
At left, President Barbara Sestito presents Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova 
with a 99 pin. Above, cosmonaut Yuri Malyshev poses with 99s at the Soviet 
Space Center.
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By BARBARA SESTITO

Where were all the pilots?
To choose one highlight from  a 14 day 

trip to the Soviet Union would be im 
possible.

It was nothing like I thought it would be. 
So many contrasts, so many questions ... 
some answered, some not. Many doors 
were opened for us, yet there was so much 
we d idn ’t see or couldn’t see.

I went there looking for women pilots, 
hoping to exchange ideas, stories, feelings 
and friendship. What I found was a society 
of people as eager to know about us as we 
were to learn about them.

Our group consisted of 32 women pilots, 
one 49-1/2, and the brother of one member. 
We were representative of every possible 
aspect in aviation. Two women were 
original astronaut trainees. We had 
recordsetters, parachutists, pilots of

helicopters, charter and commercial pilots, 
instructors, race pilots, and fixed base 
operators.

We all had our eyes and ears open, ready 
to pounce on the firs t woman pilot we saw, 
and bestow upon her our many pins, 
medals, photographs and stories. Several 
times we thought w e’d found one, but she 
would turn out to be a flight attendant for 
Aeroflot, or in some other aviation oc
cupation.

The search was on. Somewhere in the 
Soviet Union there had to be a woman pilot, 
and we were determined to find her.

The object of our visit to the Soviet Union 
was to meet with our counterparts and to 
exchange ideas with people of like 
professions and persuasions. It turned out 
to be the problem; we were unique and so 
specialized, it was difficu lt to relate anyone

to us.
First, in Leningrad, a beautiful, old city of 

many historical and priceless treasures. Our 
exchange was with Soviet Professional 
Women in the House of Friendship. It was 
very exciting and interesting. We spoke 
freely and were answered honestly. All was 
nice and friendly, but we met not one 
woman pilot.

Then on to Tbilisi where we had the same 
experience. I don’t want to make light of 
those exchanges, because they were in
formative and gave us one-on-one contact 
w ith educated Soviet women. But where 
were the women pilots we had been 
promised?

It had been nine days. We had toured and 
seen folk dancing, musicians, ceremonies, 
paintings and the circus. We had flown on

See PR ESIDENT'S  M ESSAG E pane 4.
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RUSSIA: A
By M ARIE  C HRISTENSEN

Glasnost! Friendship! Summit meetings! 
All the world is looking toward the USSR 
at this moment in history. What an 
exciting time to go to the Soviet Union.

Thirty-four Ninety-Nines and their 
friends waited in New York w ith un
bearable excitement to begin the aviation 
exchange. In the airport's  Finn-Air lounge, 
we met new travelers and renewed old 
friendships from past trips before lifting 
off on a night flight to Helsinki, each with 
her own thoughts about the adventure 
ahead. Flying toward the dawn, the night 
was barely two hours long ... but who 
could sleep anyway!

In Helsinki we met our interpreter, 
Mariatta, who was to be w ith us the rest

Poignant 
Exchange

At right, cleaning ladies 
from Soviet Georgia, one 

o f the group's favorite 
areas.

of the way. Leningrad lay a short flight 
away.

We were thrilled to be there. We had 
plenty of time to reflect on this, however, 
during the next two hours in line for 
Immigration and Customs. Our Intourist 
guide, Tamara, was there, and she too 
was with us for the trip.

Leningrad lies just south of the Gulf of 
Finland and is famous for i t ’s magical 
“ white n ights.’ ’ The aurora borealis 
bathes the summertime city in eerie white 
light that makes it glow with a special 
magic.

By foreign standards Leningrad is a 
young city, founded in 1703 by Peter the 
Great on the banks of the Neva River. 
Originally it was called St. Petersburg. In 
1917 Lenin formed the Marxist party 
there, and in 1924 it was renamed 
Leningrad in his honor. The city has more 
than 250 monuments to Lenin, its hero.

We stopped briefly at the WW2 
memorial, remembering that thousands of 
men, women and children starved to 
death during H itler’s 900 day siege. The 
Leningraders still feel the pain; they are a 
somber people. We also visited one of the 
monuments to Lenin before finally 
reaching our hotel on the Neva River.

Weary and excited, we retired early, 
though anticipation of tom orrow  and the 
late night light made it hard to sleep.

The largest atomic icebreakers and 
power equipment in the world are 
produced in the maritime industrial area 
we saw on the next day’s tour of the city. 
Leningraders were busily preparing their 
city fo r the Saints Peter and Paul festival, 
and we stopped to watch men forging 
wrought iron decorations for the boat 
parade. Children were having a chalk 
drawing contest on the street, and local 
crafts and paintings were for sale.

We had packed w ith anticipation of cool 
temperatures. Wrong! It was hot and 
humid. Most women wore summer 
dresses, men were in slacks and shirts.

The morning was spent in the Her
mitage Museum, a place we sorely wished 
we’d had more time for. It houses a 
fantastic collection of Western European

art. Leningrad is home to many writers, 
artists and ballet dancers, and their 
devotion to the arts is apparent. Some of 
us were able to see the ballet Giselle 
performed at the beautiful Kirov Opera 
House that night.

A bus ride to the Gulf of Finland gave 
us opportunity to see some of the country 
and individual residences. For the most 
part, the summer resort “ dacchas”  are 
owned by the state and made available to 
members of government.

All buses to the Gulf were crowded with 
people trying to escape the heat. We 
toured the gardens of the Summer Palace 
of Peter I and his favorite place, a palace 
called Mon Plaisir (My Pleasure).

Monday was our first exchange. Though 
not centered around aviation, it was a 
gratifying exchange of ideas with the 
Union of Soviet Women. The site was the 
House of Friendship. At first it was very 
formal, but soon became less structured 
as we broke into small groups to share 
areas of interest such as medicine, 
education, science, law, etc. These 
women were not pilots but were highly 
educated, professional women. They 
share the same concerns for world peace 
and various problems about home and 
family.

Leaving Leningrad for the Georgian city 
Tbilisi that afternoon, we boarded, for the 
first time, Soviet built airplanes flown by 
Soviet pilots, naturally. Photos were not 
allowed in either the airport or the plane.
The men on board with us were 
fascinated by all the American women; we 
communicated even w ithout a common 
language. They appeared relaxed and fun- 
loving in contrast to the reserved 
Leningraders.

Tbilisi is the capital of Georgia, on the 
banks of the River Kura. The surrounding 
mountains were covered with fog when 
we arrived. Georgia is the “ bread basket”  
of the Soviet Union and the food we were 
served was the best on the trip.

We met our c ity guide next morning -- 
a charming man named Tournica. The city 
tour began with a funicular ride to the top

Please see RUSSIA page 13. 3
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i i  f a
By SYLVIA  PAOLI

Notes: Mailing methods, legal status, taxes
Given the frequency with which we read 

of anti-discrimination suits I am frequently 
asked by members whether or not our all
female organization can continue to 
survive. W ithout going into great detail, 
you can rest somewhat easy in knowing 
that, to date, not one of those decisions 
was made on facts that duplicate our 
organization.

The majority of cases were decided 
because of business overtones in the club 
or organization being attacked. The group 
found to be discrim inating was actually 
being used as a forum  for making 
business contacts, or conducting 
business. The 99s are far more 
educational, charitable and service - 
oriented than those other groups, with no

business basically being conducted 
through our organization.

On a different note, I have been taken 
to task for implying, several months back, 
that in order to claim the im m unity o f
fered by a NASA report you were 
■'required" to send that report by certified 
mail. So let me distinguish between an 
FAA "requ irem en t" -- which it is NOT, 
and what SHOULD be a requirement for 
you as an individual, given the state of 
our mail service!

A certified mail receipt w ill never be 
important until you fail to get back the 
identification strip from your NASA report 
at about the same time the FAA decides

to charge you with a violation. It's  always 
better to be safe than sorry, and thus I 
would urge you to consider it a personal 
requirement to send your reports by 
certified mail.

I have had recent reports of some 99s 
having their tax returns audited as to their 
99 deductions. Our members have, as a 
rule, been very successful in defeating 
attempts to disallow any of those 
deductions. However, tax laws and 
procedures and personnel do change, so I 
would appreciate hearing from  any of you 
unfortunate enough to face an audit. Your 
experience and input may be of some 
assistance to another member.

Richardson wins Palms-to-Pines

Gini Richardson won 1988’s nineteenth annual Palms - to - Pines 
Air Race, flown in memory of Mary Sebelius July 22 and 23. 
Departing Clover Field in Santa Monica. California. 74 pilots in 38 
planes started and finished the course in Bend. Oregon. The 752 sm 
race had a Modesto stop/fly-by and an RON at Redding enroute to 
Bend. The awards breakfast was on the 24th -H . G lenn Buffington

Please see race results on page 16.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2.

domestic Aeroflot flights tw ice -  an ex
perience in itself. We had been implored to 
wait for the Moscow meeting; surely they 
would materialize women pilots for us there.

The flight from  Tbilisi to Moscow was hot 
and humid. We were all tired and very 
hungry. It was 1 pm and we had been given 
a bag breakfast (mineral water, hard-boiled 
egg, bread, cheese and the ever-present 
cucumber) by the hotel. We had been 
served a single glass of juice on the hour 
and a half flight.

Our guide in Moscow informed us we 
were definitely to meet women pilots, at 5 
pm at the Soviet House of Friendship. We 
had to be at lunch at 2 pm and then on a 
bus to tour the city.

What a great bunch of troopers. As hot, 
tired and hungry as they were, my fellow 
travellers jumped into their finest outfits,

gobbled down lunch and reported to the 
bus. We were taken to Red Square, in time 
for the changing of the guards at Lenin’s 
tomb. Many of us negotiated the cob
blestone in high heels. Then off to the 
promised meeting.

At last, Soviet women pilots! First a 
“ Night W itch ,”  a combat pilot from  WW2. 
She told a fascinating story of a love affair 
w ith an American pilot. They were parted by 
the war and she never saw him again.

We met a parachutist and a helicopter 
pilot who had set many records in the 
Soviet Union. We all introduced ourselves 
and waited for the guest of honor, Valentina 
Tereshkova. She was as pleased to meet us 
as we were her. We exchanged gifts and 
she accepted the Ninety-Nine pin as a 
symbol of camaraderie w ith all the women 
pilots of the world. Meeting Valentina was 
the highlight of the trip for all of us. She is a 
beautiful, gracious lady.

This is my last message to you as your 
president. I have enjoyed working for you

and representing you throughout the world. 
Many events have happened in the last two 
years, and we can all be proud of our 
accomplishments. We will soon dedicate a 
beautiful, new two story building in 
Oklahoma City, a facility to serve as a 
legacy to the future of our organization 
because we had the foresight to do it now.

There is still much work to do. Our 
membership problem is turning around, 
thanks to Stacy Hamm, our diligent 
membership chairman. We need to con
tinue her hard work, each of us reaching out 
to a fellow woman pilot.

But we also need to have more fun. We 
sometimes forget to do this and instead bog 
ourselves down in organizational work, 
becoming more and more serious about 
things instead of people.

We should not lose sight of the fact that 
the main reason we organized in 1929 was 
to help each other. Sometimes the serious 
facade we project hides the really good 
times we have as members of this unique 
organization. I t ’s time we opened up and let 
others see how really great we all are.

Gini Richardson



NEW YORK — NEW 
JERSEY___________
...99s w in top spots in'300'
...F irst Section fly -in  held  

jo in tly  with seaplane event 
...Dance m ixer starts good  

summer in NY—

North Jersey
W e finished a irm ark ing  

A ndover • Aeroflex A irport in 
June, having w aited since last 
O ctober w hen  the a irp o rt nam e 
w as painted, un til repav ing  w as 
com plete th is spring. Voting on 
next y ea r 's  budget w as ac
com plished un der a tree  off to 
one side of the ru nw ay  w hile  the 
first coast of paint dried .

O ur annual po ker ru n  w as 
April 30, and  a great success.

Garden State
June 1 m arked  passage of the 

gavel from  outgoing C hairm an 
Diana D ade into the  capable 
hands of new ly elected Pat 
Valdata. Serving w ith  Pat for the 
next tw o years w ill be Vice 
cha irm an Susan K ennedy, 
Secretary Jean F lakker, an d  Janet 
Davis, treasurer.

The G arden  State 300, 16th in 
a row , w as held June 4  w ith  28 
a irp lanes taking to the sk ies from  
A llaire A irport. Racquel M cNeil 
and copilot Steve W aldm an 
placed second, Evelyn K ropp and  
her son Robert th ird . Jean 
Flakker and  her 49 1/2 M ike 
placed eighth, Pat V aldata and  
copilot Robin G aby ten th . The 
race w as open to all licensed 
pilots, bu t four of the  top ten 
spots w ent to 99s.

O ther aw ards included  a 
trophy  for the highest fuel score 
w ith a low tim e crew , w on by 
Pat, w hile Jean w as aw arded  for 
the highest scoring team  w ith  a 
low tim e crew . R acquel w on the 
coveted Alice H am m ond 
Perpetual T rophy, aw arded  
yearly to  the top scoring 99. Not 
to be outdone, sixth p lace w as 
w on by 49 l/2s Jim  Pifer and  Joe 
M cNeil. T hanks to  su perb  
leadersh ip  from  C ontest

C ha irm an  Betty Pifer.
Jean F lakker w as the 1988 

recip ien t of the Alice H am m ond 
Scholarship , aw arded  each year 
to a ch ap ter m em ber seeking an 
adv anced  ra ting. Jean p lans to 
pu rsu e  h e r in stru m en t rating.

New York Capital District
W e hosted the first Section fly- 

in at the  annual Speculator, New 
Y ork seap lane sem inar Ju ne  4. 
Long Island  m em ber D oris 
A bbate flew  in to Piseco A irport 
for the  fly-in. H arrie t Bregm an, 
M ary W olfe and  Ruth G reen  
d rove, also bringing fo rm er 
m em ber S tephanie Szelw ian. 
C en tral N ew  York w as 
rep re sen ted  by  D orothy M ercer.

Western New York
T he Buffalo Air Field open 

house got o u r help  June 26. W e 
also p rov ided  re freshm ents at a 
safety clin ic  in N iagara Falls Ju ne  
6, an d  w ere schedu led  to have a 
booth  at the a irshow  the re  Ju ly  
16.

Central New York
N ew  officers w ere  e lected  at 

the  Ju ne  11 m eeting and  are 
N ancy M organ, cha irm an, 
Joanne Bolton, vice cha irm an, 
B arbara Ladd, secre tary , and  
M arcia B uller, treasurer.

W e 're  su ppo rting  efforts to 
start an O peration  Skyw atch 
program  sim ilar to that done by 
99s in eastern  C anada. Also, we 
sponsored  an FAA safety sem inar 
June 22 at Lake Oswego A irport.

Greater New York
T he su m m er started  on the 

righ t track  w ith  an inform al 
dance m ixer w ith  the W ings C lub 
Ju ne  8. W e also schedu led  a fly- 
in to the  th ird  annual aerobatic  
day  w ith  M udry  Aviation at 
D utchess C ou n ty  A irport. 
Several o ther fly-ins are p lann ed  
over the  sum m er, although no 
dates are  set yet.

Long Island
D oris A bbate, M ae Sm ith , Jill 

H opfenm uller an d  Bozena Syska 
jo in ed  O range C oun ty  chap ter 
m em bers E linor Todd, B arbara 
W ard an d  Kim W ilks, plus 
M inneso ta 's G ail Vail, for a tour 
o f the  tow er at N ew  York 
K ennedy In te rnational A irport 
M ay 26. G iving the  tou r was 
Susan Farre ll, for six and  a half 
yea rs  a con tro lle r and  train ing  
specialist. Ida Van Sm ith and 
Ruth V itaglione, M arilyn  Kamp 
from  C en tra l N ew  York, Eastern 
N ew  E ng land 's H arriet Fuller, 
and  Je rry  A nn and  M arilu 
Ju ren k a  from  Texas D ogw ood all 
partic ipated . T he out of tow ners 
w ere  on rou te  to Russia at the 
tim e.

D ottie C am pbell and  Doris 
A bbate jo in ed  the A eroclub of 
N ew  Y ork in Boston to  honor 
Edna G ard n er W hyte, still a 
cu rren t pilo t w ith  over 35,000 
hours. D oris, Ida, and  Joyce 
M alkm es flew  to Kansas for the 
induction  of new  honorees into 
the Forest of F riendsh ip . Very 
active G overno r D oris -- now 
in te rna tiona l secre ta ry  -- also 
w ent to the All C anada m eeting, 
the Southw est Section m eeting in 
C alifornia an d  the  N ew  England 
Section m eeting in  K ittering, 
M aine.

MIDDLE EAST
...PA pennies-a-pound  
go o d  desp ite  adversity  
...Letter to FSS sparks

warm  feelin gs a ll around  
. . .MD tries a new tw ist 

with sailplanes—

Eastern Pennsylvania
O ur Pennies - A - Pound 

encoun tered  m ore p rob lem s than 
usual th is  year, bu t m anaged to 
tu rn  a decen t profit. By 11 am  
Sunday m orning, the w eather 
im proved  an d  M argot Eld started 
flying m any  w aiting passengers 
in h e r Bonanza. Jim  A jam ian, a

m em ber of the NJ P ilo ts' Assn, 
jo ined  her in h is C210. Anna 
D aly brough t her C l 72 from 
M illville, then  Lynne Forbes and 
Jim  a rriv ed  from  D oylestow n in 
th e ir p lane, and g radually  the 
p lane count w ent up  to ten 
inc luding  tw o o ther m em bers of 
the  NJ P ilo ts Assn. By 4 pm  
th u n d ers to rm s had m oved into 
the area so flying ceased.

O live Krouse flew her A rcher 
in the D elaw are c h a p te r 's  Poker 
Run, w ith  h e r g randdaugh ter and 
Kate M acario as passengers. Kate 
w as im pressed  w ith  the  w ay it 
w as ru n  and  brough t hom e the 
SOP in case w e w ant to sponsor a 
P oker Run som etim e.

W 'll soon have a new  m em ber 
in Ethel B ailey 's student, N ancy 
Beck, w ho passed her p rivate 
checkride.

M arge P inciotti w rote in 
thank s to  the  P arkersb u rg  FSS 
for th e ir help  du ring  bad  w eather 
follow ing the Fall M iddle East 
Section m eeting. Ju dy  T errana is 
the m anager o f the station and  
w ro te to  than k  M arge for her 
letter. Ju dy  sa id  b rie fers get 
frustra ted  try ing  to persuade 
p ilo ts to pay  m ore atten tion  to 
w eather and w ere  delighted that 
som eone took the trou b le  to say 
than k  you. She also said she had 
given the  tw o b rie fers  Letters of 
C om m endation .

G ayle H enze an d  H erb, M argot 
Eld an d  T erry , Eileen H ancox 
and  M urphy  F ensterm acher all 
jo ined  the N ortheast Bonanza 
Society on a fly-in w eekend  to 
T idew ater Inn in Easton, 
M aryland. T hey m et a few 99s 
from  N ew  England, am ong o ther 
in teresting  people.

O n Ju ne  3, G ayl flew  Louise 
Sacchi, M arge B ryant and  Kate 
M acario to Boston to a ttend  the 
G odfrey L. C abot aw ard  lun
cheon at the A ero C lub  of New 
England. Edna G ard n er W hyte 
received  th e ir aw ard  th is year, 
and  w e all enjoyed her 
recoun ting  of early  experiences.

E.B. W eiss and  John flew their 
C om anche to  the  Louisiana Air 5



T our. T w enty p lanes from  all 
over the cou n try  m ade th e  tour, 
enjoying canoeing, tours of 
NASA's rocket test facilities, an 
offshore housing factory, a 
m ustang ranch , and  m uch m ore.

Potomac
W e held  o u r ann ual banquet 

d in n e r at A m elia 's re s tau ran t in 
C rystal C ity, V irginia. T w en ty  of 
us, p lus three guests, enjoyed 
m utual com pany over a delicious 
m eal. Several ann ounced  trek s to 
O shkosh  for the EAA fly-in. 
T hank  w ent all ro u n d  for su pport 
in p reparin g  for the  c h a p te r 's  
partic ipation  in  the  A erospace 
and  A viation C areer D ay at 
A ndrew s AFB M ay 20.

Maryland
Seven a irp lan es tu rn ed  out for 

ou r Ju ne  m eeting, a p icn ic  at M id 
- A tlan tic Soaring C en te r in 
Fairfield , P ennsy lvania. The idea 
to exp lo re the cen te r an d  take a 
ride  in a  g lider w as p u t forth  and 
w ell - o rchestra ted  by  Ed Loeb 
and  Ju d y  H utchinson . T hose of 
us w ho took o u r first g lid er ride 
found a new  persp ec tiv e  on 
flying.

Hampton Roads
N ew  oficers w ere  insta lled  at a 

d inner m eeting Ju ne  7. T hey  
include Joan B rockett, cha irm an , 
Betty A rm strong, vice cha irm an, 
L inda Bangert, secre tary , and  
M aria Flint, trea su re r. O utgoing

cha irm an  R osem ary D oud 
received  the  ch a p te r 's  gift o f a 
silver Am elia E arhart com 
m em orative coin. R osem ary 
rep re sen ted  us at the  In- 

6 ternationa l Forest of F riendsh ip

in late  Ju ne  also.
Suffolk, V irginia a irp o rt 's  

a irm ark ing  w as com pleted  June 
11. I t 's  beautifu l -- fly over and  
take a look.

Western Pennsylvania
O u r ann ual aerospace 

edu ca tio n  day  at W estm ore land  
C ou n ty  A irport w as held  M ay 21, 
w ith  app rox im ately  28 scouts, 12 
leaders, bu t only seven of us 
a ttending . Even though w e had  
sm all n u m b ers , it w as a great 
tim e. C harlie  G reen , tow er chief, 
a rran ged  for the state  police 
helicop ter to  highlight the  day  
w ith  an  appearance .

Washington D.C.
Lin C layberg, A m y Leete, 

H edy Jaffe, Laura Z erener and  
Bev S harp  a ttended  the  OX-5 
d in n e r at the  Roma R estaurant 
M ay 9 Bev ta lked  ex
tem poraneo usly  about the  99s. 
T he OX-5 c lub  w as organized in 
1955 w ith  12,000 m em bers w ho 
had  to have ow ned or w orked  on 
the engine p r io r  to D ecem ber 31, 
1940. Ju st 4000 m em bers rem ain .

T he G reat Bland C om pany  
BBQ " N "  Fly-in w as such a huge 
success, w e 're  going to  try  a 
cam pout the re  O ctober 29 and  
30. Peggy and  W arren , Bev and  
Ed, A m y an d  Tom , M aureen  and  
guest A nne all flew do w n  in 
te rr ib le  haze to  the N ew  River 
V alley A irport and  w ere  m et for 
the h o u r d riv e  to  R .J.'s and  D an 's

cab in  at the  foot of Big W alker 
M ountain . Lin zoom ed dow n 1-81 
d irect from  H agerstow n an d  beat 
them  all in  a  Porsche, m aking  the  
300 m iles about an  hour ahead  of 
the  pilo ts.

T he 94th A ero S quadron  at 
C ollege P a rk  A irport in 
M ary land  w as the  site of ou r 
ann ual installa tion  banquet. N ew  
officers include C ha irm an  R.J. 
M cG lasson, V ice cha irm an  Peggy 
D oyle, Secre tary  M artha Tid- 
m ore, and  H olly M errifield , 
trea su re r.

W alt Starling, traffic p ilo t for 
W LTE rad io  station, w as guest 
speaker. He d escribed  his w ork

w ith  an  engaging presen ta tion , 
rem ark ing  on th e  increase  in 
w om en  in av ia tion  over the 
years. T he ch ap te r ch a irm an 's  
aw ard  w as given to B arbara 
Rohde, a n d  in sc ribed  p ins to  last 
y e a r 's  jo in t recognees Joan Stalk, 
Betty F isher, and  Polly C arico.

A m y Leete, Barb Rohde, and  
Lin C layberg  flew  out to  a 
beautifu l Forest of F riendsh ip  
celeb ratio n  in Kansas. G erda 
R u h n k e 's  p laq u e  is nea r the 
dogw ood tree  and  flag of 
V irginia. B anquet guest speaker 
Jeana  Y eager w as m uch enjoyed.

S O U TH E A S T
...Father's day  fly-in  a t 

U.S. ’ la rgest grass strip  
...Spaceport begins youth  

p rogram s a t Space  
Camp—

Carolinas
W e m et in M ay at B urtington 

M unicipal A irport, in con
junc tio n  w ith  the  annual EAA 
F ly-in of the  N orth  C arolina, 
South C aro lina , an d  V irginia

A ntique I C lassic Division 
C h ap te r 3. W e view ed som e rare 
an d  beautifu lly  re sto red  aircraft, 
inc lud ing  a W aco RNF, 1943 
C u lver PQ  14, N2S-5 Stearm an, 
Stinson 10A, a Porterfie ld  and 
the incom parab le  Beech
Staggerw ing D17.

Ju ne  m eeting w as a po ker run, 
w ith  stops in N orth  C arolina at 
A nson C ounty , C heraw , M oore 
C oun ty  and  S tanley C ounty.

Eileen M alan’s p a ir of Jacks was 
the w inning  hand . Business 
m eeting w as fo llow ed by  a buffet 
hosted by Sylvia H am s, 
p ic tu re

Florida Goldcoast
F a th e r's  D ay w as celeb rated  

w ith  a fly-in at Ind ian tow n 
A irport, w hich  ho ld s the 
d istinction  of having the  longest 
grass ru nw ay  in the  U.S. at 6300' 
X 250'. It w as used  for heavy 
a ircraft an d  bo m b er tra in ing  in 
W orld W ar II. All 22 attendees 
then  w ent to  Sem inole C ounty 
Inn for a buffet lunch , and  after 
thorough ly  stuffing them selves, 
flew  hom e in various a ircraft of a 
new  class: C essna 172 heavy ... 
Bonanza heavy  ... D ecathlon 
heavy.

Florida Spaceport
In  A pril, the  subject w as "H ow  

to Fly an A ir R ace," w hich 
he lped  five crew  team s ready 
them selves for the  fourth  annual 
G reat Sou thern  Air Race. Jeannie 
Ball rep re sen ted  the  ch ap ter at 
the N1FA Safecon m eet in 
M onroe, Louisiana. Several went 
to  the  Section m eeting in  Perry ,

HAMPTON ROADS—This able crew turned out to airmark a 
compass rose at the Suffolk, Virginia airport.

CAROLINAS CHAPTER—Poker playing pilots convened at 
Stanley County Airport in Albemarle, North Carolina.



Georgia.
M ay m eeting took place at the 

new ly opened  Space C am p in 
Titusville, F lorida. W e to u red  the 
facilities, and  starting  in June, 
som e of us will lead guest 
program s for youngste rs a t
tending the cam p th is sum m er.

Florida Suncoast
A poker ru n  w as held  in  M ay, 

w ith 50 participating . First p rize 
w as $99; a m em ber do nated  the 
$49.50 second prize. H ostess w as 
D oris Briggs at the  te rm in u s 
a irport in Venice, F lorida. The 
route of flight took p lanes along 
the beautifu l suncoast of F lorida. 
A po tluck  w as he ld  a fte rw ard .

T he Ju ne  m eeting w as a 
business m eeting at M ary 
B ryant's  hom e, w ith  30 a t
tending.

NORTH CENTRAL
...Forty one turn out fo r  

Illi-N ines race...C hicago  
takes f iv e  com m ittee  

aw ards a t Section m eeting  
...Three R ivers honors 

Cochran in cu t crystal—

A ll Ohio
W e w elcom ed beautifu l 

w eather for the Buckeye Air 
Rally Ju ne  11. D avid C rossen 
and  N orbert H offm an took first 
place in  the 201 m ile course, 
w hich began at A sh land  C ounty  
A irport an d  featu red  th ree  
a irp o rt py lons, th ree  m ystery  
locations, and  a fly-by over 
C harles M ell D am . M ary 
W hitacker of C oshection , O hio 
w on the spot landing con test at 
the end  of the ra lly . D ottie 
A nderson w ith  H arold  C arey  and  
M ike V ucelic w ith  N ick V ucelic 
cam e in second and  th ird  
respectively.

A ux Plaines
Cook M em orial L ib ra ry  in 

Libertyville , Illino is featu red  the  
99s in an aviation d isp lay  du ring  
June. C reated  by  V irginia 
Rabung, it highlighted w om en in 
aviation, the Illinois A ir Bear 
program , and  m em orabilia.

Toni R einhard, Jo hann e Noll, 
M ary and  C arl W edel, M argaret 
and  H enry  B iedron, Sue Johnson, 
and  V irginia Rabung assisted  at 
the  Illi-N ines Air Race Ju n e  2-5 
at D anv ille , Illinois. P artic ipan ts

nu m b erin g  41 kep t our fueling 
an d  im p ound m en t team s busy.

A Ju ne  m eeting  at C am pbell 
A irport ad d ed  to o u r treasu ry  
w ith  a lunch  auc tion .

V irginia a tten d ed  the Ju n e  11 
m eeting of S ilver W ings in Des 
P laines, Illinois, w here  V erne 
Jobst w as guest speaker.

Central Illinois
W e w ere w ell - rep re sen ted  at 

the  Illi - N ines D erby  in 
D anville , Illinois, w hich  L ynne 
T ru p in  and  Jean  W est co - 
ch a ired . B arbara Jen ison  and  
Betty Le C om pte served  on the 
hosp ita lity  com m ittee. Theo 
Som m er, W anda W hitsitt and  
Rose A ndrew  w ere  the  tra n 
sporta tion  com m ittee. A nita 
A lbert w as p a rt o f the fueling 
team . Bob W est, M ax an d  D eed 
H olcom b, Bob H ull, and  B arbara 
Jen ison  judged  pylons. G eorge 
Som m er d rove over 200 m iles 
tran sp o rtin g  people and  help ing  
w ith  e rran d s. Seven m em bers 
an d  tw o 49 l/2 s  flew  in the  race, 
includ ing  W anda, L inda 
Schum m , an d  Rose Emhoff, 
M arge and  D on H ughes, Lou 
T ru p in , B arbara B russeau and  
M ary  W aters, an d  Linda H am er.

Chicago Area
O u r m em bers cam e hom e from  

the  N orth  C en tra l Section Spring 
m eeting  w ith  five first place 
com m ittee aw ards. For aerospace 
education , C h a irm an  C onnie 
M illie - G ru bberm an ; aviation 
activ ities, C h a irm an  Sue Kulik; 
m em bersh ip , C ha irm an  Sharon 
A nn Schorsch, 66 m em bersh ip , 
C ha irm an  Pat Thom as; and  
scrapbook , C h a irm an  Y vonne 
W arren . G ail W enk received  the 
G o v e rn o r 's  Service A w rd for her 
ou tstand ing  con tribu tions. 
M adeleine M onaco, w ho 
com pleted  h e r m ultiengine 
in sru c to r certifica tion , w as 
ho nored  w ith  an  AE Scholarsh ip  
m edal.

O ther goings on of note: Ruth 
Rockcastle w as nam ed  A ccident 
P reven tion  C ounse lo r of the  Y ear 
for the G reat Lakes region at the 
G eneral A viation D istrict Office 
3’s A ccident P reven tion  
C ounse lo r A w ards d inner. The 
G reat Lakes Region consists of 12 
d istric ts  in  eight states ... Ruth 
F ranz an d  M ary Panczyszyn gave

a slide p resen ta tion  abou t w om en 
in aviation and  the 99s to the 
W hite C olla r C lu b  of Elgin, 
Illino is ... W e com p le ted  a ir
m ark ing  H ow ell N ew  Lenox 
A irport, w ith  C yn th ia  M adsen 
and  49 1/2 R alph, C onn ie  and  
M ike M iller - G ru b b e rm an  and  
th e ir son C hris , Ti Flentge, Jeff 
Heal, Sue Kulik, Ed Beaulieu, 
M ary E llen L anden, an d  Ruth 
Rockcastle app ly ing  final touches 
... Air activ ity  th is m onth 
featu red  a tou r of the new  FSS at 
G rea te r K ankakee A irport, given 
by  John Bogusch an d  Rod 
M cC lure. T w enty  tw o in seven 
p lanes partic ipa ted .

Greater Kansas City 
Installation  of officers w as a 

h ighlight of o u r Ju n e  2 m eeting. 
T he Blue M axine Scholarship  
w as given to Janet M ason, for 
com p letion  of in stru m en t and 
m ultieng ine ratings. Janet was 
also ho nored  w ith  o u r ch a p te r 's  
m em ber of the yea r aw ard  w ith a 
p laque and  a pen  set.

M any a tten d ed  the Ju ne  18 
In te rnational Forest of F riend
sh ip  cerem onies, an d  afte rw ard  
m et for lunch  in  dow ntow n 
A tchison, Kansas.

Greater St. Louis
A nna G alakatos hosted our 

su m m er sw im  party  Ju ne  21. The 
w ater w as delightful since we, 
like the rest of the m idw est, have 
suffered ex trem ely  hot, dry  
conditions.

W e sold donated  item s at the 
G u n d ak er R ea ltor's  A nnual Craft 
/ G arage sale on Ju ne  25. D ue to 
the record  b reak ing  heat, the 
tu rn o u t w as not as good as usual, 
bu t w e d id  add  to o u r treasury .

Ruth B ohnert an d  Laura 
W inkelm ann. o u r new est 
m em ber, com peted  in the llli • 
N ines D erby . T hey  brought 
hom e the rookie pilo t trophy, 
th is being th e ir first race.

Indiana
H ighlight of o u r Ju ne  m eeting 

at C o lum bus A irport w as the 
installa tion  of officers and 
recogn ition  of new  and  25 year 
m em bers, includ ing  Esther 
B erner, V erda B rittingham , Mid 
F ernandes, Ethel K nuth, M ildred 
M oore, G loria  R ichards and 
D orothy Sm ith, w ho  all shared 
the ir 99 stories. N ew  m em bers

recognized include D orothy 
H udson, Susan Skelton, M arcia 
G ietz, Leann A nthony, Juanita  
H ull - Pollock, Sharon Pfeiffer, 
Patricia Schroeder, Lisa Fall, 
N ancy W arren , L inda O rth , 
Susan Sears, and  M ary Shanley.

A nne Black, a irm ark ing  
cha irm an , rep o rted  com pletion 
of tw o projects, one at
G reenw ood  M unicipal A irport 
Ju n e  4, and  one at M ount 
C om fort A irport Ju ne  10.

Nita H ull - Pollock, Lafayette 
T ow er Chief, will be w orking  in 
the tow er at O shkosh , W isconsin 
du rin g  the  EAA C onvention  th is 
year.

Indiana Dunes
C harlene an d  W alt Falkenberg  

and  D iana A ustin cha ired  the
Ind iana D unes Air Rally th is 
year. The event w as a
p roficiency  an d  a m ystery  race, 
w ith  30 questions. Joy Black and 
a friend took first place; Phyllis 
Petcoff and  h e r son, second; 
C h ris  and  Raw son M urdock 
th ird ; and  L inda M attingly and  
Joy Rickel fourth place.

C harlene, C ou rtney  and  Earl 
Bargerhuff, Joy, and  V erne and  
Paula Rickel rep re sen ted  us at 
the In te rnational Forest of
F riendship . C ou rtney  accepted  
the certifica te  from  Faye G illis 
W ells on behalf of Jane W ilson.

O ur new  booth m ade its debut 
at the E lkart A ir Show. Joy Black 
d id  an expert jo b  in its creation . 
Several ch ap ter m em bers w ere at 
the a ir show  talk ing  up  the 99s 
and  selling item s for the  chap ter.

K entucky B lue Grass
W e're  p roud  of o u r new  

a irm ark ing  project at the 
Southw est Regional A irport and 
look fo rw ard  to the next.

Skip and  M ary Jo G um bert, 
M artha Kuhn, and  Kaye M oore 
w ere  p resen t to see o u r nom inee 
to the Forest o f F riendsh ip , John 
Paul Riddle, accept h is c e r
tificate. M r. R iddle is a K entucky 
native.

Lake Erie
Jim  and  Evelyn M oore of 

M entor, O hio hosted ou r June 
installa tion  m eeting. New officers 
are M arg Juhasz, chairm an; 
Sandy Stokes, vice cha irm an 
Alice H enry, secre tary ; and 
Evelyn M oore, trea su rer. 7



Bev D em ko, a m em ber of the 
Y ankee Air Force, crew ed  on  a 
W orld W ar II B-25 for the YAF 
M em orial Day activ ities at 
W illow  Run A irport in M ichigan.

Minnesota
W e're  w elcom ing new  

m em bers Jean Leeth and  Pat 
Koslowsky.

A basket social and  t-shirt 
contest June 26 w as the first of 
ou r flying activ ities th is fiscal 
year. The event w as p lann ed  by 
new  activ ities co - cha irm en  Ellie 
and  Bill Nelson.

D espite a large n u m b er of 
p roblem s, D ebbie Sorrenson and  
her crew  a irm arked  a hangar 
roof at the a irp o rt at St. C loud, 
M innesota Ju ne  14. T hey w ere 
short o f su pp lie s and  w ere 
re located, bu t all le tters w ere 
com pleted  by  sundow n.

O fficers w ere  installed  at a 
June 12 m eeting, and  include 
C hairm an  Liz G ro th , Vice 
cha irm an Kathy Berg, Secretary  
Bonny Lewis, and  T reasu rer Liz 
Lanreslag.

Three Rivers
We m et at Baer Field to  visit 

the 122nd Tactical Fighter W ing 
of the Air N ational G uard  in 
June. Bob M yers brie fed  us, 
answ ered  o u r m any questions, 
and  show ed us the ir m ain tenance 
hangar.

O ur annual AE com- 
m em m orative cut crystal is 
com plete. T his yea r it features 
Jackie C ochran and  the W om en 
Air Force Service Pilots. We 
hope to have it on d isp lay  at the 
convention. M arcia N ellans or 
Linda Pu lver have raffle tickets.

SOUTH CENTRAL
...Houston helps M artha  

Esch 'Barnstorming U SA' 
...Twenty try rad io  contest 

with form ation  flig h t—

Colorado
D iana W illiam s hosted  ou r 

annual fam ily picnic at P a rk land  
Estates w ith  sw im m ing, tenn is 
and  an  afternoon of fun, food, 
and  hangar flying.

Dallas
W e're  pu tting  out a ch ap ter 

roster w ith Bonnie Tassa as 
ed itor. It w ill include each

m em b er 's  occupation, num ber, 
nam es an d  ages of h e r ch ildren , 
g randch ild ren , and  so on, place 
and  date of b irth , hobbies, 
av iation  aw ards and  flying 
actiities, m em bersh ip  in flying 
organizations, posts held  in the 
99s, date  she began flying and  
w as licensed, her ra tings and  
a irc raft ow nersh ip , an d  hom e 
flying base.

Pauline and  Jack W inthrop  
hosted the fly-in, drive-in, 
peren ia lly  perfect p icn ic. W e had 
an  oppo rtun ity  to inspect old and  
new  planes in the W in tro p 's  
hangar. T hey 'v e  re tu rn ed  from  
flying th e ir W aco to a b ip lane fly- 
in at Bartlesville, O klahom a.

W e've  begun a program  of 
sponsorsh ip  for 66 pilots. Each is 
m atched  w ith  a 99 an d  they  
prom ise to listen to  each o th e r 's  
flying stories. The 99s provide 
encouragem ent and  share the 
sp irit of flying. W hen the student 
passes her checkride , her 
sponsor is priv ileged  to  p in  her 
as a new  99.

Ju ly  16 w e began the first of a 
se ries of fly or d rive lunches.

Fort Worth
W e're  w elcom ing new  

m em bers Ronie Britton, H elen 
H oupt, and  C arole M orris.

El Paso
W e w ere p leased to  have 66 

Robin W eim an at the installa tion 
banquet. She 's flying a C essna 
152 and  has passed h e r p rivate  
w ritten  exam . Fara G reen  is new  
cha irm an , D ebb ie Reavis, vice 
cha irm an, G uadalupe H er
nandez, secretary , an d  M arsha 
M ascorro, treasu rer.

O ther goings on: W e so ld  58 
breakfasts, part of o u r ongoing 
fundraising  effort, at the  June 
breakfast at W est Texas ... A 
flying sem inar for the local G irl 
Scouts on  Ju n e  24 ... V ickie 
W ingett's  p resen ta tion  to the  El 
Paso A viation Assn. Ju ne  28 w as 
rep o rted ly  excellent. She spoke 
on career avenues via the Air 
Force A cadem y, ROTC, an d  as 
an  a irlin e  pilo t.

Lubbock
It is w ith  great so rrow  we 

repo rt that G ladys and  Bill H arr 
w ere k illed  in the crash  of the ir 
p lane no rth  of A bilene, Texas 
Ju ne  26. T he ir tw o g randch ild ren

DALLAS—Compass rose 
airmarkers (above) at McK
inney Airport are I. to r. 
Bonnie Tassa, chairman and 
her son John, and 66 Jenni 
Smiddy. At right, photogra
pher Margie Carter captures 
the unusual method employed 
by Missy Tips haw. Barbara 
Kurtz, Coastal Bend chapter, 
and a more conventional 
painter is in the background. 
Below are new El Paso 
chapter officers I. to r. Fara 
Green, chairman; Debbie 
Reavis, vice chairman; 
Guadalupe Hernandez, 
secretary; Marsha Mascorro, 
treasurer.

w ere also on board . G ladys w as a 
ch ap ter m em ber, an d  she and 
Bill together w ere  very  su p 
po rtive  of the 99s. G ladys w as 
com m an der of the  L ubbock 
W ing of the  C ivil A ir Patrol, a 
post that Bill had  he ld  as w ell.

Flying w as an im portan t part of 
the  H a rr 's  lives. T hey  w ere well 
qualified  pilots, bo th  instrum ent 
rated; w hatever hap pened  up  
there  had  to be beyond the ir 
control. W e w ill m iss them  very  
m uch.

Houston
N inety - N ines here  have been 

active in several flying activities.

A nita de Villegas and  Peggy 
C am pbell created  an  inform al 
w elcom ing com m ittee for M artha 
E sch 's "B arnsto rm in g  U .S.A ." 
jou rney . M artha 's  is a  five m onth 
project, an  aerial h itch - hike 
across the country ; she accepts 
rides stric tly  in v intage aircraft. 
She p lans to w rite  about the 
adv en tu re  in a book on vintage 
p lanes and  th e ir ow ners, after 
t rip  com pletion  in  O ctober. 
A nita, by  the w ay, d id  fly M artha 
to LaPorte, Texas in h e r T-6.

A very  successful a irm ark ing  
w as accom plished  by the 
chap ter, at the W estheim er 
A irpark . W e d id  bo th  runw ays



and the nam e.
Im provem ents to the  pilot 

facilities at W eiser A irpark  w ere  
attem pted  by a group of 20 pilo ts 
w ho en tered  a local rad io  station 
contest and flew a form ation of 
the sta tion 's call letters. Carol 
Brackley, Anita de Villegas, Lois 
G ronau and  Susie B radley took 
part. Though we d id n 't  take the 
grand prize, it w as a tru e  aviation 
experience.

Rose and Bill LePore finished 
second in the great Southern  Air 
Race, com ing hom e w ith  cash 
and  prizes. Incidentally , they 
also flew Edna G ard n er W hyte 
back hom e to Texas. If anyone 
see Edna, ask her abou t the  49 
1/2's landing. C athy an d  M ike 
W appler finished the race in the 
m iddle.

For the fourth year, Lois 
G ronau again drove the  Sports 
C ar C lub of A m erica G rand  Prix 
in C opperas Cove, Texas. She 
finished second in the M azda 
626.

Kansas
W e’re w elcom ing C hery l 

Sutton, w ho jo ined  the  99s at a 
m eeting Janet Y oder hosted in 
June. H elen Sim m ons, a cha rte r 
m em ber, d rove all the w ay from  
A bilene to attend. O fficers w ere 
installed, and  M arilyn C opeland 
gave a com prehensive report on 
the activ ities at convention.

Sam m y Lam brechtse has been 
p rom oted into engineering at 
Beech A ircraft.

Northeast Kansas
W e're  w elcom ing new  m em ber 

D ebra C lark , w ho recen tly
received her p rivate license.

New officers installed in June 
are V irgene Smolik, chairm an; 
Brooks Powell, v ice chairm an; 
Evie Aussen, secretary; and  T rish  
G reufe, treasu rer. T he m eeting 
w as p rim arily  a business 
p lann ing  session. Evie shared  
p ic tu res from  her trip  to
A ustralia and  New Zealand.

O ther goings on include T rish  
attending  an airline academ y in 
O rlando, F lorida ... M arge and  
Jim  W ahle m ade arran gem ents 
for the  a irm ark ing  at Ju nction  
C ity. O thers in a ttendance w ere 
M argie and  G ene Sm ith, Brooks 
Powell, Joyce Russ, D ebbie
C lark , C onnie T royer, Susanne 
Batz, V irginia and  Jack  C olbert,

Evie A ussen, and  Rose W hinery . 

Oklahoma
F riend ly  faces prevail as the  

10th annual O kie  D erby  sw ings 
onto  final w ith  Jan  Perry  as 
con tro l chief.

Susie Sewell is coo rd ina to r of 
the A.E. luncheon  du ring
convention , and  along w ith  the 
T ulsa chap ter, w e’re p lann ing  a 
p resen ta tion  there  also.

O ther goings on include Helen 
H olb ird  and  Poochie Rotzinger, 
re co rders and  gofers at the O kie 
T w istoff Regional A erobatic 
C ontest in S tillw ater, O klahom a 

Tw o a irm ark ings w ere
com pleted  Ju ne  11 at A rrow head 
and  F ountainhead  state lodges. 
Susie M itchell, Poochie, Carol 
Sokatch, Sh irley  B row n and  
S herry  Kelly, along w ith  49 l/2s, 
w ere  a bu sy  b u n ch  ... H elen 
H olb ird  has accepted  the office of 
secre ta ry  ... Pam  Jones is hosting 
R osem ary Jones, a F lorida 99, 
before convention . Instead of a 
hotel bill, R osem ary will m ake a 
ch ap ter donation . W o u ldn 't it be 
great to hve a 99 bed  and  
breakfast c lub  w orldw ide?  ... 
N orm a V andergriff w as honored  
by  the  F lying Farm ers in 
O klahom a an d  at the  in 
ternationa l convention  in St. 
Louis, M issouri ... Jan  and 
C harlie  Perry , Phyl and Bob 
H ow ard , Sue and  Bill H alpain, 
an d  Susie an d  Phil M itchell flew 
to the  Baham as M ay 13-17.

Pikes Peak
A M ay installa tion  d inne r w as 

he ld  in C olorado Springs, 
C olorado. N ew  officers are Linda 
"C lan c ey "  M aloney, chairm an; 
C indy  W right, vice chairm an; 
Bev G iffin, secre tary; and Von 
A lter, trea su rer. C lancey  
p resen ted  Phyllis W ells w ith  a 
sm all s tatue of a falcon in  ap 
p recia tion  of h e r organization for 
the  Section m eeting we hosted 
last fall. C indy gave C lancey 
" th e  only  a irp lan e  the  chap ter 
cou ld  affo rd" -- a balsa w ood 
m odel -  accom pan ied  by  a gift 
certifica te for an  h o u r of flight 
tim e. T he evening  ended  w ith  a 
b irth d a y  celeb ratio n  com plete 
w ith  a 99 - shaped  cake.

C ap tain  M ichelle A tchison 
hosted the  Ju ne  m eeting, w here 
w e d iscussed  an d  voted on bylaw  
changes. E lected delegates to  the

convention  are  Joan Boyd and 
Irene W ackernagel.

Safety cha irm an  Saundra 
S teinm eier p resen ted  a 
fascinating in-depth  study  of the 
January  fatal crash  of one of her 
Peterson  AFB flying club  planes. 
O ne po in t ra ised  w as that even if 
the  pilo t is well qualified  in all 
aspects, is the  righ t seat 
passenger som eone w ho will 
cause a p rob lem  in the  cockp it?

W e w ill soon lose a very  active 
m em ber in M ajor Kelly H am ilton 
- B arlow  (USAF). She is being 
tran sfe rred  to  G rissom  A ir Force 
Base in Ind iana. T hough Kelly 
says sh e 's  glad to re tu rn  to 
p ilo ting instead of instructing  
academ y cadets, w e 'll m iss her.

O ther goings on inc lude  Bev 
G iffin, w ho p lans ten  days in 
O shkosh, W isconsin  as cha irm an 
of a irp lan e  g reeters for the 
annual EAA convention  ... Cam  
Stom berg an d  C lancey 
rep re sen ted  the 99s safety in
terests at the  P ikes Peak Area 
C ouncil of G overnm en ts Sem inar 
on regional aviation p lann ing  ... 
C ongratu lations to Tam m ee 
W illiam s on h e r new  jo b  as a 
reservations agent w ith  A m erica 
W est A irlines ... to C lancey  for 
passing her C FI w ritten  ... an d  to 
Joanne W orm sbacher on  passing 
h e r m edical, getting cu rren t, and 
help ing  p ilo t h e r C essna 182 to 
F lorida for a business con
vention.

Purple Sage
W e pain ted  a second com pass 

rose and  nam e at M idland 
A irpark , an d  had  excellen t TV 
coverage of the w ork . C hairm an

Betty Jones gave indiv idual 
aw ards to a  pain t bespeckled  
bunch .

W e 've  created  an env iab le 
record  for sponsorsh ip  of 
m onth ly  FAA safety m eetings, 
w ith  one each m onth so far th is 
year. W e even delivered  a 
portion  of the  p rogram  in May.

O ur fourth  annual Poker Rally 
gets bigger and bigger. It started 
w ith  an  old - fashioned picnic, 
then  hands w ere  judged . Pat Day 
w as in  first p lace for $99. Second 
w as F lorence E rdm ann, th ird  
M ary V rom an, an d  in fourth  
place, H arold  V rom an.

Six of us flew  to D enver C ity 
for b reakfast in June.

AIRSHO 88 w as, again, ou r big 
m oney m aker. Though sh o r
thanded , w e su rv ived  anyw ay  at 
the  biggest airshow  in th is area. 
A fterw ard , JoA nn and  Steve 
P rice held  a sw im m ing party  at 
th e ir  hom e. Tw o C-5 pilo ts also 
cam e, and  w ithout m uch ex
perience in sm all planes, w ere 
v ery  in te rested  in the ideas and 
a ttitudes of p rivate  pilots.

South Louisiana
The Lafayette A irshow  in M ay 

w as a ttended  by  Jan Phillips, Liz 
S tuller, Pat an d  L auren W ard, 
M argaret S tanding, and  Sandra 
Leder.

Lake C harles m em bers p lan  to 
a irm ark  Lake C harles Regional 
in tim e for the Septem ber open 
house. T hey p rac ticed  by  helping 
Jenn ifer M iller w ith  the 
South land  Field g rand  opening. 
A irm ark ers included  Lisa 
C otham , G lad Strean, Ziggy 
N ovak, D eb Ransdell, C athie

NEW RATINGS
M ary Sand, W estern  N.Y. chapter: CFII ... M arge Koval, 

W estern  N .Y.: in stru m en t ... Evie W ashington, Potom ac: 
in stru m en t ... F ran H uritz, Chicago Area: in stru m ent ... D ebra 
C lark , N ortheast Kansas: p rivate ... Becky W agem an, Pikes 
Peak: com m ercial and  MEL ... C indy  W right, P ikes Peak:
MEL ... Kay Roam, O klahom a: C FII ... S tephanie Stone, 
O klahom a: p rivate  ... Jan ie Bailey, Lubbock: MEL, C FII ... 
Jane Bartos, Lubbock: com m ercial ... M argarita M artinez, 
Tulsa: C FII ... T ianna Ektzhorn, Tulsa: Learjet ... Susan 
C happie, Santa Barbara: instru m ent ... N ancy C linton , Long 
Beach: in stru m en t ... C h ris  Em m ons, Santa Barbara: in 
strum en t ... D iann Laing, Reno Area: instru m ent ... Lucia 
M alek, Santa B arbara: seaplane ... Elaine Tzetzos, Long Beach: 
MEL and  ATP ... Lee W ilkerson , Santa B arbara: CFII ...
A imee K uprash, W illam ette Valley: CFII ...
CONGRA TU LA  TIO N S A L L !



M iller, Sandra L eder, Dee 
W ilson and  N ancy Koonce.

T he H am m ond Balloon 
Festival and  A irshow  w as helped  
by  the  efforts of K aren 
M ilchanow ski an d  M argie 
G riener. Pat and  L auren  W ard, 
Sandra Leder, an d  M argaret 
Standing also partic ipated .

Pat is serving on the  bo ard  for 
the  U.S. N ational Hot Air Balloon 
C ham pionship , w hich  w ill be 
held  in  Baton Rouge in  1989, 
1990 and  1991. She 'll be in 
charge of em ergency  m edical 
services and  a ir  search  and  
rescue.

N ancy Koonce is the  new  
cha irperson  for the  Lake C harles 
A irshow .

In response to  an ti - av iation  
state legislation, Louisiana p ilo ts 
are form ing th e  A viation A ssn. of 
Louisiana w ith  Pat W ard  as 
acting executive d irecto r.

Tip o f Texas
O ur June m eeting  w as well 

a ttended  in n u m b er an d  sp irit. 
Past cha irm an  K athy D avis 
expressed  app rec ia tion  to officers 
serv ing  w ith  h e r and  
congratu lations to Lesa G rid e r 
and  the  o ther new ly  elected 
officers. G ifts and  cards w ere  
p resen ted  to past officers, along 
w ith  a beautifu l book  of 
photographs and  m em entos.

W e accep ted  the inv ita tion  to 
m anage the PX concession  at the 
August A ir Show.

N O R TH W EST
...W eekend in C oeur 

d'Alene, B obbi Trout m ade  
pleasan t ou ting...T ired o f  

poker? F ly fo r  eg g s . . —

Willamette Valley
Six of us m et w ith  the  Southern  

O regon chap ter in A shland 
recen tly  to w ork  on the  u p 
com ing N orthw est Sectional. 
In cluded  in reg istration  w ill be 
such options as a F riday  evening 
O regon w ine tasting  party  
follow ed by the Shakespearean  
p lay "T w elfth  N igh t,"  and  a 
Sunday m orning  Rogue R iver jet 
boat trip  w ith  a stop along the 
w ay at the OK C orral for a 
cham pagne b ru n ch . It p rom ises 
to be a m em orable m eeting.

In June, Jan A m undson , V erda 
G iustina , M ary E llen H obin,

Sally P lum ley  and  past m em ber 
K aren A nderson  took off for the 
East Coast in tw o C essna 172s. 
T hey had  a great tim e an d  good 
w eather w h ile  tou ring  the  N ew  
England states " ju st for the fun of 
it."

Columbia Gorge
D iscussion  of the use of auto  

gas in a irp lan es took p lace  at the 
M ay m eeting in H ood River. 
Som e rep o rted  the  p resence  of 
h igher p ressu res w ith  autogas 
w hen  rem oving  the gas cap , if 
fuel inside is hot.

W e m et the M id-C olum bia and  
C en tra l O regon ch ap te rs  to 
d iscuss p lans for the 1989 Section 
m eeting in Sun River, O regon.

Interm ountain
A m em orab le  w eekend  started  

Ju n e  24 at Silverw ood in  N orth  
Idaho an d  C oeur d 'A lene . W e 
m et at Silverw ood T hem e Park 
Sa tu rday  m orning, and  also saw 
the  N orton  A ero M useum , 
general store, M ain S treet 
T heater, High N oon Saloon, 
C urtiss A eroplane Facto ry  and  
took a rid e  on the Silverw ood 
C en ter R ailw ay an tique  train! W e 
m et at noon at L indy 's  
R estaurant for lunch . N orthw est 
G overno r Pegge B linco shared  
several p roposed  by law  changes 
to be vo ted on at convention.

An afte rnoon  a irshow  w as 
enjoyed by  all. T he evening 
d in n e r at th e  C oeur d 'A lene  
R esort on the  Lake com pleted  
th is w onderfu l w eekend. Special 
guest sp eaker an d  ch a rte r 
m em ber Bobbi T rout to ld  of h e r 
m any  experiences as a p ilo t in 
the  early  years, and  m ade 
ava ilab le  signed copies of h e r 
au tob iog raphy , Just Plane 
Crazy.

M id Columbia
O u r 4th  A nnual Spring Egg 

H unt w as from  A pril 1 un til M ay 
14. Search ing  for eggs at 15 
d ifferen t a irports, 50 m em bers 
from  various no rthw est ch ap te rs  
reg istered  to partic ipate . T he 
aw ard s lunch eon  w as held  M ay 
14, w ith  guest speaker C ap tain  
Joe B ulm er of the 1988 USAF 
T h u n d erb ird s . B ulm er flies the 
n u m b er th re e  a irc raft in  h is 
second y ea r as right w ing pilo t. 
W e v iew ed  a short film  abou t the  
T h u n d erb ird s , includ ing  scenes

from  th e  cockp it du ring  an 
a irshow .

A fter th e  lunch eon  w e w ere 
given free adm ission  to  the 
T h u n d e rb ird  A irshow  at the 
Pasco A irport.

S O U TH W E S T
...Fog halts proficiency  

fly in g , so  how 'bout a 
brew ery tour instead?...AE  

photos, sea led  50 years,
shown by photographer—

Aloha
T w o ch ap ter scho larsh ips w ere 

given at the ann iv ersary  ban quet 
held  at H ickam  A ir Force Base. 
S tudent pilo t Eileen Lam bert w as 
p resen ted  the  Lani Read 
M em orial Scho larsh ip  to help  
com plete  h e r p riv a te  license. 
C arol Read received  the Aloha 
c h ap te r Scho larsh ip  for her 
m ultieng ine  ra ting. The 
recogn ition  aw ard  w ent to Lois 
Russell, for h e r con trib u tion s 
du rin g  the  past year. M im i 
T om kins w as also  h o no red  by 
the  chap ter. She had  just 
re tu rn ed  from  the  m ain land  after 
qualify ing  for cap ta in  of the 
Boeing 737.

Bakersfield
W e'v e  been  bu sy  fueling 

a irc raft and  acting  as hostesses 
for the H ayw ard  - BFL - Las 
Vegas a ir race. Special m ention  
goes to M aude O ldershaw  for 
again organizing o u r part in the 
race an d  to official tim ers Ju d ith  
F aulstick  and  M arianne Laxague. 
W e also w o rked  at the M in ter 
Field W arb ird  Show  park ing  
p lanes a n d  sponsoring  a 
m em b ersh ip  booth.

Bay Cities
A taco party  w as the  highlight 

o f o u r Ju ly  get - together W e 
en joyed  good food, conversation, 
and  especia lly  a p resen ta tion  by 
Pat C han an d  Joyce W ells on 
th e ir  trip  to  Russia. Ruth 
R ueckert a tten d ed  the  Forest of 
F riendsh ip  cerem onies, an d  Don 
an d  A nn Keith ce leb ra ted  th e ir 
42nd w edd ing  ann iv ersary  w ith  a 
trip  to A frica, V ictoria Falls, and  
Z im babw e.

Cameron Park
"A erosp ace  D ay for K ids," 

organized  by  L inda Swan and  
five o thers, had  500 ch ild ren

involved  in rocket building, 
astronau t train ing , kites, paper 
a irp lan e  construc tion , and  a 
balloon launch . Ju lie  Clark, 
app earin g  in h e r N orthw est 
A irlines cap ta in 's  un ifo rm  talked 
to the  group, and  an  SR71 team  
from  nea rb y  Biehl AFB p e r
fo rm ed  to  the  th rill of the crow d.

O th er goings on: Esther
D eY oung an d  her 49 1/2 flew 
th e ir C essna 182 to Idaho Falls to 
visit friends including  Eastern 
Idaho ch ap ter m em bers ... 
Jeanette  Bell a ttended  the  recent 
F lying N urses convention  in 
W ashington , D.C.

El Cajon Valley
G oings on inc lude  the  Pacific 

A ir Race board , w hich  com pleted 
final deta ils for the  O ctober 1 
event ... W e a irm ark ed  Romona 
a irp o rt and  p lan  to  do  G illespie 
Field soon ... O ver 300 
e lem en tary  school ch ildren  
com peted  in o u r annual essay 
contest. T he w in n er got an 
a irp lan e ride  ... D ottie C am pbell 
rep re sen ted  u s M ay 31 at the 
A viation D ay in N ational City 
s c h o o ls ... D oris R itchey w on the 
Science T eacher aw ard .

Fullerton
G oings on inc lude  these: M ary 

M acD onald and  Kim W ilkes, of 
O range C oun ty  chap ter, w ere  on 
han d  at the  Forest o f F riendship  
to accept the  certifica te for the 
late D arlene B rundage, bo th  our 
chap ters  having sponsored  h e r ... 
Joyce lives w as nam ed  to  a 
second te rm  as tre a su re r of the 
Fu llerton  A irport P ilo ts Assn ... 
C athy  an d  K evin C roy  in 
trod uced  th e ir  son, C hristopher, 
to the w orld  on Ju ly  1 ... W e also 
w elcom e K im berly , dau gh ter of 
R obynn and  Jim  G ualtierre .

Golden West
G oings on: Y vonne Souza and 

Jayne Snook w ere each aw arded  
scho larsh ip s tow ard  their 
com m ercia l ra tings ... O ur 
m em ber Pat Forbes w as elected 
in te rna tiona l treasu rer.

Las Vegas Valley
A tou r of the  N ellis AFB tour 

an d  ra d a r room  brough t 23 
a ttend ing . Special th an k s to 
L inda G agnon for arranging the 
tour.



found landing  a helicop ter on an 
oil rig in te resting  and  in tends to 
re tu rn  for flightseeing tours to 
M t. M cK inley ... Ju n e  started  off 
as busy  as M ay, w ith  good 
tu rn o u t for officer installa tion  
d in n e r a n d  o u r first a irm ark ing  
... E laine Bull cam e back  from  a 
trip  to  Spain ... Peggy W illiam s 
m arked  1000 p ilo t h o u rs on a 
golfing tr ip  ... T en  of us enjoyed 
visiting w ith  A ustralian  Sction 
m em b er N ancy B ird W alton 
w hile  h e re  for ce leb rations at the 
W estern  A ir M useum .

M ount Diablo

O u r p ro fic iency  fly-in to 
M endocino  w as canceled  by  fog, 
bu t using o u r resou rce fu lness we 
flew  to B oonville for a w arm  
w elcom e by  local p ilo ts. We 
w ere  d riv en  in to  tow n for lunch , 
shopping , an d  a b rew ery  tour. 
T he on ly  d isappo in tm en t w as 
being un ab le  to m eet up  w ith  the 
Sacram ento  an d  C am eron  Park 
chap ters . W e la te r d iscovered  
they  m ade it in to  M endocino 
VFR, bu t had  to  leave IFR.

U pcom ing events include 
repa in ting  th e  com pass rose at 
B uchanan  Field and  developm ent 
of a ch ap ter slide show.

Phoenix
Phoenix is b u rsting  w ith  new  

m em bers: Zoan H arcle rade, Jo 
Pe terson , and  L illian R ew er. 
H eather H orn  w as h o no red  at a 
d in n e r an d  p resen ted  a 
scho larsh ip  by  the Scottsdale 
C h a p te r of A m erican Business 
Assn.

JUNE 1988: FOREST OF FRIENDSHIP, ATCHISON, 
KANSAS—Pictured I. to r. are Edna Gardner Whyte, Fay 
Gillis Wells, Nancy Hopkins Tier, Alice Hammond, Muriel 
Earhart Morrisey and her granddaughter Suzanne.

Forest of 
Friendship 

celebration 
brought special 

mix of achievers 
to Atchison this 
year; Yeager's 

banquet speech 
well-received

Long Beach
M ary P inkn ey  do nated  her 

honorarium  from  the W om en 's 
Fellow ship of the  N eighborhood 
C hurch  to ou r ch ap ter 
scholarsh ip  fund. She spoke on 
her trip  to  T ibet, inc lud ing  her 
visit w ith  C hinese general 
aviation p ilo ts and  parachutists .

Sharon C raw ford  flew  a tw in 
C om anche to  D enver on business 
and  m anaged to spend  som e tim e 
w ith  Joyce Jones an d  W ally 
Funk. C onnie an d  Bill F a rm er's  
daughter, Jean, soloed on her 
six teen th  b irthday . F lying since 
age nine, Jean  is now  a ten th  
grader, in te rested  in m usic, and  
w orking part tim e w ashing 
aircraft.

Marin County
G oing on include o u r B earport 

booth at the W ings of V ictory 
airshow  in M ay, bring ing  in 
scholarsh ip  donations, new  
m em bers, p rospectives, an d  66s 

LaVonne Boyle, A nne 
Silverm an, M ichelle Scott, Lynn 
T hom pson, Pam  LaN oue, 66s 
Am y Eccelsim e and  Jane N oble, 
and  guests all flew to  San Diego 
to w ork  as vo lun tee rs at Air 
Space / A m erica 88 ... Renee 
Adam s w as hom e from  Alaska 
prio r to the Russia trip . Said she

Letters
I w ould  like to re spo nd  to the  le tte r from  

Sherry  Knight Rossiter [THE 99 NEWS, 
M ay/June 1988), of the Santa Rosa chap ter. 
In  the  body  of her le tter she stated  tha t " . . .  
and  see that com peten t leaders are 
nom inated  for each elected office."

Each cand ida te  m ust m eet certa in  
requ irem en ts an d  com plete an app lication  
stating h e r qualifications. T his app lica tion  is 
rev iew ed by a com m ittee, and  if the 
candidate m eets all the  requ irem en ts , is 
notified of her selection. I have personally  
know n C handa B udhabhatti for over 12 
years. H er background  has been  in w orld  
finance for over a decade, do ing business in 
N orth A m erica, Europe, an d  Asia.

T here are no " te s ts "  for "co m p e ten t 
leade rs,"  on ly  the ir trac k  reco rd  p rov ides 
evidence of past abilities and  ac
com plishm ents.

I strongly disagree w ith  Ms. R ossiter's 
letter in the im plication that C handa  do esn 't 
have a "s trong  business b ac k g ro u n d "  and  
"u n d e rs tan d  the w hole econom ic p ic tu re ."  

B arbara L. H arper 
T ucson chapter

By Faye Gillis Wells
T he celeb ration  at the  Forest from  Ju n e  17 

th ro ugh  19 co inc ided  w ith  the  six tie th  
ann iv ersary  of A m elia E arh a rt's  first flight 
across the A tlantic, as a passenger in the 
Fokker F riendsh ip  on Ju n e  18, 1928.

T he ann iv ersary  of h e r flight triggered  a 
silen t auction  of the  donations given by  
som e w onderfu l com p an ies that also have 
en d u re d  the  v ic iss itudes of the  past six 
decades. A nd w ith  the  su p er cooperation  of 
Federal Express, the  donations w ere  flow n to 
A tchison , along w ith  le tte rs  from  Jim m y 
Stew art, Barry G oldw ater, for Ruth 
Reinhold, and  a beautifu l p roclam atio n  from  
the  state  of M assachusetts w here  A m elia w as 
d iscovered . Federal Express, a caring 
com pany  w ith  50 w om en pilo ts, also 
a rran ged  a special all-w om an crew , for us, 
on one of its flights to K ansas C ity. 99 Janet 
Skliar w as the  first officer aboard .

A m ong the 45 new  ho norees in  M em ory 
Lane w ere  A m erica 's first tw o licensed 
w om en pilots, H arriet Q u im by  an d  M atilda 
M oisant, Jessie W oods, Jo hn  Paul R iddle, 
Russ B rink ley , Bob Saunders, Ruth 
Reinhold, ch a rte r 99 11a Fox L oetscher, Art 
an d  A1 M oey, P au line  M allary, Sophia 
Payton, H arold  P itcairn , Sam W alton, Jam es 
"J im m y "  Stew art an d  H enry  Ford. Rosella 
B jornsen, the first w om an officer h ired  by

an a irline  to  fly je ts  in N orth  A m erica, w as 
accom pan ied  by  h e r p a ren ts  an d  seven other 
en thusiastic  99s from  the W estern  C anadian  
Section.

T here now  is a d rin k in g  fountain  in the 
Forest, and  a paved  road  to the top  of the 
h ill. M ore im p rov em en ts are  p lan n ed  for 
next year.

O ne of o u r guests w as G ro u p  C aptain  
P e ter Johnson, assistan t A ir A ttache, w ho 
b rough t stirring  m essages of F riendsh ip  from  
G reat B ritain, the  rec ip ien t of A m y P h ipps 
G u es t's  bo n d  of F rien d sh ip  betw een  ou r tw o 
countries.

O ur guest sp eaker at the  b an quet w as 
Jeanna Yeager. She looks like a fashion 
m odel, has a cap tivating  personality  an d  a 
m ind  like a steel trap . Jeana, a 99, w ith  her 
incred ib le  nonstop  flight a ro u n d  the  w orld , 
w as an exciting clim ax to w ind  up  "T he  
B eginning of It A ll,"  as w e now  set ou r 
sights on the technology  of today an d  the 
stars of tom orrow .

In 1989, w e again m ay have ou r 
ce leb ration  a ro u n d  the  m idd le  of Ju ne  -- it's  
cooler. E m phasis w ill be on  M em ory Lane 
a n d  the Forest itself, as w e seem  to  have 
celeb ra ted  m ost of A m elia 's  pertinen t an 
n iversaries over the  years.

W e are  looking fo rw ard  to  seeing you in 
A tchison next June.



Placer Gold
G oings on include Alice 

Bowles, seen taking a friend  and  
h e r son flying ... M arge C linton 
and  h e r 49 1/2 w ent to  the 
an tique fly-in at M erced and  
snagged the prize for best T -6 ... 
Pat and  Bruce T ucker are  off for 
a m onth of cross cou n try  in the ir 
Cessna 150, headed  for Arizona, 
Texas, A rkansas, O klahom a, and  
others ... P o rte rv ille 's  38th 
annual M oonlight Fly-in had  
am ong its attendees Pat T ucker, 
M arge C linton, and  th e ir 49 l/2s. 
Both couples slep t u n d e r the 
w ings of their aircraft, a C150 for 
the T uckers an d  an  SNJ-6 for the 
Clintons.

Reno Area
G oings on: A gang of m em bers, 

49 l/2s, and  66s gathered  at 
Y erington A irport for the  a ir

m arking  there  ... W e flew  to 
N evada C ity, caught a tro lley  and  
tou red  the  city  and  E m pire M ine 
... P lans are  to a irm ark  D ouglas 
C ounty  A irport in August.

Sacramento Valley
G oings on include a learn ing  

experience at the San Joaqu in  
A irshow , w here  we tried  selling 
coffee, donuts, and  s traw berries 
... B onnie N eily  w as honored  
w ith  o u r service aw ard  ... 
Tw elve flew  into  H arris  Ranch 
for d in n e r and  a night flight 
hom e ... A nother fundraising  
inven to ry  w ith  M acy 's w as held  
... Sh irley W inn is recupera ting  
from  su rgery  Ju ne  27.

San Fernando Valley
C hap te r aw ards w ere 

p resen ted  at ou r annual ban quet

h e ld  th is yea r at Sportm en 's 
Lodge. T hose ho nored  w ere 
C oralee T ucker for W om an Pilot 
of the Year, Ace N ichols for the 
T rixie A nn Shubert A w ard for 
Service, and  Ju d ith  Runyon for 
Rookie of the  Y ear. Special 
recognition aw ards w ere  given to 
M arcia Fuller, M arion McNiff, 
and  Fran Slim m er for leadersh ip  
and  service du ring  the  past year.

A serenade by  the Sweet 
A delines m ade ou r last chap ter 
m eeting one to  rem em ber.

Jan  G oforth  d id  a great jo b  as 
booth  d irec to r at the  Van N uys 
A irport Expo. W e sold hot dogs 
an d  soft d rin k s  as a fund ra iser 
and  prom o.

San Luis Obispo
Four p lanes caravaned  across 

the cou n ty  sk ies view ing po ints

of in terest and  broadcasting  two 
popu lar KPRL rad io  announcers, 
Jim  Shrivers and  Joe Benson. 
C ris D arbonne, C allie Fisher, 
M arsha M oore, Shirley  M oore, 
Louise D eM ore, T ina nelson, and 
66 C aro lyn  C orner all p a r
ticipated .

Santa Clara Valley
W e w ere  guests of honor as an 

all - w om an Coast G uard 
helicop ter crew  dem onstra ted  air 
- sea rescue techn iqu es at the 
South C oun ty  A irport. Following 
the  event w as a barbeq ue  hosted 
by the N orthe rn  California 
A ntique A ircraft Assn.

O ur Ju n e  m eeting featured 
A lbert Bresnik, A m elia E arhart's  
personal photographer. He 
shared  m ovie clips and  photos of 
Am elia that had  p rev iously  been 
sealed for 50 years.

ROSEM AR Y ZAND ER
Past chairm an of the G rea te r St. Louis C hap te r, R osem ary w as killed  

w hen she w as s truck  by  a p ick u p  tru c k  as she rode h e r bicycle nea r her 
hom e on June 28. She had  been an active m em ber of the ch ap ter and  
will be greatly  m issed.

GRACE CLARA N O B LE
A m em ber of the  Los A ngeles chap ter, G race d ied  January  14. 

VIRG IN IA  LOEB
A glider pilot and  m em ber of the M ary land  chap ter, V irginia d ied  of 

cancer in May. C h ap te r m em bers p lann ed  a fly-by in  her ho nor at the ir 
Ju ne  m eeting, w hich  w as to be held  at the A tlan tic Soaring C en ter in 
Fairfield, Pennsylvania.

L E A H M . W A R R E N
Leah d ied  M ay 22, after a long bout w ith  cancer. O riginally  from  

N ew m an, Illinois, she m oved to  St. P e tersbu rg  in  1970, and  w as a 
m em ber of the F lorida Suncoast chap ter.

M A R Y  YATES
Longtim e M ount D iablo m em ber, M ary passed aw ay Ju ne  14 after a 

long battle  w ith cancer. She w as a devoted  99 for m any  years an d  will 
be dearly  m issed by  all w ho knew  her.

R U B Y  “D E E "K E A  VEN Y
An enthusiastic  99 of the  A loha C hapter, Dee had  been resid ing  in 

E scondido the past several years. H er effervescent personality  w ill be 
m issed.

B O N N IE  RA VENSCROFT
A m em ber of the Phoenix chap ter, 24 year old Bonnie lost h e r life in a 

tragic airp lane accident M ay 29. C ause of the  crash  of h e r Beech 
Bonanza, w hich also k illed  th ree  people on the  ground, is as yet 
unknow n. Bonnie w as the  1986 recip ien t of the  c h a p te r 's  m em orial 

12 scholarsh ip , aw arded  ann ually  to a stud en t of aeronau tics in  one of

A rizona 's colleges. A p rivate pilo t w ith  400 hours, she partic ipated  in 
m ost ch ap ter ac tiv ities an d  had  served  as activ ities cha irm an  and 
ch ap ter new s repo rte r. T he petite  an d  b u bb ly  Bonnie will be long 
rem em b ered  an d  so rely  m issed by  those w hose lives she brightened .

Research Scholar update
By Dora Strother
O ur A m elia E arhart Research Scholar p rogram  should  be a source 

of p rid e  for all m em bers. The four scholars funded  in eight years 
have significantly  expanded the  availab le lite ra tu re  in several fields, 
bringing cred it to The N inety-N ines, and  new found iden tity  to 
w om en pilots.

D orothy  N iekam p, Indiana chap ter, w as the first A.E. Scholar. H er 
pro ject w as an annotated  b ib liography  of w om en pilo ts. D o ro thy 's 
su rvey  of new spapers, m agazines, even m ovie clip s re su lted  in a 234 
page vo lum e con ta in ing  a vast n u m b er of sources.

D oro th y 's  resea rch  w as lauded  by  M r. F eu lner of the  Science and 
T echnical D ivision of the L ibrary  of C ongress as " . . .  filling a gap in 
the  lite ra tu re  of av ia tion ."  T he ed itors of TIM E-LIF E Books 
said the re su lt of D oro thy 's A m elia E arhart R esearch w as " . . .  in
valuab le  in research ing  ou r book (Women Aloft), both  to  check 
facts and  anecdotes, and  to d iscover w om en p ilo ts w e had  never 
hea rd  of."

T he second scholar w as Sh irley R ender, G rea te r W innipeg chapter, 
w ho stud ied  C anadian  w om en as bush  an d  p ioneer pilots. G ayle 
Vail, M innesota chap ter, tracked  safety reco rds of w om en pilots, and 
D r. C laire  Kopp, San G abrie l V alley chap ter, conducted  ex
perim en ta l research  of how  w om en orien t them selves in flight 
situations.

T he w orks of these scholars are  the  p ro p erty  of T he N inety-N ines, 
Inc. an d  m ay be found  at h eadquarte rs .

M uch w ork  is yet to be done. T he tru s tees of the AEMSF agree 
w ith  M r. F eu ln er that there  are  m any  "g laring  gap s" to be filled 
regard ing  w om en pilo ts. T he A.E. R esearch Scholar g ran ts he lp  to 
p rov ide  the  m issing data, an d  w ill hopefu lly  stim ulate the in terest of 
o ther agencies in  w om en p ilo ts -  agencies such  as NASA, the 
N ational Science F oundation  an d  p riv a te  sources.

A pplication data  for A.E. R esearch Scholarsh ips m ay be ob tained 
by w riting  N inety-N ine h ea d q u a rte rs  in  O klahom a City, OK.
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GEORGIA—At right, 
scenes from Old Town 
in Tbilisi, and below, 
workmen in Leningrad 
prepare wrought iron 
decorations for  
upcoming festival.

of Mt. Mtatsminda. At the top we saw a 
newspaper with news of the summit 
meeting in Moscow, and though we 
couldn't read it, assumed things were 
going well by the smiles on faces all 
around us. Over and over throughout the 
trip we saw the "thum bs u p " sign, and 
their smiles told us they were just like us.

We visited a tiny church founded in 
1278 and were surprised to find hay on 
the floor. That afternoon we toured a 
Georgian art museum and were permitted 
to see exquisite gold and silver icons 
dating to the sixth century. One out
standing specimen came from the period 
300 AD. The entire collection left us in 
awe.

The Georgian Dancers were slated for 
that evening in the Concert Hall, but the 
first half of the program was chamber 
music and recitations, and we began to 
think we had come to the wrong place. 
Fortunately, the Georgian Dancers per
formed the second half and were sen
sational. We had seen the Latvian Dancers 
in Leningrad, but our hearts belong to the 
Georgian.

Off to see Muxeta next, this is an 
ancient city built between the years 586 
and 605. Its Church of the Cross is 
famous for being the first to have a 
cupola for the cross. En route we saw the 
remains of a bridge built by Pompeii in 65 
BC. These ancient buildings made us 
realize the relative youth of the United 
States, and how much history we were 
experiencing in the Soviet Union.

The Union of Soviet Women of Georgia 
were our hosts that afternoon. They were 
all very strong women, and just like those 
we’d met before, concerned with the 
same things as women all over the world. 
Their w it and “ joie de v iv re " were 
tremendous, and the exchange was full of 
smiles and laughter. They thought us 
courageous and very strong physically to 
be able to fly airplanes.

Dinner was really special. We dined in 
the modern Palace of Official Ceremonies 
built by the state in 1984, and used for 
special events and to entertain VIPs. A 
wine tasting party at a 17th century 
winery was on the next day's agenda.

At Old Town, inside the St. Nicholas 
Church is a cross made of grape vines 
and fastened with pieces of hair from  St. 
Nino, dating from 346 AD and still in very 
good shape. We stopped at a local bakery 
on our way back to the hotel, and met the 
Prime Minister of Georgia and the Minister 
of Coal just leaving. We took the op
portunity to greet them and exchange

pleasantries. We also gave them 
delegation pins and explained our mission.

Early the next morning we boarded 
another Aeroflot plane for Moscow.
Though anxious to see this city, we left 
Georgia with some sadness.

Moscow is the capital of Russia and of 
the USSR. It is a large, cosmopolitan city 
of some nine million residents and the 
seat of power for the entire Soviet Union. 
Its history dates back to 1147. The 
nucleus of Moscow is the Kremlin and 
Red Square, and this is where we began 
our familiarization. We were just in time to 
see “ goose - stepping" soldiers per
forming a change of guard at Lenin's 
tomb.

Red Square was originally a market
place. I t ’s boundaries now are imposing 
ones: the Kremlin, St. Basil’s Cathedral, 
two identical towers and Gum's depart
ment store.

Our most significant aviation 
educational exchange took place that 
afternoon at the House of Friendship, 
where we met the first woman in space, 
Valentina Tereshkova. We were also 
introduced to helicopter pilots and "N igh t 
W itches" -- pilots who defended 
Leningrad during WW2 by flying their 
planes “ blind”  (w ithout any lights 
whatsoever) into combat against the 
German pilots.

Tereshkova arrived after introductions 
had been made. A national heroine to the 
Soviets, she is also an attractive and 
gracious lady. She addressed us in 
Russian, and through her interpreter we 
heard this fine Soviet spokeswoman tell 
about her country 's space program. 
Tereshkova also arranged a tour of the 
cosmonaut training facilities for the next 
day.

International President Barbara Sestito 
presented her with a 99 pin, in thanks for 
her contribution to space and the in
spiration she provides the w orld 's women.

Our trip to the Cosmonaut Training 
Center was a pleasant ride through the

NIGHT WITCH—Looking like a couple 
o f ordinary ladies, both were WW2 pilots 
of incredible courage. On the left is a 
Soviet who engaged German pilots in 
aerial combat in complete darkness, and 
right, 99 and former WASP Mad O'Don
nell.
countryside. Neither our driver nor our 
guide had been there previously, and they 
were almost as excited as we were. 
Cosmonaut Yuri Malyshev, another 
national hero, met us and posed for 
pictures on the steps of the center.

Malyshev was the first Soviet 
cosmonaut to walk in space, and has 
been in space three times. He made us 
very aware of the camaraderie among

Please see RUSSIA page 15
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EAA— 'Oshkosh'— is bi 
more every year

Two hot air balloons are in a pasture, 
ready to launch. Overhead in the distance is 
the Goodyear blimp. Down south are what 
appear as giant fireflies making their own 
traffic patterns. As far as the eye can see 
are parked airplanes. At 9 a.m. on the first 
day of the Experimental A ircraft Assn. 
(EAA) convention in Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
the field is closed. They have all the air
planes they can park.

The B1 bomber is here, and the Concorde 
is en route. Where else in the world will you 
find this m ix of airplanes, but at Oshkosh? 
Here comes a helicopter, just to make the 
picture complete. On the grounds are 
warbirds, antiques, homebuilts, the 
ultralights, aircraft of the future and the 
past.

Two weeks ago this was a lazy, quiet little 
town with little activity at the airport. Today, 
it is mecca for aviation. For the next eight 
days you can do almost anything you want 
as far as airplanes are concerned. You 
m ight go to school and learn how to build an 
airplane or cover a wing or work on an 
engine. You can buy spare parts fo r the 
plane you left at home. Avionics, insurance,

hats, shirts, toys, games, videos, radios, 
watches, and plenty more is available for 
purchase. You can also join several aviation 
organizations, including The Ninety-Nines.

We have two spots. The friendship tent 
will let you sit and visit, or have a cool drink, 
or leave a message. Our booth in the south 
building will tell you all you ever wanted to 
know about The Ninety-Nines. Like a giant 
fam ily reunion, friends are seen 
everywhere. Char Falkenberg is giving a 
forum  on “ flying com panions.”  Norma 
Freier and Mary Panczyszyn are holding 
forth in the freedom tent, while Edna 
Gardner Whyte speaks in the wom en's tent. 
Rita Eaves is talking about the women of 
EAA; Jane Schiek, EAA’s only woman 
director oversees activities in the women’s 
area. Vice-president elect Marie Christensen 
is speaking at the Theatre in the Woods, 
receiving an NAA award fo r a record she 
set, and speaking at a forum telling how to 
set a record. Treasurer-elect Pat Forbes is 
doing great in the fly market, along with 
Joanie Steinberger.

One unique things happens every day,

A
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sr, better,

and has nothing to do with flying. It is 
"Operation T h irs t," feeding the volunteers 
who make EAA tick. It takes 110 loaves of 
bread each day to make sandwiches. It 
takes 280 cases of drinks, between 80 and 
100 gallons of juice, 170 cups of coffee, 
995 pounds of ice, 200 pounds of cookies, 
and on and on. The women of EAA come 
back year after year to serve, and yes, we 
all take a turn at riding Operation Thirst. It's  
a great way to see the airport and a great 
way to help.

About 250,000 folks were on the grounds 
the first Saturday, and a record number on 
Sunday. Monday showed no sign of 
slowing.

The traffic pattern gets a little busy when 
all the warbirds take to the sky. When Verne 
Jobst, air show boss, was asked how he 
briefed them, he just shrugged.

The airshow is spectacular, and seems to 
get better each year. The wing walkers do a 
little more, and the Christen Eagles scare 
you more times; the whole show is one slick 
production with Maestro Jobst directing a 
symphony of airplanes from atop the 
airshow office. This year featured nighttime 
pyrotechnics, which made everyday 
fireworks seem a little tame. When the 
Concorde screams by, everyone runs to 
watch. The Harrier is another show stopper, 
this year performing a flyby with a WW2 
F4U4 ... a little of the old mixed with the 
new.

Courtney Bargerhuff sold chances on a 
pedal driven Pitts Special her husband built, 
proceeds to go to the ways and means for 
North Central Section. Marcia Nellans had 
her armada of airplanes made of soft drink 
cans. She also had on an animal shirt Hazel 
Jones tried to buy to wear at convention, 
Safari to Shangri La, Oklahoma. Marti 
Pierce and Rita Adams, over in the 
friendship tent, helped registration.

The length of the list deems impossible a 
mention of every member who was here 
and needed to make Oshkosh work for the 
99s. The Chicago and Wisconsin chapters 
carry most of the load, but 99s come from 
everywhere and they all pitch in to help. 
Susan Maule came, and brought other 
airline pilots, telling them they should 
belong to our group.

The party on Tuesday was great with both 
99s and industry sitting down for dinner and 
hangar flying.

Oshkosh '88 was great. But then it always
is.

RUSSIA
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astronauts, regardless of nationality.

The Soviet’s space museum includes 
memorabilia from  the United States, and a 
room devoted to Yuri Gagarin, who died 
in an airplane crash. Later we placed 
flowers at a monument honoring him and 
other space explorers. It was impossible 
not to think of the astronauts who have 
died in our own space program.

At the underwater training center, we 
saw film s on cosmonaut training and were 
taken into a large building that houses the 
life-sized model of a space station. We 
were not allowed inside the space station, 
but could photograph as much as we 
pleased. It was an exhilarating day for all.

Sunday was the millenium of 
Christianity in the state of Russia and 
some of us attended Catholic Mass at a 
church in downtown Moscow. The taxi 
could not take us directly to it, so we 
walked the last couple of blocks to the 
church, and had a hard tim e finding it, 
because the build ing's exterior didn’t look 
like a church at all.

The Mass was in Latin and at its 
conclusion, the Russians filed out in total 
silence, quite unlike our churches at 
home.

Later that day we toured the Kremlin 
and the Armory in one of the many very 
memorable outings of this trip. The 
buildings were interesting, but the art 
treasures inside were almost in
describable. The Arm ory houses the 
w orld ’s largest collection of gold, silver, 
precious jewels and Faberge eggs. The 
jeweled wedding gown of Catherine the 
Great was on display, and is priceless. A 
complete warehouse was filled with 
unbelievably beautiful golden coaches. 
Many were huge -  about the size of a 
stage coach -  and some had beautiful 
paintings done by famous European 
artists. The Soviet Czars surrounded 
themselves with the finest that life could 
offer. Their treasures were hidden behind 
the Ural Mountains during WW2, and are 
now protected behind the walls of the 
Kremlin underground.

With the end of our visit to the USSR 
drawing near, we all seemed to share the 
feeling that it was like nothing we had 
ever experienced. Their world is complex 
and fascinating beyond belief, but their 
people are like people everywhere. We 
had seen only a small part of the USSR,

and had sampled only some of its of
ferings. We all fe lt the want for more and 
that we would probably return some day.

Weather continued to be unseasonably 
hot and humid, so leaving the Soviet 
Union for a cooler Finland was something 
to look forward to. The flight across was 
not cool, however. It was cold. Frost was 
on everything, including the walls inside 
the aircraft. The captain agreed to pose 
w ith our group in front of the airplane in 
Helsinki -  against Soviet policy, and 
making our guide very nervous.

Guess what?Helsinki was hot and 
humid; summer had come early to 
Finland.

We were met at the airport by Orvokki 
Kuorti, governor of the Finnish Section. 
She and her husband Perti escorted us to 
our hotel. W ith free time to shop, we 
quickly discovered Finland is very ex
pensive.

We were warm ly welcomed with a 
champagne reception at c ity hall the next 
day. We toured the city by bus, then went 
to the Air and Space Museum and met 
more of our 99s.

Coffee was served in the conference 
room, and we presented gifts to the 
museum director, including books for the 

Please turn to the next page.
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museum's library, then toured the facility.
Kuorti is quite a person in Finland; one 

whole section of the library is devoted to 
her and her aviation activities. Pretty neat 
to see one of our own so honored.

All good things must end. We had lunch 
in a private dining room at the Malmi 
Airport, and afterward the airport director 
took us for a tour of the only airport w e’d 
been allowed to examine thus far. It was 
during this tour that we learned the 
impact our USPFT team and the 99s had 
made in Helsinki. One young man pulled a 
pencil from his pocket to show us he had 
been a part of the World Championship 
held there last year. He was so pleased to 
meet more 99s and told us of his ad
miration for Hazel Jones and Pat Roberts 
and their many contributions to the 
precision flying contests.

We parted with a mixture of feelings, 
among them that w e’d once again made 
our own small contributions toward 
furthering aviation, and to better un
derstanding between nations, and perhaps 
managed another tiny step toward peace 
in the world. Hopefully we gave the 
Soviets we met a better understanding of 
women who fly. Finally, we found it as 
much a thrill to sample other lands and 
cultures as to come home to the land of 
our birth. Though lands and cultures may 
be different, the goals, dreams and hopes 
of the world are pretty much the same.

PLACE #  NAME(S) AIRCRAFT TOTAL
1. G ini Richardson
2. McCormack/Allen
3. Romero/Scott
4 . Taylor/LaMar
5. Rodgers/Hnick
6. Mary Rawlings
7. M iller/Sprague
8. Kurrasch/Blech
9. Schiffm ann/Tarabetz
10. DeYoung/Kohler

RACE RESULTS 
19th Annual 

Palms to Pines 
A ir Race

'81 Cessna 172P 21.762
'78 Cessna 172 21.088
'78 P iper Archer I I  20.148
'71 P ip er  PA-28-R200 17.993
'87 P iper Archer I I  17.141
'81 P ip er  Warrior 16.755
'79 Cessna 172 16.707
'79 Grumnan T iger  16.143
'74 Cessna 182N 15.934
'80 Cessna 182Q 15.775

THE N iN i
INTLkfJAJiC

'MINES, INC.
W f N PHOTS

SCENES FROM OSHKOSH—At left, our outdoor spot was the welcome shade o f a tent 
and the friends found beneath its cover. On the right is the booth run by members from  
chapters near and far, found inside one o f the exhibit buildings on the airport grounds. 
See story by Hazel Jones, page 14.

International Women Pilots 
Will Rogers World Airport 
P.O. Box 59965
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73159

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
SEATTLE, WA. 

PERMIT NO. 3792


