M cM urray fo r the m u
n icipal governm ent and  in T oronto  fo r a  g raph ic  

design com pany  w hich closed, K irsten  p icked up on 
a ch ildhood dream  o f  being a p ilo t and  spent the 
su m m er o f  1990 flig h t tra in in g  in  A lb e rta . She 

stopped short o f  com pleting  the w ritten  flight exam , Nicole Wall
how ever, and accepted  a  jo b  o ffer from  an arch itec- BY FELICITY McKENDRY. Eastern Ontario Chapter
ture firm  in Toronto.

She decided  the W est w as w here she really  
w anted to be, so K irsten settled in V ancouver in 1991 
w here she quickly  found  new  w ork in the a rch itec
ture/design industry. A fter m oving through several 
tem porary positions—  and adding the financial ser

vices industry to her reperto ire— in 1996, w ith the 
encouragem ent o f  her father, h im se lf a pilot, K irsten 
once again  set her sights on the skies, and she began 
in earnest to  pursue the process o f  becom ing  a pilot.

F lying runs w ay back in K irsten ’s fam ily: H er 

grandfather w as a com m odore in the R A F fo r 28 
years and o ver the course o f  h is career, including 

duty in W W I and WW1I, had logged 18.000 hours 
flying tim e.

K irsten  now  has a C om m ercia l L icense  fo r 

single and m ultiengine land and sea airp lanes. All 
that stands betw een her and a B oeing 737 is m ore 

hours in the air to earn her A irline T ransport L icense 
for large, international carriers. She is ge tting  close 
to achieving her Instructor R ating and getting  a jo b  
as a flight in structor to  gain those hours. T hen  it’s 
onw ard and upw ard  to com m uter and, eventually , 

larger airlines.
A t the end  o f  a century  that has been revo lu 

tionary  in the ap p aren tly  lim itless  o p p o rtu n itie s  
available to  w om en, the sky still rem ains a m an ’s 
w orld in num bers o f  w om en p ilo ts, as w ell as in the 
relatively  low  exposure professional fly ing has for 
young w om en choosing  careers. K irs ten ’s advice is 
to “B e ready fo r the u n ex p ec ted ...an d  d o n ’t ever 
think you are too old to m ake a  change, no m atter 
how  fundam ental. You ju s t have to rem ain  flex ib le .”

K irsten also  is an artist. H er w aterco lors hang

in galleries in C algary  and 
she takes pain ting  com m is

sio n s, m ain ly  o f  p e o p le ’s 
h o m es and  fav o rite  la n d 

scapes. But fo r the tim e be
ing, she is focused on m ak
ing a reality  the dream s o f 

the g irl w ho stood  on the 
dock at her co ttage, w atch 

ing  her fa th e r ’s p lan e  fly  
ov erh ead , and  con firm ing  

that there are  no lim its  to 
w hat w e can achieve.

K irsten  is secretary  fo r the A lberta C hapter.

This article was adapted from one written by Kristina Soutar. The 
complete article may be seen by accessing www.ltavergal.on.ca, 
then choose "chronicle, ” then choose “taking wings.

Kristen King

The A ir C adet L eague o f  C anada w as form ed in 
1941 to in terest youth  in aviation . A t first, it 

w as fo r m ales only, bu t even tua lly  accepted  fem ale 

cadets. N ico le  W all w as an aw ard  w inning Royal 
C anad ian  A ir C adet. She w as the only  one in her 
fam ily, b ro thers included, w ho w as b itten  by the 
aviation  bug. She w on a  scholarsh ip  for her g lid ing 

license and the next year on ano ther flying scholar
sh ip  ach ieved  her pow er license in 1989 at N orth 
Bay, O ntario.

N ext, N icole took the three-year aviation course 

offered  by R ed D eer C ollege in A lberta. She g radu 
ated  in 1993 near the top  o f  her class w ith a C om - 

C ontinued  on next page

Nicole Parker Wall, First officer on Jetstream 31, British Airspace

http://www.ltavergal.on.ca


Laurie Reeves

Laurie Reeves
BY CAROL PHELPS.

Connecticut Chapter

Laurie R eeves, C onnecti
cut C hapter, is a  C ap

tain for U nited A irlines, fly

ing the left seat in a Boeing 
767. P rio r to  that, she was 

first officer w ith type ratings 
on B747-400, B767 and B- 
757.

A t the N ew  E n g lan d / 
N ew  Y ork-N ew  Jersey  Sec

tion m eeting last year, Laurie 
received the N ew  E ngland 

Section’s M erit Award. Even 
though her fly ing schedule 
kept her quite busy, she does 

n o t fo rg e t ab o u t T he  99s. 
She has held offices in the 
Section and has taken over 

the reins o f  the C hap ter sev
eral tim es. She w orks hard 
to maintain the interest o f  the 

m e m b e rs  in  k e e p in g  th e  
C hapter alive and active.

Laurie is an asset to  The 
99s and certain ly  an excel

le n t ro le  m o d e l fo r  an y  
w om an in terested  in pursu
ing a career in aviation.

m ercial license, an Instrum ent E ndorsem ent and  a 
F light Instructor R ating.

A fter her first jo b  at Red Deer, she accep ted  an 
in s tru c to r’s position  at the K ingston F ly ing  C lub  
(K FC ) W hen 1 w ent out to  m eet and w elcom e her to 
K FC, there w as a certa in  bonding that took place. I 
had been the first fem ale instructor w hen 1 w as hired 
there in 1953.

W hile at K FC  in 1994-95, N icole earned  her 
tw in rating w ith IFR  endorsem ent. A  w ell-recognized 
99s life m em ber, L orna D eB licquy, conducted  her 
m ulti-fligh t test in O ttaw a.

A  jo b  fly in g  a N av a jo  took  h e r to  R eg ina , 
S askatchew an , fo llow ed  by a six -m onth  con trac t 
w ith the F irst N ations A ir Serv ices at D eseronto , 
O ntario . In 1996, she flew  a C 337 Sky m aster ou t o f  

D ryden, O ntario , on fire patrol fo r the O ntario  gov
ernm ent before m oving to  Y ellow knife in D ecem 
ber 1997 w here she has been em ployed  by N orth  
W estern A ir Lease.

N icole  is cu rren t on four types o f  tw in engine 
aircraft: F irst o fficer on Je tstream  B A 31, C aptain  
on BE 99, C -402 and C -337 Skym aster, so  she is 
very busy logging hours— now  m ore than 3,600.

T he day previous to  ou r telephone conversation , 

she flew  the P rem ier o f  the N orthw est T erritories on 
his appointm ents. She also  to ld  m e that she and her 

husband Justin  have ju s t com pleted  the paperw ork  
fo r the acquisition  o f  a  M aule w hich they p lan to 
operate  on w heels, skis and floats.

In addition  to  the fly ing  bond, w e have ano ther 
com m on factor. In sp ite o f  a d ifference in o u r ages 
o f  42 years, w e each taught ou r future husbands how  
to fly!

Aileen Watkins

One n ight, as a  young  g irl, I sat g lued in fron t o f  
the television , aw estruck , w atch ing  this beau

tiful w om an w ith long, perfectly  groom ed hair stand 
in front o f  the huge, m ajestic B oeing 747. She w ore 
four stripes. She w as not only a captain , but the first 
w om an in the w orld  to  fly a B oeing 747!

I ’ve spent m any years pursu ing  m y d ream  o f  

becom ing  an airline p ilo t, and I w as keyed in to  a 
little secret a friend passed along as I visited the cock
pit o f  the w idebody airliner h e ’d ju s t  p ilo ted  into 
T am pa for an overnight. “A ileen,” he said, “w ith your 

persistence  and determ ination , you w ill w ear the 
uniform . You w ill sit in the left seat. It w ill happen 

sooner than you think. Just hang in there— and never 
give up."

H e w as ex ac tly  righ t. H ave p e rs is ten ce  and 
rem em ber w here you started. A lw ays keep track o f 
how  far y o u ’ve com e. M ost im portantly , en joy  the

Capt. Lynn Rippelmeyer (left), firs t wonum to fly  a 
B-747, and Capt. Aileen Watkins in the cockpit o f  a 747.

journey. You m ay be th ink ing , “I f  I could  only af
ford my in s tru m en t...g e t m ore m u lti-tim e ...g e t a 
fre ig h t j o b . . .g e t  a  c o m m u te r  jo b . . .u p g r a d e  to 

c ap ta in ...g e t on w ith a m a jo r...h o ld  w idebody cap
tain. H eck, why not fly the space shuttle?” Each step, 

each accom plishm ent, needs to  be recognized. You 

m ust rem em ber w here you started, and rejoice in 
you r v icto ries a long the way.

N etw ork ing  is im portan t. S hoo ting  fo r your 
goals w ill require  help. A dvice from  those w ho have 
paved the w ay before  you, financial ingenuity, and 
the 2%  insp ira tion /98%  persp iration  rule applies. 
T here are scholarsh ips availab le  fo r training and my 

advice is: A pply! You w on’t a lw ays get them  as there 
is s tiff com petition  out there, but you can ’t w in if 
you d o n ’t apply.

I w as in terv iew ing  w ith tw o fem ale m ajor air

line p ilo ts fo r a scho larsh ip  recently. I w as asked 
about m y ultim ate  career goals, and my answ er in
volved m ention ing  my favorite a ircraft, the B oeing 
747, the aircraft 1 w ould  love to  fly. T he lead inter
v iew er asked  w hy I w as interested  in the 747, and I 
began m y em otional response about how  m ajestic, 
im m ense and beautifu l the airp lane w as, and how 

engineering  and  m any m inds and hands could  cre
ate such a  m agnificent m eans o f  transporting so many 

people thousands o f  m iles... the 747 is the b iggest 
and the best.

W hen I fin ished m y answ er, she introduced her
self. She w as that w om an— that captain  I had seen 
on te levision  that n ight so  m any years ago. Perhaps 
one day I w ill see my seat in the 747, and believe 

me, I am  en joying the jo u rney  there!

H ouston C hapter m em ber A ileen Watkins is a  captain  
fo r  C ontinental Express on the ATR 42 and  72.



If  you could  p ick one piloting ability  w hose im portance ranks 
above all o thers during your fly ing career, w hich one w ould 
it be? Super sm ooth  landings w ould  certa in ly  be n ice fo r the 

ego, but w hen it com es to keeping you alive, and w ell-em ployed, 
I 'd  vote for outstanding  instrum ent flying skills. W hy? B ecause 
every phase o f  your aviation  career can  benefit from  you r tho r
ough learning, continual p ractice and on-going  application  o f  
your IFR  abilities.

M y in terest in instrum ent fly ing began  once I ’d  accum ulated  
about 75 hours o f  fligh t tim e. A t that point, I began to  pay m ore 
attention to  those o ther pilots w ho talked in w hat seem ed to  be a 
secret language, discussing approach plates, ILSs, localizers, DHs 
and all the o ther m ysterious details o f  w hat seem ed to  be an 
o ther w orld o f  flying. T he m ore I heard , the m ore in trigued  I 
becam e until I finally  decided it w as tim e to  jo in  the w orld  o f  
sightless flight and begin my instrum ent training.

T hat w as ju s t over 28 years ago. I began  w orking on m y in 
strum ent rating  in a C essna 150 equipped  w ith  one N avcom  and 
precious little e lse for radio  gear. If  I had know n how  im portant 
instrum ent flying w ould  ultim ately becom e to m e (m y lifeblood, 
so to speak, as an airline pilot) I m ight have had a  g rea ter app re
ciation o f  the train ing I w as receiv ing. L earn ing  the basics in a 
slow  trainer w ith one radio, helped m e perfec t m y skills at a 
speed I could  keep up w ith and saved m e m oney as w ell. Later, 
w hen I proved I w as ready to  handle a fas te r ship, I m oved into a 
172, (and increased my hourly expenditure from $15.50 all the 
way up to $23 per flight hour!) w hich w as -  and still is -  
one o f  the best instrum ent training ships available.

1 spent m any even ing  hours fly ing holding patterns 
as well as the FAA’s infam ous “A ” and  “B” patterns 
(found in the back o f  the Instrum ent F lying H andbook) 
in the F B O ’s back room , w here th ey ’d ju s t installed  a 
new Frasca instrum ent ground trainer. It occupied at least 
ha lf the space o f  a real a irp lane, but fo rtunate ly  cost a 
fraction o f  the a irc ra ft’s rental rate. I p racticed  those 
clim bs, turns and descen ts repeated ly  until they becam e 
second nature and I cou ld  then split m y concentration  
to  include tracking, tim ing and tuning. Later, w hen I 
started instructing  instrum ent students m yself, I cou ld  m ore eas
ily see how  im portant good fundam entals w ere to  com pleting  
the course in a tim ely  m anner and  becom ing  a com peten t in stru 
m ent pilot. W ithout them  the w ork load  easily  becam e over
w helm ing and the frustration level insurm ountab le .

In today’s com petitive accelerated  training env ironm ent som e 
schools advertise their total avoidance o f  sim ulators, p referring  
to  tout the advantages o f  “ all tra in ing  in real a irp lanes.” H ow 
ever beneficial logged flight hours can be, they a ren ’t, in my 
estim ation, ou tw eighed  by the advantages o f  learning, early  in 
your career, how  to handle  w hat w ill becom e a stap le  in your 
flying diet: the fligh t sim ulator, be it a desk top  version  o r a 3- 
axis Level III W onder M achine.

O ne certain ty  in any professional p ilo t’s w orking life is the 
b iannual p ro fic iency  check , m ost a lw ays accom plished  in a 
m otion sim ulator. Indeed, som e type rating  train ing on new  gen 
eration aircraft is now  accom plished solely  in sim ulators, the 
pilots never experiencing  a  “real” airp lane until they begin their 
first revenue flight.

So, back in the beginning, w hen y o u ’re first learning your 
IFR skills, pay special attention  to  the basics. T h ey ’re very im -

CAREERS
G ood instrument skills—a must
BY KAREN KAHN, Santa Barbara Chapter

portan t to  you r fu ture  success. U ntil they  do aw ay w ith the requ ire
m ent fo r A D F  train ing , y o u 'll find  the best p reparation  for w hat seem s 
to  be the m ost d readed  o f  all checkride m aneuvers, is your ability  to 
hold  a heading. W ithout it, y o u ’re constan tly  having to  d ivert your 
a ttention  from  the num erous o ther flying du ties to  correct w hat should 
com e naturally , good old straigh t-and-level flying. You m ay be an 
noyed  by you r in s tru c to r’s constan t harp ing  on you r heading contro l, 
but it’s the secret to the pro p ilo t’s success.

A s you  progress up the career ladder, m ain tain ing  you r IFR p ro fi
c iency  will be an on-go ing  necessity . M any an airline o r corporate  jo b  
(o r upgrade from  second to  first officer) has been lost for lack  o f  a 
good sim  ride. Indeed, som e em ployers d o n ’t even bo ther w ith a per
sonnel in terv iew  until a fter y o u ’ve dem onstrated  your ability  to  m as
ter the ir sim ulator. E ven if  you th ink  y o u ’re curren t on instrum ents, 

d o n ’t jeopard ize  your upcom ing in terview  by failing to 
get som e sim ulato r p ractice sessions, including hold
ing patterns, precision  and non-precision  approaches.

Staying p rofic ien t is m uch easie r than try ing to re
m ove the IFR rust once it’s accum ulated . Even if  you 
only  crank up your desk top  PC sim  once a m onth, tha t’s 
excellen t practice w hich can keep your instrum ent scan 
flu id  and current. T hose steep turns I’m required to dem 
onstrate every 6 m onths in the sim  can ’t be practiced at 
work, but make for great training exercises at home on 
the FS2001 use for review  and sim  preparation. If it seems 
a  bit too easy, ju s t crank in a bit o f  turbulence to  chal

lenge your scan.
T he instrum ent train ing you receive to start your career IS very 

im portant, as is you r on-going proficiency m aintenance. Even if  yo u ’re 
not required  to  take that every  6 m onths checkride that w ill hopefully  
force you to  keep  you r scan current, I recom m end you pretend yo u ’ve 
go t a 6 -m onth  ride loom ing and challenge y ou rse lf to keep up your 
proficiency.

Y our penalty  fo r non-currency  can be m uch m ore d isastrous than 
m ine. A  failed  checkride  is peanuts com pared  to the crum pled  alum i
num  tragedy  that can  result if  you do n ’t stay profic ient at a  skill that 
can , and w ill, take you to the top, and keep you there throughout your 
fly ing career.

Karen Kahn is a Captain for a major US airline and author of the new 
book FLIGHT GUIDE FOR SUCCESS— Tips and Tadics fo r  the A s
piring Airline Pilot. Type-rated in the MD-80 and Lockheed JetStar, 
she holds an ATP, Gold Seal CFLAIM and is rated in gliders, seaplanes 
and helicopters. In addition to being an FAA Aviation Safety counselor, 
she runs Aviation Career Counseling (805-687-9493), a pilot career guid
ance and airline interview counseling firm based in Santa Barbara, Cali
fornia.

Karen Kahn



FINNISH SECTION
99s attend ceremony at 

Finnish Aviation Museum
BY MARDELL HASKINS, International Director

Fo r the second  tim e in 1999, T he 99s have m ade 
a m ajo r con tribu tion  tow ard  one o f  our goals o f 

“P reserv ing  the h istory  o f  w om en in av ia tion” w ith 
the opening  o f  an im pressive and substan tia l exh ib it 
at the F inn ish  A viation  M useum  at the H elsink i- 
Vantaa A irport on S ep tem ber 11.

In ternational D irec to r M ardell H askins, W est 
C anada G overnor June M ills B enson, G erm an G ov

e rno r A ndrea  M oller and three m em bers from  the 
G erm an Section gathered together w ith F innish G ov

ernor L eila  Jy lanki and m em bers o f  the F innish  Sec
tion fo r a ded ica tion  cerem ony and d inner-dance. 
T hey  w ere jo in ed  by m ore than 75 F inn ish  p ilots 

and friends.
T he large and very im pressive d isp lay  show s 

w om en pilo ts in F in land  from  early  days to p resent 
day activ ities. In addition  to  a ra ther com prehensive 

h istory  o f  T he 99s, the exh ib it includes a sim ulator,

The F innish  Section  has  

done a superb  jo b  o f  

gathering  an d  d isplaying  

in form ation on the h istory  

o f  w om en p ilo ts  in F inland, 

E urope a n d  the U nited  

States. Way to  go, F in land!

Static aircraft display at Finland's first air museum.

The 99s impressive exhibit at Finnish Aviation Museum.

airline p ilo ts’ un iform s, F inn ish  aviation  aw ards, air 

racing photos and photos o f  a lm ost every  Finnish 
w om an pilo t to  date. T here are also  d isplays featur
ing A m elia  E arhart and the A E  B irthplace M useum .

Attending the opening o f  The 99s exhibit at the Finnish Aviation Museum at Helsinki Ventaa Airport were: (Back 
row) Pauliina Kuokka, Johanna Piirainen, Irene Ihme, Saija Forss, Paivi Salo, Marja-Siko Kiuas, Kirsi Seppala, 
Mar jo  Koskinen, Mila Kempas, Silvia Tomaschewski, Renate Schmidt and Ute Toelke. (Front row) Kaisu Urmas, 
Inkeri Kurketa, Eira Standertskjold, June Mills Benson, Mardell Haskins, Tiina Hakkarainen, Leila Jylanki, Andrea 
Moller and Heide Riech.
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Louise Thaden in NAHF
BY HELEN WHITTAKER

A long w ith tw o m ale aviation greats, p ioneer a ir 
race r L ou ise  M cP hetridge  T haden  w as e n 

shrined into the N ational A viation H all o f  F am e in 
D ayton. O hio , on July 24. 1999.

L o u is e ’s a w a rd , w a s  p re s e n te d  b y  P a tty  

W agstaff, U .S. national and w orld  aerobatic  cham 
pion. and accepted by L ou ise’s children, W illiam  and 

Patricia. L ouise w as a p ioneer av iatrix , a race pilot 
and record setter. W ith A m elia E arhart, she helped 
form  The 99s. She w orked w ith Phoebe O m lie  and 
o ther w om en pilots on a  national airm arking project. 
She w as a factory  represen tative and dem onstration  
pilot fo r B eech A ircraft C orporation , and w as C E O  
o f  the Thaden E ngineering  C om pany.

L ouise w as born in B entonville , A rkansas, in 

1905 and began fly ing in 1927. She w as the fourth 
w om an in the U nited S tates to earn her transport li

cense and w as the first and only w om an to  sim ulta
neously hold altitude, speed and endurance  records.

In 1929, she won the first N ational W om en’s 
A ir Derby, a nine-day cross-country  race from  Santa 
M onica, C alifornia, to  C leveland, O hio, beating both 
A m elia E arhart and R uth R ow land N ichols. In 1932 
L ouise and cop ilo t F rances M arsalis set a new  refu

eling duration  record  o f  196 hours.
In 1936, she w as the first w om an to w in the 

p restig ious B endix T ranscon tinen ta l Speed D ash. 
She also  received the H arm on T rophy that year as 
the outstanding  w om an pilot in the U nited  States. 

L ouise d ied in 1979.
An ex tensive story about L ouise appears in the 

January/February  2000 issue o f  A viation f o r  Women.
The National Aviation Hall o f  Fam e w as founded 

in 1962 to honor air and space pioneers. For inform a
tion on the NAHF, contact NAHF, D ayton C onven
tion and Exhibition Center. Dayton O H  45402.

Helen Whitaker is a free-lance writer living in Kingsport, 
Tennessee, and a friend o f  Bill and Pat Thaden.

HALL OF FAME 99s

Capt. Sarah Deal inducted into 
Ohio Women’s Hall o f  Fame
BY CHRIS GURNICK. Women With Wings Chapter

Capt. Sarah  D eal, C harte r M em ber o f  W om en 
W ith W ings C hapter, the U .S. M arine C o rp s’ 

first w om an pilo t and a 1992 g raduate  o f  K ent S tate 
U niversity ’s aeronautics program , w as inducted  into 

the O hio  W om en’s H all o f  F am e on O ctober 28 at 
the S tatehouse in C olum bus.

Sarah w as com m issioned  as a second lieu ten

ant in M ay 1991. She d id  not expect to  becom e a 
M arine pilot because o f  the m ilitary’s ban on w om en 

in com bat positions. In 1993, the ban w as lifted  and 
she becam e the first w om an selected  by the M arines 

to attend fligh t school in Pensaco la , Florida.
In April 1995, she earned her w ings as a naval 

aviator and becam e the first w om an M arine pilot in its 
history. She w as prom oted to captain in 1996, is adju
tant for the com m anding officer o f  M arine A ircraft 

G roup 16 at M arine C orps A ir Station M iram ar in San 
Diego, California. She flies the C H -53-E  Super Stal
lion helicopter, the largest flow n in the U.S. military, 

used to  support and supply ground troops.
In M ay 1996, Sarah becam e one o f  the first re 

c ip ien ts o f  the K ent S tate Y oung A lum ni Special 
A chievem ent Award and in 1998 w as honored w ith 

the K ent S tate School o f  Technology D istinguished 
A lum nus Award.

She w as chosen  in 1996 by Working Woman 
m agazine as one o f  the 350  w om en w ho changed 

the w orld , 1976-1996. She also  w as featured  in a 
1995 docum entary , “G ender W ars,”  on T he L earn
in g  C h a n n e l a n d  on  th e  D isc o v e ry  C h a n n e l’s 

“F ligh tline” program  in 1997.
T he O hio  W om en’s Hall o f  Fam e w as estab 

lished in 1978 by the W om en’s D ivision o f  the O hio  
B ureau o f  E m ploym ent Serv ices to  recognize o u t
stand ing  con tribu tions by O hio  w om en to the ir state 

and nation.

LINDA SCULLY, MASTER CFI

Linda M. Scully, North )er-sey 
Chapter, an Aviation Safety 
C o u n se lo r for Teterboro 
F SD O , was designated a 
Master Certified Flight In
structor by her professional 
aviation organization, the 
N atio nal A sso ciatio n  of 
Flight Instructors (NAFI).

To help put this achieve
ment in its proper perspec
tive, there are approximately
78,000 certificated flight in
structors in the United States. 
Although many of these pi
lots are presently working to
ward their Ml designations, 
fewer than 200 have achiev
ed that distinction thus far.

The Master Instructor 
designation is earned by an

Linda Sadly

applicant through a rigorous 
process of conti nu i ng educa
tion and, much like a flight 
instructor's certificate, it must 
be renewed biennially.

Linda operates a flight 
school at Lincoln Fbrk Avia
tion, Lincoln Park, New Jer
sey, with an enrollment of 
about 75 students. Approxi
mately 6 percent of the stu
dents are women.

The Ml designation is a 
means by which aviation 
educators are recognized for 
expertise above and beyond 
the m inim um  standards 
mandated by the industry 
and the government.

Linda will be recognized 
at the EAA AirVenture 2000 
this summer at a "Meet the 
Masters" breakfast.

— G. Alexander Hill 
NAFI Director of Education

Pat Thaden Webh, Bill Thaden and Wayne Morris, 
president o f  NAAF Board o f  Trustees, at the induction 
ceremony honoring Louise Thaden.



FIRST DAY COVERS 
FOR AEMSF

BY BARBARA EVANS, Chairman

Anyone interested in 
ordering a cover or 

receiving a list o f some 
of the older covers that 

are still available can 
send a request (along 
with a self-addressed 
stamped envelope) to 
Barbara Evans 4307 

Quail Run Lane 
Danville, CA 94506.

In 1963 C harte r M em ber Fay  G illis W ells w as in
strum ental in finaliz ing  C lara  S tu d e r’s effort o f  

ge tting  the U nited  S tates Post O ffice to  issue an 

A m elia  E arhart eigh t-cen t airm ail s tam p on July 24, 
A m elia ’s birthday.

Several 99s gathered together in A tchison, K an

sas, A m elia ’s b irthp lace and stam ped several thou
sand envelopes w ith  that stam p. T hen , in  the first o f  

o u ronce-in -a -decade  flyaw ays from  A m elia  E arhart 
A irport in A tchison, these F irst D ay C overs (FD C ) 
w ere flow n by seven C harter M em bers to  the four 
corners o f  the U nited  States.

W ithin tw o days, they had arrived  at all but four 
o f  o u r state cap ita ls  and w ere sold fo r the benefit o f  
the A m elia  E arhart S cho larsh ip  F und  (A E M SF) es
tablished  in 1941. A fter the initial sale, m ost o f  those 
not sold w ere re tu rned  to  99s H eadquarters in O k la

hom a City.

The 1999 cover was fo r  the 70th anniversary o f  The 99s 
and the First Women's A ir Derby from  Santa Monica to 
Cleveland. It also commemorates the opening o f  99s 
Museum o f  Women Pilots in Oklahoma City. It is available 
now from  Barbara Evans fo r  a fu lly  tax-deductible  
contribution o f  $25 to AEMSF. All monies received go to 
AEMSF.

H ow  th e  F orest o f  F r ien d sh ip  g o t started
F ay  w as a p p o in te d  T h e  9 9 s  C h a irm a n  fo r 

A m erica’s B icentennial in 1976. O ne o f  her ideas 
(and she alw ays has m any o f  those) w as to  create a 
forest as a living, grow ing sym bol for The 99s’ motto: 
W orld  F rien d sh ip  T h ro u g h  F ly in g . She though t 

A tchison w ould  be a perfect p lace fo r that forest.

To im plem ent the idea, every  state and many 
nations w ere invited  to  send a seedling  from  their 

state o r national tree; these w ere p lanted  in the new  
“forest.” These 25-year-old trees have now  truly cre

ated a forest, hence the nam e “Forest o f  Friendship
T here is a w inding "M em ory L ane” walkw ay 

through this area. Every year since 1976, people o f 
many nations representing all facets o f  the history o f 
aviation have been m em orialized w ith metal plaques 

with their nam es set in this cem ent walkway.

F irs t D ay C overs fu n d -ra is e r
A nother idea o f  F ay ’s w as: “S ince all those First 

D ay C overs from  1963 are valuable, they could be 

used  to ra ise  funds fo r 
the A E M SF.” S o  every  
year since then , “new ”
F irst D ay  C o v ers  have 
been issued  by add ing  

sufficient postage to the 
1963 cover (w ith  appro 

p r ia te  s ta m p s  w h e n  
available) to  com m em o
rate som e aviation  event 
a c c o m p lis h e d  by  
w om en. In  the 24 years 
o f these covers, m ore than  $40 ,000  has been raised 

for A E M S F  to use fo r A E  S cholarships.
Som e even ts that have been used are: the 40th 

anniversary  o f  A E ’s flight from  H aw aii to O akland; 

the 50th  anniversary  o f  A E ’s so lo  A tlantic flight; the 
60th anniversary  o f  H arrie t Q u im by’s flight over the 

E nglish  C hannel (she w as the first licensed w om an 
p ilo t in the U nited  S tates and second in the w orld); 
the 60th ann iversary  o f  the first w om an (Jean B at

ten o f  N ew  Z ealand) to fly solo E ngland/A ustralia / 
E ngland; A m elia ’s 100th b irthday; etc. Fay passed 
th e  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th is  p ro je c t  on to  A lice  

H am m ond, w ho handled  it fo r about 16 years. W hen 
A lice died  in 1 9 9 3 ,1 took on the project.

O ne hundred covers, num bered from  one to 100, 
are usually  issued  each year. T he num ber 99 is al
w ays sent to  99s H eadquarters for the archives. Some 
are reserved  fo r certain  people w ho request the same 

num ber cover each  year. T he covers sell fo r various 
prices from  $10  to $30, depending  upon the com 
m em oration.

F a\ Gillis Wells

Commemorating the 70th 
anniversary of the 90s and 

the Cleveland Air Races, and 
opening of the 99 Museum

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

Am elia Earhart
1897 - 1937

honoring the 
F O U N D E R  A N D  F I R S T  P R E S I D E N T  O F  
T H E  N I N E T Y  N I N E S .  IN C

Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship Fund
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AMELIA EARHART 
BIRTHPLACE MUSEUM
BY MARILYN COPELAND, Chairman

Tax deductible contributions fo r  AEBM may be sent to 
Marilyn Copeland, II7S.W. Winterpark Lane, Lee’s Summit, 
MO 64081; or to AEBM, PO Box 128, Atchison, KS 66602

P H A S E  O N E : The exterior rehabilitation began in 

1994. Vinyl siding was rem oved; the exterior painted; 
w indows, gutters and chim neys w ere repaired. A  new  
wood shingle roof w as installed along with brick side

walks. This phase also included m aking a caretaker’s 
suite out o f  tw o bedroom s, attic space and the stair

well, space w hich had not been used for at least 50 
years. This phase w as com pleted in 1996.

P H A S E  T W O : B asem en t level suppo rt u n d e r a 

load-bearing wall and installation  o f  tw o central a ir 
conditioning system s w as begun and com pleted  in 

1997.

P H A S E  T H R E E : B eginning in 1997, inappropri
ate furnishings and wall and floor fin ishes w ere re

m oved. H ardw ood floors have been refin ished  and 
w oodw ork restored w ith a faux-grained finish. W all
paper— docum ented  to the period 1897-1909— is in 

place in six room s. W ork continues on the in terio r 
rehabilitation  w ith projected  com pletion  in 2000.

P H A S E  F O U R : T he first three phases o f  the en 
hancem ent project have resulted in a  w ell preserved 

physical structure. To effec
tively support in terpretation  

o f  A m elia 's birth in 1897 and 
re s id e n c e  in  th e  h o m e  
through  1909, the m useum  
was in need o f  significant im 
provem ent to fulfill its goal 
to provide an entic ing , exc it
ing and com prehensive expe
rience fo r its visitors. Show 

ing the life o f  A m elia Earhart 
and the h istory  o f  w om en in 
av ia tio n  is b e in g  p ro v id ed  
through expanded  program s 

and appropriate exhib its , in 
c lu d in g  a new  m u ltim ed ia  

electronic form at.

A report on the goals initiated in 1994 to return Am elia’s 
house to the way it looked when it was built and maintained 
by her grandparents and where she lived as a child from 
1897 to 1909

P H A S E  F IV E : C reation  o f  an endow m ent fo r co n 
tinued  m ain tenance and  operation  o f  A EB M .

S U M M A R Y
T here continues to  be overw helm ing support for 

this A E B M  preservation  and in terpretation  project. 

T he 99s and the 491/2s, as w ell as local individuals, 
foundations and  trusts, the A tchison school system , 
A tch ison  A rea  C ham ber o f  C om m erce and Tourism  

C ouncil, city  and coun ty  governm ents and the K an
sas S tate H istorical Society  have all p rovided finan

cial support fo r the pro ject and in m any o ther w ays.
F o r th is fine support, that has m ade the five 

phases o f  developm ent o f  the m useum  a reality, we 
thank all o f  you.

W ork con tinues on Phases T hree and F ive, and 
efforts w ill be ongoing  to  update and im prove this 
excellen t show case fo r A m elia  and  all the w om en 

av ia to rs o f  yesterday  and today.

Recent contributions

Southwest Section - 
$1,000 for a display case
The Millennium Council of 
Governors
Pat Vangraasbeck - 1928 
Cosmopolitan Magazine 
with fine article by Amelia 
Earhart for new display area
)an Raymond -Turn-of-the- 
century clothing for wicker 
mannequin in south 
bedroom
Betty Prakken
Joyce Wells
Beverly Allen
Lois Gronau
Candy Whitfield
Mae Smith
Adele Bachman
Becky Hempel

B R I C K  O R D E R  F O R M

F o r a friend  o r a loved one, th ink about g iv ing  a brick  w ith h is o r her nam e 
on it fo r the fron t w alk  fo r $ 100 o r fo r the sidew alk  for $50. S end orders to 
C aro lyn  M ohler. Brick C hairm an, PO  Box 128, A tchison, KS 66002.

M ake checks payable to  AEBM .

  Brick(s) in front walk at $100 each $ ____________________
  Brick(s) in sidewalk at $50 each $ ____________________

L im it is th ree  lin es  per b rick ,
Please type or print very clearly.

13 ch a rac te rs  per line (inc lud ing  spaces).
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FLYING COMPANION 
SEMINAR

Palomar Chapter holds Flying Companion 
Seminar at Bonanza Convention

We had a great 
time and it was a 

wonderful opportunity 
to share our 

knowledge o f flying 
and spread the word 

about The 99s.

BY STACIE GOODWIN 
Palomar Chapter

S ix m em bers o f  ou r C hap ter participated  in a F ly
ing C om panion  Sem inar fo r the A m erican  B o 

nanza Society  during  its annual convention  in San 

D iego, C alifo rn ia , at the Tow n and C ountry  H otel.
T hanks to Pat P ren tiss o f  the O range C ounty  

Chapter, w ho referred A BS executive d irector N ancy 

Johnson  to  us, w e w ere ab le  to  teach  39 w om en and 
one gentlem an w hose w ife w as a B onanza pilot, quite 
a lot about fly ing a n d  T he 99s.

A BS tim e and space com m itm en t lim itations 
required  that ou r usual e igh t-hour session  be cu t to  
fit w ith in  a th ree-hour period! T hat w as qu ite  a ch a l
lenge to  condense  every th ing  dow n— but w e did it!

L eA nn S ilberm an gave an in troduction  to the 

group  about T he 99s and prov ided  tips on how  to  be 
a successfu l fly ing com panion . I taught the B asic 
Flying C haracteristics w ith the help o f  m ovable life- 

size instrum ents loaned  to  us by P alom ar C ollege. 
We used a m odel airplane and alm ost life-sized board 
con ta in ing  the six p rim ary  instrum en ts tha t w ere

m ovable and v isib le to the en tire  room .
A nne R oberts gave a  great lesson on naviga

tion using expired  L os A ngeles charts. T he attend
ees used  the m aps to p lo t a cross-country  trip with 

som e handy yellow  rulers donated  to  us by AOPA.
T hen M elissa  Sliffe explained  em ergency pro

cedures and w as w ell equ ipped  for an em ergency 
by having w ith her a sleeping bag, ex tra  flashlights 
and handheld  radios.

Jayn ine  C im a helped teach the group about ra
dio com m unications and how  to use them . A nd we 

fin ished  up w ith D arlene K elley, w ho presented  im 
portant m edical inform ation. M any w ere interested 
to  see how  sensitive the hum an body is in flight un
der the influence o f  m edicines such as aspirin.

W e had  a  g rea t g roup . W e in sp ired  several 

w om en in ju s t those three hours to take an introduc
tory flight. A flight attendant from  N orthw est A ir

lines, w ho w as attend ing  the convention  w ith her 
husband w ho is a B onanza pilot, w as thrilled to  m eet 
m em bers o f  ou r C hap ter and talk  to w om en pilots.

She took advice to heart from  Jaynine C im a, a 
C FII w ith our C hapter, on how  to find  a good in 

structor and fligh t school, and w as inspired  to find a 
local C hap ter in M ich igan  w here she lives to be

com e a Future W om an Pilot!
T he A BS m ade a generous donation  o f  $20 per 

participant for ou r scholarship fund and gave us each 

a T-shirt. T hey a lso  published  our booklets fo r d is
tribution to  all o u r attendees and provided AV equip

m ent fo r the sem inar.
O n Saturday , A B S inv ited  us to  a ttend  their 

A w ards B anquet w here w e w ere in troduced  to the 

attendees and  presen ted  w ith  a nice p laque fo r our 
efforts.

We had a great tim e and it w as a w onderful op 
portunity to  share ou r know ledge o f  flying and spread 

the w ord about T he 99s. W e can ’t w ait to do it again!

Flying Companion Seminar presenters Melissa Sliffe, Jaynine Cima, 
Darlene Kelley and Stacie Goodwin with their mock panel.

Palomar Chapter members conducting Flying Companion Seminar at 
ABS Convention in San Diego, California.



The F lo rida  S uncoast C hap te r has p rov ided  a 

presence at Sun 'n  Fun in L akeland , F lorida, 
since 1985 w hen w e w ere in a tent. T hen in 1992 we 
purchased our existing m obile office. But Sun 'n  Fun 

has requested  that w e bu ild  a perm anent bu ild ing 
before A pril 2000— and th a t’s w hat w e ’re doing.

O n N ovem ber 15, Sun ’n Fun B uild ing C o ord i

nator B arbara S ierchio  presented  Sun ’n Fun M an
aging D irector John B urton w ith the deed  to  ou r old 

99s building. Then Rudy B row n o f  R odda C onstruc

tion gave B arbara and N ancy W right shovels and 
hard hats to break ground for a new  building.

A ttending the g roundbreak ing  cerem ony w ere 

B onnie Perkins, B ob H ighley  and  h is w ife Susan, 
A llan D uncan. D ale Faux, John B urton, Jim  Pappas, 
Rudy B row n, M ichelle B urklund, m e and, o f  course, 

B arbara and Nancy.
M em bers o f  the Sun 'n  Fun m ain tenance staff 

has been very good to  us. O ver the years, they built 
steps, pain ted  the bu ild ing  and repaired  the roof. 
T h e ir  g e n e ro s i ty  w ill  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  new  

building as they plan to build  ou r porch and a w heel

chair ram p.
We are m ore than half-way 

tow ard reaching our goal to pay 

for this new building and Barbara 
is s til l a c c e p tin g  d o n a tio n s .
Think how great it will be to have 

a central location to m eet with 
fellow  99s and how wonderful 
to have a real restroom  w ith hot 
water! W hat a  thrill it is to see 
our dream  com ing true.

At last y e a r’s Sun ’n Fun. 

we greeted m ore than 300 m em 
bers o f  The 99s and 175 o ther 
guests . We had v is ito rs  from  

many countries, including Scot
la n d . P o la n d , L u x e m b o u rg ,
G erm any and B elgium .

D uring the week, we signed 
up 21 new  m em bers, had tw o re
new als, one reinstatem ent and 
gave Future W oman Pilot infor

mation to three 66s. The O ld Do
minion Chapter, the Florida G ulf 
Stream C hapter and the Florida 
Suncoast C hapter had their meet

ings at our building.
T h is  y ea r, w e ’ll h av e  a 

brand new  build ing  to  greet old 
and new  friends. A ssum ing the 
w ea th e r c o o p e ra te s , th e  new  
99s Sun ’n Fun bu ild ing w ill be

SUN ’N FUN
A brand new building to greet 
old and new friends April 9-15
BY JEANNE BURKLUND 
Chairman. Florida Suncoast Chapter

ready p rio r to  o u r February  m eeting  at L akeland 
A irport w hen w e plan to  repain t the Sun ’n Fun le t
tering  there. T hen w e w ill have a  potluck  d inner in 

the new  build ing . You are w elcom e to jo in  us to 
help celebrate  the com pletion  o f  a dream .

An example o f  what the new 99s building at Sun 'n Fun will look like when it 
is completed later this year.

WANTED: Powder Puff Derby pilots/workers

A Powder Puff Derby Convention will be held October 
9-13 at the Resorts Casino Hotel in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

This was a 99s event for 30 years. We don't want to over
look inviting any racers who have quit flying or dropped out 
of The 99s so we need their current address.

If you know anyone who is not currently a 99 who raced 
or worked in the Powder Puff Derby, please write to me at 
1621 Gulf Blvd., #1501, Clearwater, FL 33767.

—Sophia M. Payton, Florida Suncoast Chapter

D ID  YO U  KNOW ...there were 
approximately 3,000 racers who 
flew the Powder Puff Derby 
between 1947 and 1977? Many 
flew more than one race. They 
flew 5,029,955 race miles, more 
than 200 times around the 
world, and were welcomed by 
more than 41 states and 175 
different cities (some more than 
once). Some of these pilots are 
still active and still racing!

Barbara Sierchio and Nancy 
Wright, along with Rudy Brown 
o f Rodda Construction, break 
ground fo r  new building.



GRASS ROOTS  Section and Chapter reporters share their recent activities

From First Canadian Scrapbook, b y  s h i r l e y  a l l e n .  First Canadian chapter

Seated at The 99s booth at 
the Toronto Aviation & 
Aircraft Show are 
Chairman Marilyn 
Dickson and Lauren 
Nelson Boutet.

Following dinner at the Canadian Women in Aviation 
Conference, keynote speaker Dr. Dave Williams, a 
Canadian astronaut, autographs photos fo r  Anna 
Pangrazzi, East Canada Section Governor; Rosella 
Bjomson, Captain, Canadian International Airlines: 
and Nat McHafpe, Chairman, First Canadian 
Chapter.

A mandatory stop fo r  the Air Race Classic Race from  
El Paso, Texas, to Willoughby, Ohio, was the Toronto 
City Centre Airport. Toronto Stop Chairman Margo 
McCutcheon— along with Jackie Donaldson, Helen 
Swallow and Barbara Melot— were there to greet 
them.

Robin Murray, president o f  
the new Toronto Aerospace 
Museum (TAM), presents 
99s Award in Aviation to 
Margo McCutcheon as Nat 
McHaffie, general manager 
o f  TAM and Chairman o f  
First Canadian Chapter, 
looks on.

Some o f the Canadian women attending the Canadian Women in Aviation Conference in June last year on the 
campus o f  the Belleville Loyalist College near Trenton, Ontario. The conference was held in conjunction with 
the East Canada Section Meeting whose theme was “A Celebration o f  Women. ”

THE AUSTRALIAN SECTION
The Australian Section cordially invites all 

99s to join them for their Section meeting May 
12 at the International College o f Tourism & 
Hotel Management in Sydney. And to join the 
Australian Women Pilots Association for their 
50th Anniversary Conference May 11 to 15.

Sydney is the birthplace of the AWPA. The 
conference offers a spectacular venue with the 
atmosphere of a retreat, as well as the intimacy 
of a large guest house where you can meet old 
friends and make new ones. Most activities are 
planned to take place at the college. Opening 
night of the conference will be at the Power House 
Museum where a new photographic exhibition, 
“Women Aviators,” is on display

An all-inclusive price o f $655 Australian 
dollars includes board and room.

For registration and program details, check 
the website (www.awpa.org.au) or contact Kerry 
Nolan, AWPA conference, 16 Antoinette Ave., 
N are llan , NSW, A u stra lia , o r e -m ail to 
mp.obrien @ uws.edu.au

MID-ATLANTIC SECTION MEETING
The Delaware Chapter will host the Spring 

Mid-Atlantic Section Meeting April 7-8.
— Christine Schissler

NORTHWEST SECTION MEETING
The NW Section Meeting was hosted by 

three Chapters represented by seven members 
from North Dakota, two from Montana and one 
from Wyoming. A seminar, “Flying the B-l 
Bomber,” was presented by two of the first 
women B -l combat pilots, now members of

The 99s, who are 
s ta tioned  at 
E l l s w o r t h  
Airbase in South 
Dakota.

We had a 50- 
mile bus tour to 
our banquet at 
C razy  H orse 
M onum ent and
50 m iles to the „  , , , ,  , _ ,
aw esom e light- Be,h Luc>' Nor,h Dako,a 
ing ceremony at Chapter, holding stained 
M t. R ushm ore glass 99s logo.
Monument.

The North Dakota Chapter presented past 
chairman Beth Lucy with a unique stained glass 
“suncatcher” modeled after our 99s logo.

—Audrey L. Baird

http://www.awpa.org.au


SOUTHWEST SECTION MEETING
The Orange County Chapter hosted the Southwest 

Fall Section Meeting at beautiful Big Bear in California. 
Talk about flair, talk about style, talk about walking on 
air. Our Chapter is still up in the air over the tremendous 
success for everyone who participated in this event or
chestrated by Beverley Allen. More than 250 of us gath
ered at the Northwoods Resort to enjoy the scenery, our 
exquisite accommodations, wonderful food, fascinating 
informative seminars and a reunion extraordinaire!

There were 55 private airplanes piloted by 99s that 
landed at Big Bear Airport. Other 99s flew commercially 
into Ontario, with the remaining ones driving. Everyone 
who flew in was met by local 99s or 49 l/2s and shuttled 
to and from the airport of their choice under the direction 
of Patty Murray assisted by Sandy Ruller. Patty also do
nated her hangar at Big Bear Airport for a welcoming com
mittee to greet and Vicky Anderson videotaped the arrivals.

All the normal registration glitches were dispatched 
with ease by our fearless registrars Thon Griffith and 
Shirley Tanner, aptly assisted by their laptop computers. 
Handing out the numerous goodies and name tags were 
Marie Hoefer, Bev Allen, Shirley McFall. Kay Kimura. 
Letty Bassler, Cynthia Shoefer, Charlene Hengesh and me.

Sue Ballew, Marie Hoefer and Bev Allen handled 
the lakeside barbecue and treasure hunt Friday night. Vicky 
Anderson showed her "arrivals” tape at the breakfast Sat
urday morning. The business meeting was very informa
tive and productive.

Seminars in the afternoon were presented to a stand- 
ing-room-only crowd. At one of the seminars, Celia 
Vanderpool introduced the speakers, Lee Duke and 
M ichelle D avis, from NASA-DRYDEN located at 
Edwards Air Force Base. At the other seminar conducted 
by Celia those attending were treated to a great look at 
Celia’s solo flight from California to Alaska where she 
earned her float plane rating, which enabled her to be 
employed there flying sportspersons into the “outback” 
of Alaska. We learned a lot about mountain flying and 
survival techniques.

Our Silent Auction fundraiser was really exciting and 
very successful. Pat Prentiss and Brenda Jackson kept close 
tabs on the rapid-paced bidding. It was Brenda who also 
kept the “Fly-By" purchasing lively and fun.

Even the lighting for the gourmet banquet was en
chanting, and our excellent speaker— SR-71 pilot, Marta 
Bohn-Meyer— kept all of us on the edge of our seats as 
she ran through the incredible information regarding the

Ready fo r  registration at the Southwest Section Meeting 
are Orange County Chapter members Thon Griffith, 
Mary Van Velzer, Shirley Tanner, Marie Hoefer, Letty 
Bassler, Bev Allen and Pat Prentiss. — Photo by Vicky 
Anderson

craft's design, performance capabilities, history, purpose 
and her unique flying experiences, which ended by all of 
us rising for a standing ovation.

Vicky Anderson was presented the SW Section Pilot 
o f the Year Trophy and Orange County Chapter received 
the SW Section’s Public Relations plaque.

Sunday morning we congregated in the hospitality 
room where Eleanor Todd and Barbara Ward provided food 
and drinks, and C.J. and Steve Rietz gave us weather brief
ings before we departed with warm memories o f a won
derful weekend. —Mary Van Velzer

SOUTH CENTRAL SECTION MEETING
Lee Kensett and Dorothy Dickerhoof were the only 

Kansas 99s attending the SC Section meeting in Dallas. 
They reported the afternoon seminars were well attended. 
Wally Funk and Jerri Truhill were speakers.

The banquet speaker was Pat Jayne Keefer, who with 
her mother, the late Marion Jayne, won the 1994 Round 
the W orld A ir Race and cap tu red  the Federation  
Aeronautique International Gold Medal. Her presentation 
included a video of the trip.

The Spring Section Meeting will be held in Denver 
April 14-16. There will be a flea market table o f donated 
items from Chapters which will be for the benefit of the 
Section. The South Central Section recently donated $500 
to the 99s Endowment Fund.—Jackie Sauder

COMING IN FUTURE ISSUES OF THIS MAGAZINE:

MARCH/APRIL
Conference 2000 information 
and registration materials

MAY/JUNE
Reports on interesting flying va
cations and trips

JULY/AUGUST  
D eadline July 9

Chapter reports on one special 
activity: How  long have you

been doing this? What have you 
learned? Do you have SOPs that 
would be available to other chap
ters? if it is a fund-raiser, who 
benefits from the event?

The emphasis w ill be on 
what each Chapter considers its 
"major" activity for the year. Ar
ticles should be 300-500 words, 
accompanied by one or two pho
tos. These will be used on a first- 
come/first run basis.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
AE recipients and Convention High
lights

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Anniversary historical issue focus
ing on our museums

Your comments are appreciated 
as well as your submissions of ar
ticles and photos to support the edi
torial themes for each issue.

—Betty Rowley

Ram Allen-Smith 
Coyote Country 
Instrument

Rachel Baber
Virginia
Commercial

Wendy Boyes 
British Columbia Coast 
Multi IFR

Marilee Cardinal 
Delaware
Commercial Balloon

Shauna Clements 
Greater Seattle 
CFI

Alisin Chalker 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Instrument

Rat Compton 
Florida Goldcoast 
ATP

Beatrice Desper
Connecticut
Multiengine

Susan Field 
Florida Goldcoast 
Instrument

Sunni Gibbons 
Santa Maria Valley 
Instrument

Alisa Hagerty 
Greater Seattle 
AMEL

Susan Laskos 
Delaware
Instrument and Commercial

Lisa Odermatt 
British Columbia Coast 
Multi IFR

Raleen Ranger 
British Columbia Coast 
Commercial & Multi IFR

Toni Reinhard 
Western Washington 
Seaplane

Katja Selchow
Tucson
ATP

Kimberly Spath 
Aux Plains 
Commercial

Fbm Sprang 
Women With Wings 
CFII

Marcelaine Wininger 
Michigan
Commercial and CFI

News for the magazine 
should be sent to Editor, 
Betty Rowley, 807 N. Waco, 
Suite 22, Wichita, KS 67203, 
fax 316-263-7350 or e-mail 
<editor99news @ aol.com>



Delaware Chapter Secretary 
Christine Schissler visits with 
aviation pioneer Boh Hoover 
at AOPA Convention in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey.

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
COAST CHAPTER

Once again Libby Weiss 
did an excellent job of planning 
and organizing a successful 
poker run in which more than 
20 aircraft participated, raising 
about $1,000 as they flew to 
five out of seven airports. Fi
nal aw ards w ere held  at 
Abbotsford (British Columbia) 
International Airport (CYXX).

— Colette Morin

ANTELOPE VALLEY 
CHAPTER

The fall was filled with 
many activities. Our Fox Fly- 
In was a low-key sort of get- 
together. We manned the cold 
drink information booths and 
made a small profit. Swap-A- 
Ride was one of the highlights.

Our Flying Companion 
Seminar was a big success. We 
had 16 participants and feed
back evaluations were positive. 
We have requests for another 
class focusing on sectional 
charts. Members who work on 
these seminars deserve a lot of 
credit because they require a 
whole lot o f planning and a 
great deal of time and effort to 
be successful.

On Sunday, March 12, our 
Chapter will sponsor our annual 
Poker Run and barbecue at 
Rosamond Skypark. All pilots 
and friends of aviation are invited 
to participate in this day of fly
ing to various local airports to 
gather poker hands. Lots of 
prizes, good food and fun. Pro
ceeds fund av iation-related  
safety and educational activities 
and scholarships. For more info, 
contact Elle Coussens at 661- 
948-5960 —Diana Tanner

Southwest Section member Ana Camberos Province was 
presented a plaque by Assemblyman Steve Baldwin o f  the 
77th District o f the California State Legislature fo r  her 
dedicated service in promoting women in aviation.

COLORADO CHAPTER
O ur tr ip  to H u tch inson , K ansas, to v is it the 

Cosmosphere Space Center was great, a very pleasant and 
“re-educational" experience. The SR-71 Blackbird plane, 
which is suspended from the ceiling at the entrance to the 
building, is awe-inspiring.

All of the exhibits are also very well done and make 
you want to reach out and touch things heretofore seen 
only on the television screen. After the tour, we had a 
choice o f a rocket science demo, planetarium show in the 
Justice Planetarium Theatre or movie in the IMAX The
atre.—Anita Hessinx

YAVAPAI CHAPTER
Proceeds from our silent auction and used book sale 

held at the Prescott Air Fair were used to benefit our Schol
arship and Education Fund. Our members contributed time 
for research, typing and painting to Irene Leverton’s dis
play on “Women in Aviation” at the fair. Irene, one of the 
women chosen for the Mercury 13 Space Program, spent 
more than four months creating this comprehensive dis
play which illustrates the contributions of women in avia
tion during the past 90 years. —Mary Samuels

INDIANA DUNES CHAPTER
Jan Topp. T.J. Shaum, Audrey Karp, Dee Nusbaum, 

Cilia Meachem and Linda Mattingly manned a booth at 
an EAA-sponsored Pancake Breakfast Fly-in held at 
LaPorte Airport.

They sold aviation-oriented items and acquainted the 
public with The 99s. Chapter members recently painted a 
beautiful compass rose at this airport and conducted a 
highly successful air rally from this site as well.

— Christine Murdock

Indiana Dunes Chapter members at EAA Pancake 
Breakfast Fly-in at LaPorte Airport.

Virginia Chapter members Leo Barber, Sharon 
Blodinger and Betty Vinson accompany Sara Parmenter 
(front center) when she received a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from  the Virginia Department o f  Aviation.

COYOTE COUNTRY CHAPTER
Our ninth Annual Poker Run at French Valley Air

port in Temecula, California, was a great success with 
about 450 hands being sold and 70 prizes awarded. Six 
airports in mostly inland San Diego and Riverside coun
ties were involved. Our thanks to the Oklahoma Chapter 
for giving us the idea of wearing red felt vests.

— Kathryn Buckman

GREATER SEATTLE CHAPTER
Vanecia Adderson, Joyce Harding, Ilovene Potter and 

Sandra Sullivan, four o f our Chapter Charter Members, 
attended our 30th anniversary celebration at Pierce County 
Airport, Puyallup, Washington. Sandra spoke about her 
personal memories o f people and events over the Chapter’s
30-year history and reflected on the encouragement she 
received from The 99s as a new pilot.

A lso, Capt. Susan Rank, C -141 Comm ander at 
McChord AFB, discussed general aviation activities in and 
around AOAs from the military pilot’s perspective and 
told us about her recent trip to Antarctica via New Zealand.

— Marian Hartley

Greater Seattle Charter Members Ilovene Potter, 
Sandra Sullivan, Vanecia Adderson and Joyce Harding 
celebrating the 30th anniversary o f  their Chapter.

VIRGINIA CHAPTER
Members helped retired air traffic controller Maxine 

Walker celebrate a dual accomplishment: her 80th birthday 
and the reinstatement o f her medical!—Betty Vinson



OKLAHOMA CHAPTER
Our members had a lot to talk about when they met 

to celebrate the end of a big year for The 99s— with both 
the Convention and the opening of the new 99s Museum 
of W omen Pilots. They are shown here at G ladys 
McCaslin’s second home at Cookson Airport on Lake 
Tenkiller. Many Oklahoma Chapter members and former 
members live at Cookson.

Also attending the meeting was South Central Sec
tion Governor Bonita Ades. Bonita was in the state to help 
with the Regional NIFA meet at Stillwater about 100 miles 
away for a few days preceding our meeting, so Poochie 
Rotzinger. who also faithfully works at NIFA Regionals 
and Nationals, brought her along to our meeting.

— Carol Sokatch

INDIANA CHAPTER
Member Margaret Ringenberg was among the six per

sons who received the prestigious Elder Statesman of Avia
tion Award from the National Aeronautic Association at 
their ceremony on November 4.

The purpose of the Elder Statesman of Aviation Award 
is to honor outstanding Americans, who by their efforts over 
a period of years, have made contributions of significant 
value to aeronautics, and have reflected credit upon America 
and themselves.

Margaret has been fascinated with aviation since she 
took her first plane ride at the age of 7. She earned her 
private pilot’s license by age 21, and was called by the 
U.S. Army Air Force to join the WASPs.

Since WW II, she has been deeply involved in air 
racing— winning many trophies and awards. In 1994, she 
flew a Cessna 340 in an "Around-the-World Air Race.” 
She has more than 40,(XX) flying hours. Her story has been 
widely covered by the media and she has helped to open 
many doors for other women pilots.

For more information, visit www.naa-usa.org

MT. SHASTA CHAPTER
Our Flying Companion Seminar at Benton Field, 

Redding, California, was a huge success. We are blessed 
with some master teachers. The segments were so good 
that everyone of us in the group received something of 
value, as well as our students. One thing for sure though: 
It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser.

— Donna Taylor

Diane Schneeweis (middle with long blond hair) with 
students Elizabeth Johnson, Julie Ostendorf and Anita 
Libbee at Mt. Shasta's Flying Companion Seminar.

TENNESSEE CHAPTER
On November 6. our Chapter organized and hosted a 

birthday party at the Morristown (Tennessee) Airport for 
Evelyn Bryan Johnson who had just turned 90 years old. 
Evelyn has been a teacher, mentor and friend to so many 
people that more than 500 of them from at least six states 
came to help her celebrate.

Representatives came from the Tennessee Aeronau
tics Commission, the Silver Wings Fraternity, the Geor
gia Hall o f Fame and the AOPA, to name a few. Author 
William Kershner was there from Sewanee to present 
Evelyn with a reproduction of the "Blue Max” and Darrell 
Sexton— on behalf of the McGhee Tyson Tower control
lers— presented her with an Honorary Air Traffic Con
troller Award of Merit.

Tennessee 99s dug shirt-tails out of storage that had 
been signed by students who had soloed under Evelyn and 
hung them along the fence bordering the ramp of the 
Morristown Airport terminal building. The terminal build
ing itself was adorned with festive decorations for the event.

“I have never seen a group of women work so hard, 
get along so well and put on such a wonderful party,” 
Evelyn said. — Genie Rae O 'Kelley

WOMEN WITH WINGS CHAPTER
Members and 66s flew gliders at Marion County, Ohio, 

and ultralights at Hoder Field in Louisville. Ohio.
— Chris Gurnick

COLUMBIA CASCADE CHAPTER 
We held our 

annual banquet for 
the installation of 
new officers in Oc
tober. D uring the 
banquet, a drawing 
w as held  for the 
beautiful quilt that 
was created for the 
purpose of raising 
funds to  provide 
services and contri
butions to women 
in flight. The win
ner w as M arcy 
Lange, a member of Marcy Lange, winner o f  drawing 
ou r C hapter. We
want to thank all those who bought chances on this quilt 
at the International Convention in Oklahoma City.

— Leslie Dickinson

TUCSON CHAPTER
Our Annual Tucson Trea

sure Hunt was truly a treasure. 
There was great anticipation 
among the members who met 
under Arizona’s clear blue skies 
on Friday, November 12. In ad
dition to Arizona contestants, 
hunters flew in from California 
and Texas to take part.

Judges were extra tough 
this year. They escorted hunters 
all the way to their planes and 
withheld clues from each crew 
until the props were spinning. 
Twenty airplanes flew the route 
to so lve the cow boy-them e 
riddles.

Flour bombing provided 
the usual laughs for our ground 
crew. “The safest place was 
right in the middle of that or
ange and white parachute,” re
ported crewman DaveTornbom.

It looked as if a lot of spot- 
landing practice had taken place 
since last year’s event, and with
out the aid o f the video, it would 
have been extremely difficult to 
determine the winner.

Contestants took a break to 
refuel at Wilcox terminal and 
chow  dow n on brow n bag 
lunches. There was some con
versation, but mostly they stud
ied charts and clue sheets. Then 
it was back in the air to solve 
more clues on the way back to 
Tucson.

Eighty-eight happy cow 
pokes attended the Saturday 
evening banquet and enjoyed 
the slide show and video of the 
day ’s ac tiv ities. O ur emcee, 
Dave Fitzsim m ons, editorial 
cartoonist for The Arizona Daily 
Star, provided on-the-spot car
toons and w itty comm entary 
which kept the diners laughing 
all night.

It was another happy hunt 
and all the effort and time spent 
by the group who planned and 
helped at this event was really 
appreciated. —Kaye Craig

http://www.naa-usa.org


SAN GABRIEL 
VALLEY CHAPTER

Some of our members met 
at Ontario Airport to tour the 
UPS facilities— a fascinating 
look at how packages are sorted 
and shipped. There are 26 arriv
als and departures daily. We 
toured one of their 747s and 
watched the unloading of an ar
rival plane.

Our members also worked 
at the B rackett A irport and 
ElMonte Airport Air Fairs pro
viding information to potential 
members and representing gen
eral aviation to the com m u
nity.—Judie Wilson

HOUSTON CHAPTER
We held our 40th anniver

sary party at the Old San Fran
cisco Steak House in Houston, 
Texas, on October 30 with 51 
members, friends, relatives and 
guests present. Chairman An
drea Chay showed a PowerPoint 
presentation by Brooks Cima of 
photographs found in old scrap
books. Guest speaker Maybelle 
Fletcher highlighted some of 
her amazing flying experiences. 
We are looking forward to many 
more years o f fun in 2000 and 
beyond. —Ava C. Sumpter

Jessica McMillan was an 
Amelia Earhart Memorial 
Scholarship recipient in 1995. 
" If you set your heart on 
something you really want to 
do, you can do it, ” Jessica 
told AEMS recipients at the 
1999 awards luncheon.

Kansas Chapter members Phyllis Blanton, Janet Rine, 
Marguerite Lawrence and Karen Tucker at the 
“Famous Women " show at the Wichita Center fo r  the 
Arts.

KANSAS CHAPTER
Phyllis Blanton, Janet Rine and Karen Tucker built 

a display for a Holiday Tables design show at the Wichita 
Center for the Arts Museum in November. The theme 
was “Famous Women.”

The background structure o f the display was con
structed from old corrugated aluminum, with tools, work 
benches and other aviation memorabilia arranged to re
semble a 1929 hangar.

The table was set with a silver tea service, cookies, 
flowers and candles. Completing the display was an over
sized invitation— like the one Amelia sent to women pi
lots in 1929 inviting them to a meeting to talk about form
ing a new organization composed of women pilots.

The show, which was attended by more than 2,000 
people, provided very good exposure for our Chapter and 
The 99s.

HIGH COUNTRY CHAPTER
How many chapters have a member who manages 

an airport? We do. Jessica  M cM illan operates the 
Glenwood Springs Municipal Airport and our Chapter is 
very proud of her. We had heard about the difficulties en
countered by Jessica and her husband as they were get
ting the airport and its buildings into shape. “After I bought 
the flight school,” Jessica says, “I went three months with
out a day off, working 14 to 16 hours, from sun-up to 
sundown, seven days a week.”

Jessica now has one of the busiest flight schools in 
the western part of Colorado. In September a group o f us 
drove from Grand Junction to Glenwood Springs to the 
airport’s open house to see the finished product.

The airport is located in a valley surrounded by moun
tains on all sides. There is one runway, 3,300 feet long by 
50 feet wide. On a calm day, landing is easy, but add some 
wind or fog and the slogan on the airport’s T-shirts says it 
all: “Glenwood Aviation: Where GOOD pilots land.”

We arrived in time for a picnic lunch. Free Glenwood 
Springs hats were available, and a nice crowd was busy 
buying T-shirts. Rides were offered in a motorized hang 
glider and in other planes.

Jessica has six airplanes available for rental or flight 
instruction. She has a Jeppesen flight simulator and the 
airport is well-stocked with pilot supplies.

— Ruth S. Anderson

Connecticut Chapter members held an Aviation Day 
fo r  Hartford Girl Scouts. Peggy Loeffler, Laurie 
Reeves, Maureen Snider, Beth Robinson, Bea Desper 
and Nina Anderson hand out souvenirs to the Scouts.

CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
The end of 1999 found our Chapter very busy ac

complishing projects we had planned. An airmarking at 
the Chester Airport was completed with many compli
ments from the FBO and other pilots who fly out of 
Chester.

Peggy Loeffler contacted a Girl Scout Troop in Hart
ford and initiated an Aviation Day for its members. They 
toured the Bradley Air Museum, the airport, the control 
tower and the United Technologies fleet of aircraft. Sev
eral members flew their planes in and invited the girls to 
visit their cockpits.

Our own professional members provided an insight 
into the careers to be found in aviation. Among the speak
ers were members, Capt. Laurie Reeves of United Air
lines; Marilyn Pearson of the FAA; Nina Anderson, a re
tired corporate je t pilot, and form er m em ber Ruth 
Zimmerman, a retired airline pilot.—Carol Phelps

Archivist Enid DeBois (center) shows an Air Transport 
Auxiliary uniform worn by Margaret Dunlap. With her 
are British 99s Jill Honisett and Daphne Poynter and 
49 1/2 Lou Benson.

CANADIAN ROCKIES CHAPTER
In addition to enjoying the 99s’ exhibit at the Finnish 

Aviation Museum, Director Mardell Haskins and I flew 
to England to visit with 99s attending the British Women 
Pilots Association Annual General Meeting.

—June Mills Benson

mm?



AIRMARKING LETTERS

MID-COLUMBIA CHAPTER
Calm winds and a clear sky greeted all those expert 

painters who flew in to LaGrande, Oregon, on September 
18 for an airmarking activity. “Many hands make light 
work” as the old saying goes—  and Susan Johnson, Anne 
English, Marjy Leggett, Elayne Brower, Mary Cooke, Lise 
Pederson, Karyn and Mike Wiemers, Vickie Gassoway 
and sons Gabe and Dave working together made an easy 
job of repainting “La Grande” 011 the tarmac. Vickie’s hus
band Dave provided sandwich fixings for a light picnic 
lunch before everyone took off into the afternoon winds.

— Victoria Gassoway
LaGrande Airport, Oregon, with its repaint job.

Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter airmarking crew at 
Brandywine Airport, West Chester, Pennsylvania: Lola 
Tomlinson, Linda Robinson, Julie Compton, Eileen 
Tonkinson, Shelly Katz, Fran Kominsky, Grace Lloyd, 
Kate Macario, Gayle Henze, Alice Wright, Laura 
Fonseca. Anne Shields, Nancy Kyle, Elise Hanlan and 
Canivet Macario.

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA CHAPTER
On Saturday, September 18, a beautiful sunny day, 

the Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter, under the guidance of 
Carol Knickerbocker and her committee, undertook an 
a irm ark ing  at B randyw ine A irport fo r “EL 466 
BRANDYWINE 123.0" and the painting was completed 
early that afternoon.

International Airmarking Chairman Ellen Nobles- 
Harris and her 49 1/2 Jerry, were on hand to watch our 
progress and photograph our work as it unfolded.

Afterward, everyone enjoyed a picnic lunch provided 
by the Brandywine Airport Pilots Association.

—Joan Landrey

Admiring the Yerington (Nevada) Airport compass rose 
are Ann Batty, Jerry Barden, Jerry Beatty, Phyllis Ross, 
DeWitt Ross, Dorothy Barden and Elaine Brown.

RENO AREA CHAPTER
Last July, the Reno Area Chapter airmarked the air

port in Quincy, California. We also put a compass rose 
near where the helicopter markings are. Those helping at 
this airmarking were Linda Mae Draper, Jan Bishop, Elaine 
Brown, Dorothy Baer, Pat and John Brinnand and my 49 
1/2, Jerry Barden. We also had the help of Bus Hogenson 
and Kent Karge.

Then in September, we airmarked Yerington Airport 
in Nevada, finishing painting of the name, elevation, num
bers, thresholds and a compass rose on September 29, just 
two days before their Air Show. The city of Yerington was 
very grateful for our efforts. They treated us to dinner, 
gave me a key to the city and we received many letters of 
appreciation for all our work.

All of our markings show up great from the air!
— Dorothy Barden

MISSION BAY CHAPTER
Charter Member Bobbi Trout 

and Fran Bera of Mission Bay Chap
ter cut the ribbons at the San Diego 
Aerospace Museum ceremony Sep
tember 14 to mark the commence
ment o f a year-long recognition of 
“Women of Flight.” Also in atten
dance were members of the “San Di
ego Six” Chapters (Palomar, San Di
ego, Mission Bay, Coyote Country, 
Borrego Springs and El Cajon Valley).

— Darlene Kelley 
Palomar Chapter

I AM VERY INTERESTED in 
finding information about 
women in space. I am a journal
ist and would like to write an 
article about the first all-woman 
crew in the space flight planned 
by NASA. Can you help me 
contact some women pilots here 
in Europe?

My e-mail address is: 
ingrid.kragl@euronet.be. 
Thanks. —Ingrid Kragl

PEGGY (MEANEY) HAYNES, 
my 88-year-old mother, was a 
member of The 99s a long time 
ago. She is from Ardmore, Penn
sylvania. and spent a lot of her 
time in Pinehurst, North Caro
lina.

She now lives in Port Char
lotte. Florida. She is in great 
health. She often talks of her 
great days of flying and would 
like to hear from some of her 
flying companions.

Peggy (Meaney) Haynes

You may write to her in care 
of my address, 6204 Spanish 
Main Drive, Apollo Beach, 
Florida 33572 or e-mail 
mjoiner883@aol.com.

— Peggy Joiner

Fran Bera and Bobbi Trout at 
San Diego Aerospace Museum 
ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Eastern New England Chapter members attended a recent AOPA 
“Town Meeting. ” They are Martha Dunbar, Allegra Osborne, Pat 
Theberge, Katharine Barr and Michelee Cabot.

mailto:ingrid.kragl@euronet.be
mailto:mjoiner883@aol.com


WINGS SCHOLARSHIPS
Wendy Stefan iak 
Greater Seattle 
Phase I

Mary Saylor 
Monterery Bay 
Phase II

Gabrielle Adelman 
Monterey Bay 
Phase III

Pam Sprang 
Women With Wings 
Phase III

Donna Wilson-Sommer 
Greater Seattle 
Phase III

Emily Ives 
Coyote County 
Phase IV

Gay Wohlin 
Women With Wings 
Phase IV

Eva R. Mejia 
Inland Empire 
Phase X

Marilyn Horvath 
Indiana 
Phase IX

Marjy Leggett 
Mid-Columbia 
Phase XII

Adelle Bedrossian 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Phase XIII

BOOKS
Amelia Earhart, Young Air 
Pioneer, originally published 
nearly 50 years ago by Bobbs- 
Merrill, has been redesigned and 
published by Patria Press as 
Volume I in a new Young Patri
ots Series.

Now an octogenarian, 
author Jane Moore Howe says 
she gained fascinating informa
tion for writing the book in 1949 
by corresponding with Amelia’s 
sister, Muriel, who provided, 
many details of their childhood 
that she couldn’t have found any 
other way.

The hard-bound book of 
112 pages retails for $14.95.

MARION BARNICK 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Our Marion Barnick Memorial 
Scholarship offers $1,000 toward a 
rating. Recipient must have been a 99 
for at least two years. For details, 
contact Jeanne M cElhatton, 2621 
Belmont Canyon Road, Belmont, CA 
94002. Phone: 650-591-0565.

— Pat Lowers 
Santa Clara Valley Chapter

BONNIE AND ARCHIE GANN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

The Bonnie and Archie Gann 
M em orial S cho la rsh ip s w ill be 
awarded at the Southeast Section 
Meeting in April.

These awards of $ 1,000 each are

open only to qualified women and 
men pilots in the southeast section of 
the United States looking for CFI/ 
CFII ratings. Entries will be open 
from February 15 to March 15. Win
ners do not have to be present.

Inquiries may be made to Shirley 
Zillig, Head Trustee, 779 E. Merritt 
Island Cswy., PMB 732, Merritt Is
land, FL 32952-3309. Phone: 321- 
633-1427 Fax: 321 -631 -0395 e-mail: 
shirlzee@aol.com

SHANNON L. JIPSEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Kevin M orris and M ichelle 
Richards each received $500 from the 
Shannon L. Jipsen Scholarship Fund 
at Central Missouri State University in

Shannon L. Jipsen (center) with 
scholarship recipients Michelle 
Richards and Kevin Morris.

Warrensburg, Missouri.
Shannon is a member o f the 

Kentucky Bluegrass Chapter. She is 
currently accident investigation chair 
for the Independent Pilots Association 
union for UPS pilots.

TOUCH & GO’S
• Mary Ann Knierim. Gulfstream Chapter, is teaching 
a course in Fear of Flying at the Aviation Institute at 
Broward Community College in Hollywood, Florida.

• Lee O ’Reilly, British Columbia Coast, is 1st Officer 
with Air Canada flying an A320.

• Denise Kitson, British Columbia Coast, is 1 st Officer 
with Sky Service Ltd. flying an A320.

• Laurie Reeves, Connecticut Chapter, has been 
upgraded to Captain at United Airlines. She is flying left 
seat in a Boeing 767-200.

• Ann Piggott, Top o f  Texas Chapter, will instruct 
ground school at Amarillo College.

• Sue Weitz. Women With Wings, was named First 
Officer in a King Air for TWA.

• Linda Wood, Eastern Pennsylvania Chapter, was 
elected president of the Wilmington, Delaware, Chapter 
of EAA.

NEW HORIZONS
The 99s extend their prayers and thoughts 

to the families o f  this 99 and 49/12.
NORMA McELVAIN BARR. San Antonio Chapter, 
sucumbed to liver cancer in November at the Air Force 
Village Health Care Center. It was little wonder that Nonna 
became a pilot since both of her late husbands were mili
tary pilots, as well as her two sons. Her efforts in flying 
and working with The 99s were well supported by all her 
family. She was a continuous member for more than 35 
years, and held various chapter offices and was chairman 
in 1965. She was the glue that held the San Antonio 99s 
together by faithfully telephoning the entire Chapter ros
ter to remind us of special activities, event reservations 
and general information. —Gloria Blank

San Antonio Chapter

Harold Wertz, 49 1/2 o f Kathy Wertz, Coyote Country 
Chapter, passed away on November 21 after a stroke. 
Harold is well remembered as a child star in the “Our 
Gang” movie. — Kathryn Buckman

Coyote Country Chapter

GENERAL AVIATION
AIRLINE PILOT HIRING set an all- 
tim e record in 1999 with alm ost
16,000 new pilot jobs for the year. The 
hiring forecast for 2000 should exceed 
14,500. —Air, Inc., Atlanta, Georgia

SPEAKERS AT WOMEN IN Avia
tion International Conference to be 
held March 9-11 at Memphis Cook 
Convention Center in Memphis, Ten
nessee, will include two 99 NEWS 
former cover girls: astronaut Eileen 
Collins and SR-71 pilot Marta Bohn- 
Meyer.

AIR. INC. SEMINAR drew 434 pi
lots and 83 airline recruiters to its 
Career Day Seminar held at Atlanta, 
Georgia. “We need pilots!” was the

message airline recruiters sent to new 
hires in attendance. To learn more 
about future Air, Inc. seminars, visit 
www.jet.jobs.com. or fax 404-592- 
6615.

“LIBERTY BELL" RESTORATION 
is tak ing  p lace at K ansas 
Cosm osphere & Space C enter in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, where a crew is 
dismantling and cleaning the space
craft once piloted by Gus Grissom and 
recently recovered from the bottom of 
the Atlantic Ocean. The spacecraft is 
credited with the considerable in
crease in attendance at the Center.

For more information visit their 
website (www.cosmos.org)

EM B RY -R ID D LE A eronautical 
University has a new competitive pay- 
and-benefits package in place at both 
ERAU cam puses in F lorida and 
Arizona which exceeds the industry 
average. ERAU expects this new 
package to attract qualified instructors 
from around the world to meet its 
need for instructors. Their website is 
www.embryriddle.edu

20TH WORLD ASSEMBLY of the 
International C ouncil o f A ircraft 
Owner and Pilot Associations will be 
held September 24-29 in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. This meeting will focus on 
the state o f world general aviation and 
aerial work and plan future courses 
of action.

mailto:shirlzee@aol.com
http://www.jet.jobs.com
http://www.cosmos.org
http://www.embryriddle.edu
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117 Southwest Winterpark Lane 
Lee^ Summit, MO 64081 

816/554-2567

I SIMPSON DESIGN. INC.
Afrfc |5§4gU^TTjDIO

9 4 3  N O R T H  W E S T L IN K  

W IC H IT A . K A N S A S  6 7 2 1 2  

3 1 6  - 2 6 3  - 9 1 1 0  

3 1 6 - 7 2 2 - 8 5  7 7

PAJRIC ROW LEY &
Graphic Arts /

807 North Waco, Suite 22, Wichita. KS 67203 
316-263-9110 / Fax 316-263-7350

BUSINESS CARD ADS
Send your b u sin e ss card and $50 
check made out to The Ninety-Nines 
to 99 News, 807 N. W aco, Ste 22, 
Wichita, K S  67203. Ads willl run as 
submitted first-come, first run where 
space is available.

KOMeter
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Monitor

Protect yourself, family and 

passengers from this silent killer!

i Visual and Aural Warnings 

1 Single Button Operation 

■ Programmable Alarm Tone 

' H igh Contrast Display with 
Auto Brightness Control 

1 Easy Installation/Operation 

' For aircraft use only 

' Three Year W arranty 

1 Patent Pending 

' Carbon Monoxide (CO) is an odorless/colorless TOXIC CAS. 

1 Solid state sensors with microcomputer monitoring 

' Universal Coordinated Tim e (UTC|/Zulu/GMT Clock 

1 Corrected for Altitude, Temperature and Relative Humidity

Simulation Systems and Applications, Inc. (SSAI) 
Aircraft Systems Division 

10460 Roosevelt Blvd., PMB#301 Dept IW 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33716 USA 

+  1 7 2 7  5 4 4 -4 6 7 3  • +1 727 5 4 4 -6 1 5 4  (f a x )

To Order Call US Toll Free:
1-877-4SIM SYS (1-877-474-6797)

w w w .sim sysinc.com /asd  
e-m ail: in fo@ sim sysin c.com

Fly SafelyT

FOR A DISPLAY ADVERTISING  
RATE SHEET, CALL:

John Shoemaker [ / )  
Village Press 
Traverse City, Michigan. 
1-800-773-7798, ext. 3317

CLASSIFIEDS
W H EN G RANDM A LE AR N E D  TO FLY: A 
Flight Instructor’s Nightmare - by Earline Ames 
is the story of a 75-year-old woman's struggle to 
fulfill a lifelong dream: earning her Private pilot’s 
certificate. It’s a story for the young-in-heart. 
Softcover. Check or money order for $ 14 to Leap 
Frog Press. PO Box 1256. Rocklin, CA 95677.

AIRPLANE QUILT RAFFLE - Sponsored by 
Tucson Chapter 99s as fund-raiser for hosting the 
beginning of Air Race Classic in Tucson, Arizona, 
in June. Contact Gloria Tornbom, 5964 W. Rafter 
Circle. Tucson, AZ 85713. Phone 520-578-2931 or 
e-mail gloriatorn@juno.com

FUTURE AIRLINE PILOTS - military and civilian. 
We offer a top quality complete airline pilot career 
development system delivered on time by experi
enced professionals. Get all the hiring information 
you need to land one of the 12,000+ jobs in ’99! 
Service includes: Monthly magazine and newslet

ter detailing 200+ airlines - M ajors/N at’ls/ 
Regionals/Pax & Cargo. Plus Salary Survey, Appli
cation Handbook, Career Guide - hiring forecast/ 
job search planning & interviewing. Airline Address, 
Fleet & Sim directories, unlimited 800 career coun
seling. Optional - Lifetime resume service. National 
career seminars/job fairs. Interview prep by phone 
for all Majors, Nationals & many more. Plus a full 
range of books to prepare you for your airline inter
views. testing, sim check & medical. New Airline 
Pilot Starter Kit, start right & reach your goal fast. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Discount offered to ALPA, 
AOPA. APA & 99s members. Visit our website at 
www.airapps.com or call Kit Darby’s AIR. Inc. to
day: 800-AIR-APPS.

WOMEN PILOT’S CAREER GUIDANCE - 
CAPT. KAREN KAHN
Ninety-Nines helping Ninety-Nines. Personalized 
career guidance, time-building tips and practice in
terviews from experienced airline captains. In-per

son or phone consultations to accelerate your 
progress and avoid expensive mistakes. 25% dis
count for 99s. Contact Karen Kahn, Aviation Career 
Counseling, 933 Cheltenham Road, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93105, 805-687-9493, fax 805-687-6226 or e- 
mail pilotcnslr@aol.com.

PILOTS CUSTOM FIT SHIRTS
100% Cotton (Sea Island or Egyptian). Choose 
style and fabric, over 50 colors. Manufacturer 
D irect - $75-$95 . F irs tC lassF ash ions, 
617 -803-1314  or v is it ou r w eb site 
www.firstclassfashions.com.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING - $1 per 
word. Minimum charge: $20. Enclose check 
with ad. No charge for name, address, 
telephone/fax. Send to: The Ninety-Nines, Inc., 
Box 965, 7100 Terminal Drive, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73159, USA.

http://www.simsysinc.com/asd
mailto:info@simsysinc.com
mailto:gloriatorn@juno.com
http://www.airapps.com
mailto:pilotcnslr@aol.com
http://www.firstclassfashions.com


C 0 ( k p i t ? !

For the newly 
arrived aviator.

''r c»v:

Also available in 
"Future Pilot" G

Call 24 HRS 1 -800-282-8115 Fax 1 -888-341 -8897
ITEM SIZE COLOR QTY PRICE TOTAL OR MAIL TO:

ADULT T-SHIRT - 100% s o f t , p r e - s h r u n k  c o t t o n . F u l l  c u t . B u c k  l o g o .
S iz e s  SM, MD, LG, XL A v a i u b l e  c o l o r s  -  w h i t e , g o l d , t e a l , w a t e r m e l o n , s u t e  b l u e . 18® CRUISE ALTITUDE 

P M B  22 5 G  
2 0 -0 4  U to p ia  P k w y 

W h ite s to n e , NY 11357

TRAVEL ALARM -  C o m p a c t. S e l f  c o v e r  f l ip s  b a c k  t o  a c t  a s  s ta n d , p r e s s  t o p  f o r  4 m inute
SNOOSE AND BACKLIGHT. EA S Y T O  S E T  FR O N T BUTTONS. 19*a
CAP - 100% BRUSHED C O TTO N . A D JU S TA B LE FABRIC STRAP W/BRASS-LOOK BUCKLE. C A M E L SUEDE BILL 
W/NAVY, BURGUNDY OR B U C K . G O L D  EMBROIDERED LO GO ON CAP. 18?,
MUG ( n o t  s h o w n )  -  D u r a b l e , i n s u u t e d , g l o s s y  b u c k  f in is h . G o l d  l o g o . 
S ip - t h r o u g h  l id  i n c l u d e d . P e r f e c t  f o r  a u t o  b e v e r a g e  w e l l s !

B U C K
ONLY n

BABY BIB - 100% c o t t o n  t e r r y . One s iz e  f i t s  a l l - 
w h i t e  b ib  w i t h  b l u e , p in k  o r  w h i t e  t r i m . 8 fa □ ENCLOSED (CHECK or M.O.)

□ PLEASE CHARGE
□ VISA
□ MasterCard

TODDLER T-SHIRT - 100% S O FT c o t t o n .
S i z e s : 2 . 4 , 5/6. A v a i u b l e  c o l o r s : w h i t e , m e l l o w  y e l l o w , p in k , b l u e .

Q®
a  ea.

BABY ROMPER - 1 0 0 %  c o t t o n .  3 -s n a p  c r o t c h .
B l a c k  l o g o  o n l y . S i z e s : 12 m o n t h s , 18 m o n t h s . A v a i u b l e  c o l o r s : w h i t e , p in k , b l u e . 1 5 “
FLEECE BABY ROMPER - 50% c o tto n / 5 0 %  p o ly e ste r. F u l l  c u t  7 snap c lo s u r e , re in fo rc e d  seams, ribbed 
c u ffs  & le g s. S izes: 18 o r  24 m ths. “F u tu re  P ilo t” lo g o  o n  re d  o r  r o y a l,  “F u tu re  C re w "  on  re d  o r  navy. 17 fa

CARD NUMBER 

EXPIRATION DATE 

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE

NAME ONLY IF 
DELIVERED

NEW YORK

81/4%

SUBTOTAL

ADDRESS SALES TAX

CITY, STATE, ZIP
SHIPPING 

S HANDLING

DAYTIME PHONE (  ) ^TOTTftL Up to $50 .......................$3.75



Finally a Chronograph for a Lady!
Suggested Retail as 
shown: $475.00 
Your Price: $349.25 

All Stainless Steel 
Retail: $450.00 
Your Price: $325.00

Swiss
Manufactured Chronograph

Solid Stainless Steel 
Unidirectional Bezel 
Sapphire Crystal 
3 Timing Subdials 
Luminous Hands 
Date Display 
Safety Clasp 
Screw-Down Crown 
Water Resistant 330 ft.

CALL NOW! 
800- 200-0070
Morton Suggestion Co. 
PO Box 76 
Mt Prospect, IL 60056

B ro u g h t to  yo u  by E S Q -E s q u ire  ™ 
part of the M ovad o G ro u p . A vailable 
as s h o w n  in tw o tone sta in less steel, 
o r in sta in less steel.

C all for the full line of M ovad o, E S Q , ” 
C o a c h '"  C o n c o rd !"  Seiko™  & P ulsa r ™ 
W atches.

MOVADO
The Museum.Watch.

S W I S S



Pride
CUSTOM FLIGHT SUITS

TWO COLOR SUITS 
OUR SPECIALTY

Distinctive flight suits 
designed for women 
with both function 
and style in mind.
Poly/coton twill or 
Nomex available.

PANTHER
“P a c i f i c ,  i a c .

EMS WEAR/FLIGHT SUITS
P.O. Box 176 • Lewisville, TX 75067

1-800-497-2340 or 972-219-0581
FAX 972-219-0094 

www.pantherpacific.com

http://www.pantherpacific.com
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GIFTS, CHARTS, EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL, ASA PR O D U C TS, GAMES, BOOKS, PILOT SUPPLIES, FLIG H T APPAREL

e would like to
recognize women's 
contributions to aviation.
The Aviator's Store is a 
complete outfitter for 
jackets, jumpsuits,
jewlery, books, gifts and 
pilot supplies. Please call
for your free catolog, and
ask about our chart 
subscription service.

Lucille Stone: Circa 1930 s

The Aviator̂  Store» 800-635-2007
7201 Perimeter Rd. S., Boeing Field, Seattle, WA. 98108 (206) 763-0666, FAX (206) 763-3428

GIFTS, CHARTS, EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL. ASA PR O D U C TS, GAMES, BOOKS, PILOT SUPPLIES, FLIG H T APPAREL

GIFTS, CHARTS, EDUCATIONAL M
ATERIAL, ASA 

PRODUCTS, GAM
ES, BOOKS, PILOT 

SUPPLIES, FLIGHT 
APPAREL.



AT.T.EJ ION 
WOMEN PILO !

Tucson International Airport, Tucson, Arizona • Barnstable Municipal, Hyannis, Massachusetts

Ithaca, 
lew Yoi

Mattoon 
/  Illinois! lansfield,

O hi</

G arden City,
iw Century, 
K ansas

/Moriarty, 
New Mexico

Tucson,
Arizona

Air Race Classic 
June 20-23, 2000

RACE ROUTE 
2047.93 NAUTICAL MILES 
2355.12 STATUTE MILES

Plym outh, 
M assachusetts 

fly by on ly)

Hyannis, 
^M assachusetts

AIR RACE CLASSIC, LTD.
International A irport 
318 G lasson Drive 

C o rp u s  Christi, Texas 78406-1801 
(361)289-1101 

F A X  (361)289-6034

ENTRIES OPEN: January 12, 2000 
ENTRIES CLOSED-POSTMARKED BY: April 10, 2000

COME FLY THE TWENTY-FOURTH CLASSIC WITH US!
The race is limited to STOCK airplanes, with some modifications, certified in the normal or 
utility category with normally aspirated engine(s) o f not less than 145 horsepower, nor 
more than 570 horsepower, rated for CONTINUOUS M AXIM UM  OPERATION. Aircraft with 
powerplants w ith modifications not listed on handicap sheet w ill be considered on an 
individual basis and handicapped accordingly. (Note: no aircraft age limit).

In this all woman air race each plane shall be occupied by a team of tw o pilots... the year 
2000 race planes will be allowed to carry extra women passengers holding student 
certificate or better, also expired medicals... For all aircraft the handicap w ill be adjusted 1 
knot per passenger.


