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Dr Dora Strother, 99, is sworn in to her position on the 
Army Science Board

Rayburn Is GA Manager
Carol Rayburn of the W estern-Pacific 

Region has been selected  to  replace re 
cently retired Bernie G eier as manager of 
the G en era l A viation and C o m m ercia l 
Division, Flight O perations headquarters, in 
W ashington. A high-time pilot who has 
checked  out in m ore than 50 m akes and 
models of aircraft, she currently is assistant 
m a n a g e r o f A W P ’s F lig h t S ta n d a rd s  
Division.

Rayburn began flying in high sch o o l, 
taught flying in college and has been in 
aviation ever since.

Before  joining FA A , she was an air taxi 
pilot, a com m u ter airline pilot and an 
agricultural pilot, in addition to being a flight 
instructor. Among the many flights she 
made w ere those to seed  thunderstorm s 
and to carry out sm oke jum pers after they 
fought a fire.

Carol joined FAA in 1974 as a G S -7  safety 
inspector, and she has since held such 
responsible positions as principal airlines 
operations inspector and m anager of the 
Fresno, California G eneral Aviation District 
Office (GA D O ).

Now, as she steps into a top m anagem ent 
position at FAA headquarters, she holds 
virtually all FAA pilot ratings, including 
multiengine jet and, at the opposite end of 
the power scale, glider rating.
Our thanks go to Mary Jo Knoutf for sharing this article 
from Intercom, published by FAA headquarters, with 
The 99 NEWS.

Dora Strother Appointed 
To Army Science Board

Dr. D ora Dougherty S tro ther, manager 
of Human Facto rs  and C ockpit Arrange
m ents at Bell H elicopter T extro n , Inc., has 
been appointed to  the Army S cien ce  Board.

S tro th er, who earned a PhD in aviation 
education from the University of New Y ork , 
is the first em ployee in Bell’s history to serve 
on this board.

T he Army S cien ce  Board is com prised of 
expert professionals from various special
ized fields who advise the secretary  of the 
Army, the chief of staff and m ajor Army 
com m anders on a wide spectrum  of scien 
tific and technological m atters. T h e  board’s 
exp ertise and counsel assists the D epart
ment of the Army in attaining successful 
re s e a rc h , d evelopm ent and acquisition  
programs.

S t r o th e r  h as b e e n  a ss ig n ed  to  th e  
W eapons System s Functional Subgroup, 
which studies and evaluates Army needs 
and activities in this area.

A Bell employee since 1958, her function 
is to  direct two engineering design groups in 
the development and testing of cockpit 
displays and controls. T h e goal is to improve 
pilots’ safety  and effectiv en ess through 
cockp its designed to use artificial intelli
g e n ce , e x p e r t sy s te m s and in tegrated  
avionics system s.

Stro th er is a veteran helicopter and fixed 
wing pilot. During W orld W ar II, she served 
in the W om en’s A irforce S erv ice  Pilots 
(W A SP ), flying a variety of aircraft ranging 
from trainers to heavy bom bers. In 1961, 
she set altitude and distance world’s records 
for women helicopter pilots, which stood 
until 1966. Sh e  recently retired from the Air 
F o rce  R eserves with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. Stro ther is also past international 
president of the Whirly-Girls and a 99.

Flying Grandma Seeks 
50 New Aviation Records

All-time world aviation record-holder, the 
“Flying G randm a,” 99  M arie E. McMillan is 
reactivating her “Flying Grandm a O dyssey” 
in Ju n e . This trip will cover another 14,000 
miles in and around the C aribbean, where 
the 59-year-old Las V egas pilot will attem pt 
to  capture another 50 aviation records to 
add to  the unprecedented 656 national and 
world records she now holds.

T h e  “Flying G randm a” has placed an ad 
in the classifieds looking for two other 
grandm as who would like to go along and 
b e co m e  p art of av iation  h istory . O n e 
grandm a will act as an official observer for 
th e  N a tio n a l A e ro n a u tic  A ss o c ia tio n  
(NAA), issuer of the records for the United 
States'. In addition, the NAA also acts  as a 
liaison with the Federation Aeronautique 
In ternational (FA I), issuer of the  in ter
national records: T h e  other grandma will 
serv e  as a co rre sp o n d e n t and official 
photographer.

McMillan is awaiting confirmation of an 
invitation to visit C uba with her “Flying 
Grandm a O dyssey.” S h e  received a verbal 
invitation when she w as at the FAI confer
en ce as a U S  delegate in Prague, C zech o s
lovakia last O ctober. Should the invitation 
be received in time to  include C uba in this 
segm ent of the “Flying G randm a O dyssey,” 
Marie will be able to capture an additional 16 
record s, bringing her total to 722, shy only 
by 288 of her goal of 1,000.

A follow-up story, com plete with photos, 
will appear in a future issue of The 99 
NEW S.

Betty Elliott Named 
SPA Field Director

Betty  B. Elliott, G lenm ont, New York, 
has b een  nam ed field d irec to r for the 
Seaplane Pilots A ssociation. SPA , an inter
national organization of seap lane pilots 
managed by the Aircraft O w ners and Pilots 
A ssociation, has volunteer representatives 
in all parts of the country to  handle local 
problems.

“New Y ork  has m ore SP A  m em bers than 
any other state besides California,” said 
SPA  President David Q uam . “Appointing 
Betty  Elliott as New Y ork  field director will 
assure that their con cern s are taken care 
of.”

Elliott, who has been instrum ental in the 
planning and organization of the FA A /SPA  
Seaplane Safety Sem inar in Speculator, 
New Y o rk  each  year, is a com m ercial pilot 
with an instrum ent rating. A 99, she also 
serves as an FAA safety counselor.

Betty has worked as an instructor in 
medical and surgical nursing and pharma
cology, as business m anager for two private 
co rp o ra tio n s  and a foundation, and as 
executive director of a residential program 
for young adults. Sh e  also has served as a 
convention planner and coordinator for her 
own firm.
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Calendar
MAY

May 2-3: Great Southern Air Race sponsored by Florida Race Pilots 
Association, 1,000-sm round robin with $3,000 first prize. Kits. $7, Cy 
Beers, 925 N. Halifax Ave., #501, Daytona Beach FL 32018.
May 3-5: South Central Sectional, Topeka, Kansas.
May 9-11: National Intercollegiate Flying Association SAFECON
Ohio State University. Columbus, Ohio.
May 11: First Canadian Poker Run (rain date, May 12). Contact Adele 
Fogle

May 11: BITS Air Rally, sponsored by Oklahoma Chapter and Cleek 
Aviation, 250-sm round robin "Basics in the Sky" Air Rally, Clinton- 
Sherman Airport. Kits, $3. Charlene Davis, P.O. Box 408, Erick OK.
May 17-19: Pinchhitter Course Ann Arbor Municipal Airport, spon
sored by Greater Detroit Area Chapter. April 17 deadline for $120 
registration Contact Bernice Millar, (303) 722-7893, or llene 
Hemingway. (303) 487-9723.
May 17-19: Hayward to Las Vegas Proficiency Air Race, hosted by 
Alameda County, Bakersfield and Las Vegas Valley Chapters. No limit 
on passengers. Awards Sunday night at the Imperial Palace Hotel ($500 
first prize, 15 trophies. Best 99 Pilot and other specialty awards). Kits, 
$3 50, Hayward Air Race Committee, Lou Chianese, 20301 Skywest Dr., 
Hayward CA 95451. (415) 581 -2345, ext. 5285.
May 24-25: Sixth Annual llli-Nines Air Derby, sponsored by Chicago 
Area, Quad City and Central Illinois Chapters. Speed and proficiency 
categories, men or women pilots, $400 first prize each category. Kits, 
$3, Barb Jenison. P.O Box 357, Paris IL 61944
May 25: Greater Winnipeg Poker Derby (rain date, June 1), terminus 
St. Andrews.
May 31: The 99 NEWS deadline for July-August issue

JUNE
June 1: Poker Run (rain date, June 8). Medford, Oregon, sponsored by 
Southern Cascade Chapter. Contact Linda Mayfield, (503) 779-9946. 
June 5-9: USPFT National Competition Kissimmee, Florida 
June 9: Parks College Open House and Air Show f 100-1700 hours 
Contact Public Relations Office. Parks College of St. Louis University, 
Cahokia IL 62206
June 14-16: Buckeye Air Rally Marysville, Ohio. Select your own 
handicap for money and trophy prizes. Kits, $3. Joan Feibel, 2886 Mt. 
Holyoke Rd., Columbus OH 43221.
June 14-16: Flight Instructor Refresher Course University of 
Michigan. FAA approved for flight instructor renewal and annual 
refresher for chief flight instructors Contact Office of Conferences and 
Institutes, Division of Continuing Education. Western Michigan 
University. Kalamazoo Ml 49008, (616) 383-0795.
June 15:13th Annual Garden State 300 Kits, $5, payable to “Garden 
State 300," Cheryl Hoyt, P.O Box 2, Blawenburg NJ 08604, (609) 
466-2571

June 29-July 2: Air Race Classic entries closed April 13. Contact 
ARC. Ltd , P.O Box 1343, Crested Butte CO 81224, (303) 349-6864.

June 30: Heritage Days Planes ’n’ Pancakes Macomb Municipal 
Airport in Illinois. Fly-in breakfast at 0730 free to pilots of antiques, 
custom-builts and warbirds. Awards include Best Antique and Oldest 
Antique. Contact airport. (309) 833-3324, or Jayne Schiek. (309) 833- 
2359.
June 30: No deadline for The 99 NEWS.

JULY
July 6: Aspen Air Show ’85! Contact Kim Bracher, Airport Manager's 
Office, 20292 State Highway 82, Aspen CO 81611, (303) 925-8698
July 12-14: Oregon Petticoat Derby, sponsored by Willamette Valley 
Chapter and the Albany Chamber of Commerce Mystery route, western 
Oregon; time and fuel, spot landings; trophies and prizes 
July 13: Okie Derby Air Race, sponsored by Oklahoma Chapter
July 13-14: 99s Lakefair Airshow, Olympia, Washington Open house 
Saturday, air show Sunday. Contact Marilyn J Britt, 5040 14th Aven , 
S.E., Lacey WA 98503, (206) 491 -3874
July 19-21: International Forest of Friendship ceremonies, Atchison, 
Kansas. Dedication of AE birthplace, Memory Lane honorees.
July 23-28: International Convention. Baltimore. Maryland. (See 
March issue of The 99 NEWS for details and registration forms.)
July 31: The 99 NEWS deadline for September issue.

AUGUST
August 4-8: Fifth Annual Bahamas Grand Prix Air Race Chicago to 
Bahamas. Kits, $7, Grand Prix Air Race, L td . 1918 W Banbury Rd.. 
Palatine IL 60067, (312) 358-5100.
August 9 -10:16th Annual Palms to Pines Air Race Kits, $5. Claire 
Walters. Claire Walters Flight Academy. 3200 Airport A ve. #16, Santa 
Monica CA 90405
August 11-17: World Precision Flight Competitions Kissimmee.
Florida.
August 31: The 99 NEWS deadline for October issue 

SEPTEMBER
September 7: Back to Basics Air Race (rain date. September 14), less 
than 300-mile round robin from Santa Monica Airport. Only minimum 
FAA required instruments can be used. Kits, $3, Doris Robertson, 1911 
California Ave., Santa Monica CA 90403.
September 13-15: Western Canada Fall Sectional Winnipeg's Fort 
Carry Hotel
September 13-15: EAA Southwest Regional Fly-In, Kerrville, Texas 
Contact Chamber of Commerce Convention and Visitors Bureau, (512) 
896-1155.
September 20-22: Second Annual Mile High Air Derby Kits. $3, 
Linda Horn, 14437 W 32nd Ave., Golden CO 80401 
September 27-28: Fall North Central Sectional Des Moines, Iowa 
September 30: The 99 NEWS deadline for November issue

NOTAM
For job opportunities in FAA Flight Standards (register will open in 

May), go to the nearest General Aviation District Office (GADO) or 
Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) and apply.

NOTAM
Mark your calendars with a date change for the Garden State 300 

proficiency contest. The event will be June 15.
Closing date for entries has also been changed from May 11 to 

May 17.

NOTAM

1986 World Aviation, Education and Safety Congress
New Delhi, India February 22-26,1986

Inauguration by 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

Sponsored by 
The Ninety-Nines, Inc. and Aero Club of India

Hosted by 
India Section of Ninety-Nines and 
Indian Women Pilots' Association



by International President Hazel Jones

O ne of the most important things that continually faces your 
Board of D irectors is m em bership. In years past, we have had drives 
to attract new mem bers. W e have given prizes to  the section that 
attracted the most new m em bers, retained the m ost current 
mem bers or reactivated the m ost old m em bers. (I use the term  “old” 
as having to do with length of service and not age.) This worked well, 
and we succeeded in getting our nam e before general aviation 
groups.

T he exact number of licensed women pilots today is not known. 
The numbers vary from 40,000 to 60,000. O ur m em bership varies 
from 6,200 to 6,500. It m atters not w hether the figure is 40,000 or 
60,000; we do not represent even half the women pilots. It is, 
therefore, incumbent upon us to attract new m em bers while striving 
to keep the ones we have. If we are not attractive to all women pilots, 
we need to find out why and try to rectify the problem. T he last thing 
we need is problems within our group as to  who is eligible to stay and 
who is “not acceptable” for chapter membership.

W e have enough different program s to  encourage almost any 
woman pilot to select us as her professional organization. O ur 
Public Relations Chairm an is doing an excellent job  on a very 
modest budget to get the word out, and m ost of us are doing our 
best to keep our m em bers. T h ere  are a few chapters, however, that 
are determined to rem ove m em bers from their chapters for not 
“contributing” or for not attending m eetings or for not paying their 
chapter dues. This is, of course, contrary to our International 
Bylaws. T h ese  chapters appear to  be using chapter dues and 
attendance as criteria for membership.

There is nothing in the International Bylaws requiring chapter 
dues. As a m atter of fact, there are som e chapters that do not even 
have dues.

If a chapter member does not pay chapter dues, she is being 
asked to transfer her m em bership out of the chapter and into the 
section. If this sam e chapter m em ber does not pay chapter dues, 
she is being denied the chapter new sletter and, therefore, is denied 
written notice of business meetings. This is contrary to our 
incorporation laws which provide that all m em bers must receive 
written notice of business m eetings. Further, the International 
Board and the Bylaws govern the status of m em bership, and there is 
nothing in the Bylaws that says a m em ber must attend meetings or 
pay dues to her chapter. T o  becom e a m em ber of the Ninety-Nines, 
a woman must comply with Article IV, S ectio n  2, and that is it. Y ears 
ago, the Bylaws had various levels of m em bership having to do with 
“active,” “supportive,” etc. T he m em bership changed the Bylaws so 
there is only one classification of m em bership — and that is active.

Another reason for asking m em bers to change from chapter to 
section membership has to do with various awards that are given for 
achievem ent. Som etim es it is felt that “ab sen tee” m em bers cause 
the chapter to miss winning som e kind of award. Again, this is not a 
criteria for asking a m em ber to rem ove herself from the chapter and 
becom e a section member.

If your chapter has a new sletter and you cannot afford to  send it 
to the m em bers who do not pay chapter dues, possibly you could 
have your newsletter underwritten by som e form of advertising. It 
you have a bulk rate perm it, you may jeopardize your bulk rate by 
removing non-dues payers from the mailing list. (In the U S, you 
must mail 200 like things to  retain the bulk perm it.) Y ou might want 
to weigh the con sequ ences carefully. If you do not ch o o se  to send 
your newsletter to non-dues payers, how about a phone call or a 
postcard when you are going to have a business meeting? How 
about assigning a paying m em ber to each non-dues paying with the

job  of making con tact?  W e discuss the “buddy system ” for our 
new est m em bers; m aybe we also need a “buddy system ” for som e 
of our older m em bers.

I recently attended the National A erospace Education Congress 
in Las V egas, and I met teach ers  from all over the United States. 
T here  were almost 1,100 at the banquet. Many did not know who we 
are. Many did not know what a great potential resource this 
organization can be for teach ers. All were dazzled by our organiza
tion. I will be discussing this C on gress in greater depth next month, 
but the reason for mentioning it now is that they thought we were 
wonderful. W e are  wonderful. W e have wonderful mem bers, 
ranging from the new est m em ber who just got her license to that 
m em ber in your chapter who cannot be as active now as before 
becau se of poor health, personal reasons or a conflict that 
precludes her attending meetings.

W e are all 99s. W e are all unique, and we are all wonderful. W e are 
contributing in various ways, and who is to say which way is best? 
My chapter will not let me air m ark becau se I can’t stay in the lines. I 
have missed the last three m eetings. I do not think they have 
drummed me out yet, and I hope they do not. I have no individual 
chapter in mind, so  please do not heap coals on my head for bringing 
this to  your attention. I feel all of us need to think about ways to 
enhance our group and attract all the women who share the joys of 
flying. Fly safely!

NOTAM
Please send all material for The 99 NEWS to the Headquarters 

address, P.O. Box 59965. Will Rogers World Airport. Oklahoma City 
OK 73159. If you need to use a street address, it is 4520 Amelia 
Earhart Lane, Oklahoma City OK 73159 

When material for publication is sent to the editor's home address, 
it is often delayed, especially since the editor's address is incorrect 
in the current membership directory

JINSiyRANCE
FaT R P O R T  w Ay , B O IS E , ID 83705



by Ramona O. Young
International Safety Education Chairman

With the heat of the sum m er m onths 
upon us, we need to  be aware of density 
altitude.

W hat is density altitude? It is pressure 
altitude corrected  for non standard tem 
p eratu re  v ariations. It is an im portant 
altitude, as it is directly related to  the 
aircraft’s takeoff and climb perform ance. 
Pressure, tem perature and humidity of the 
atm osphere determine its density. O n a hot 
day, the air becom es “thinner” or lighter, 
and its density w here you are is equivalent 
to a higher altitude in the standard a t
m osphere — thus, the term  “high-density 
altitude.” On a cold day, the air becom es 
heavier, and its density is the sam e as that at

an altitude in the standard atm osphere 
lower than your altitude — “low-density 
altitude.” High-density altitude is the real 
h a z a rd , s in ce  it re d u c e s  a irc ra ft  p e r 
form ance.

High-density altitude affects perform ance 
in three ways. It reduces power becau se the 
engine takes in less air. It red uces thrust 
becau se a prop cannot get a good grip on 
the light air, or a jet has less m ass of gases to 
spit out the exhaust. It reduces lift becau se 
the light air exerts  less force on the airfoils. 
T o  fully understand density altitude, you 
should also con sid er indicated altitude, 
pressure altitude, true altitude and absolute 
altitude.

Indicated altitude is the altitude the pilot 
reads directly from the altimeter.

P re ssu re  altitu de is your a ltitu de in 
relation to  a standard datum plane which is 
sea level. Y ou obtain it by setting the 
window in your altim eter to  29.92 and 
reading your altim eter. P ressure altitude is 
used  to  com p u te so lu tio n s for density 
altitude, true altitude and true airspeed.

T ru e altitude is the true height of the 
a ircra ft  ab o v e  se a  level — th e  ac tu a l 
altitude. True altitude might be expressed  
like this: “5,200 feet M SL (m ean sea  level).”

A irport, terrain  and o b sta c le  elevations 
found on charts and maps are true altitudes.

A bsolute altitude is the actual height 
above the earth’s surface. Any FAA Flight 
S e rv ic e  S ta tio n  o r N atio n al W e a th e r  
S erv ice  facility can give you the pressure 
altitude or density altitude for his airport on 
any day. If you want to com pute density 
altitude, all you need is the pressure altitude 
and outside air tem perature. Simply adjust 
your altimeter to the standard setting of 
2 9 .9 2 ; the altitude then  show n on the 
altim eter is pressure altitude. You then read 
the outside air tem perature and use your 
flight com puter to  get your density altitude. 
If you do not have a com puter, then most 
a ircra ft flight m anuals have a density 
altitu de ch a rt you ca n  use . A sam ple 
Density Altitude Com putation G raph is 
included with this article.

M ost aircraft flight manuals show the 
aircraft perform ance figured for density 
altitude. In simple term s, it is the altitude at 
which the aircraft “feels” like it is. Knowing 
the density altitude, you can determine 
takeoff roll, climb perform ance and landing 
distance for your aircraft under existing 
conditions.

An exam p le of th e e ffect of density 
altitude on aircraft perform ance is:
WlNTER — Takeoff at -10°F at 250 feet altitude, plane is 
3,500 feet from starting point Rate of climb is a 
comfortable 500 feet per minute 
SUMMER — Takeoff at 100°F at 250 feet altitude, plane 
is 9.465 feet from starting point. Rate of climb is an 
uncomfortable 190 feet per minute

How can you simulate this condition 
without going to D enver on a hot day? First 
of all, get with your instructor and study 
about your aircraft perform ance and the 
effect of density altitude on it. You can 
simulate a high-density altitude takeoff by 
taking off downwind, or with the application 
of partial power on takeoff. (N ote: M ake 
sure you have plenty of runway to  simulate 
this safely.) The high-density altitude land
ing can be simulated in the sam e manner — 
by a downwind landing with som e power still 
on. Again, please accom plish this when 
plenty of runway is available.

D on’t forget the runway conditions when 
planning your takeoff perform ance. M ost of 
the ch arts  are based on a hard-surface, 
level, dry runway. Uphill and downhill 
g rad ien ts  can  a ffe ct your ta k eo ff p er
form ance appreciably.

G ro ss weight is another factor that affects 
takeoff and climb perform ance. T he takeoff 
p erform ance inform ation found in most 
single engine aircraft handbooks is generally 
based on maximum gross weight. Lesser 
w eights may produce im proved aircraft 
p e rfo rm an ce , and with over m axim um  
gross, you becom e a test pilot — don’t do it.

After you have studied density altitude, 
w o rk ed  p ro b lem s on  you r co m p u ter , 
com p u ted  your a irc ra ft ’s p erfo rm an ce 
under various conditions and practiced 
simulated high-density altitude takeoffs and 
landings, you will have a better idea of the 
hows and whys of density altitude; this will 
m ake you a better, safer pilot.

DENSITY ALTITUDE COMPUTATION GRAPH

TEMPERATURE °F
To find  density altitude, e ithe r at fie ld  elevation o r while in flight, enter the graph w ith pressure a ltitude at left and tem perature at 
base o f graph Read density a ltitude from  the sloping lines where the temperature and pressure a ltitude lines cross Pressure 
a ltitude fo r an a irport is usua lly available at any b rie fing o ffice  If pressure a ltitude is desired while in flig h t o r on the ground when 
not otherw ise available, itjm ay be found from  a pressure a ltim eter To determ ine pressure a ltitude from  the altimeter, place the 
altim eter setting ind icato r at a standard sea level pressure (29.92 inches) and read the indicated altitude, which w ill also be 
pressure altitude (C orrections fo r instrum ental error, if any. must be made )

EXAMPLE 1 W ith a ltim eter setting indicator at 29.92 inches, the a ltim eter reads 9,500 feet O utside air temperature is -8°C. 
Find 9.500 feet (pressure a ltitude) on the scale at the left side o f the graph and fo llow  it across the graph to where it crosses the 
-8 “ C line Density a ltitude is 9,000 feet (m arked "1 " on the graph)

EXAMPLE 2 Density a ltitude  is desired fo r takeoff from  an a irfie ld  at 5.300 feet w ith a runway tem perature of 97 F (runway 
tem perature is preferable to  shelter tem perature if available) The weather station furnishes a pressure a ltitude  of 4.950 feet 
Entering graph at 4.950 feet and moving across to  9 7 J F indicate  a density a ltitude  o f approxim ately 8.200 feet (m arked "2 " on 
graph). Note that in the warm air. a lthough pressure a ltitude is lower than true altitude, density a ltitude is considerably greater
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Ask Beechcraft.
When you start to think about buying a 
piston-powered airplane, your biggest need is 
information. Which airplane will suit me best? 
W hat alternatives do I have for acquiring it? 
W hat are the accounting considerations? W hat 
are the specifications of the newest Beechcraft 
Bonanzas and Barons?

the efficiency of

quality to airplanes for private, business and 
government owners, we’ve accumulated some 
useful answers to many of your questions.

If we can help you build your file on aircraft 
ownership, please call. We’d like to help. Dial 
toll free 1 -8 0 0 -8 3 5 -7 7 6 7  Ext. 000, or write 
Beech Aircraft Corporation, P.O. Box 85,
Dept. 0000, Wichita, Kansas 67201, U.S.A.

© e e c h c r a f t
A Raytheon Company

Gifts to International Headquarters

AE BIRTHPLACE
Chaparrel Chapter

AE MEMORABILIA
Miriam Davis, Florida Goldcoast Chapter 

Juanda Bigelow, Alameda County Chapter 
(Carl Bigelow AE photos, circa 1937)

ARCHIVES
Miriam Davis, Florida Goldcoast Chapter 

Diane Nichols, San Fernando Valley Chapter 
Marjorie Hook Fauth, Bay Cities Chapter 

Gene Nora Jessen. Idaho Chapter

BUILDING EXPANSION FUND
Bonnie Tiburzi-Caputo, Greater New York Chapter

Pearl Laska Chamberlain, Alaska Chapter
Janet Green, Past International President, 

Mississippi Chapter
Elizabeth Grieve, Wyoming Chapter

Mary Ann W Hamilton, Kansas City Chapter
Betty McNabb, Past International President, 

Florida Panhandle Chapter
Sylvia A. Nelson, Charter Member (Memorial)

M. June Simpson, Hudson Valley Chapter

Carolinas Chapter 
Clear Lake Chapter 

Foothills Chapter 
Mid-Columbia Chapter 

Nebraska Chapter

Jane Tisdale, Carolinas Chapter 
Ruth S, Fleisher, Florida Goldcoast Chapter 
Mildred Beamish, Saskatchewan Chapter 

Mary Kirk, Mt. Tahoma Chapter 
Gene Nora Jessen, Idaho Chapter 

(Memorial for Catherine Hiller)
Betty Ann Piter, Garden State Chapter 

Ida Van Smith, Long Island Chapter 
Ruth N. Rueckert, Bay Cities Chapter

San Antonio Chapter 
Tulsa Chapter 

Oklahoma Chapter 
Central New York Chapter 

Mt. Tahoma Chapter
Coachella Valley Chapter 

LIBRARY
Mary Lou Colbert Neale, San Fernando Valley Chapter

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 
PROBLEMS?

Nationally-known attorney/pro pilot spe
cializes in NTSB medical certificate 
cases and FAA enforcement proceed
ings, any state. Reasonable rates Call 
MARGARET LAMB, aviation lawyer, N.M., 
(505) 983-4566.

STUDENT PILOT?
"Pass Your Flight Check." manual by FAA 
examiner, specifically for oral/checkride. 
Illustrated with pre-exam checklists, 
paperwork samples, practice quiz, etc. 
$6.50 plus $1 handling. Ideal chapter gift 
to 66s! Six copies, postage paid, $25. 
MANIFOLD PRESS, P.O. Box 1744, Ross 
CA 94957.

INTIMATE AIR RACE MEMORIES of
Maxine "Mike" Howard, Mary and Jimmy 
Haizlip, Gordon Israel, Jimmy Doolittle, 
Roscoe Turner, Harold Neumann, Steve 
Wittman, Cook Cleland, many, many 
others (several now deceased) in new 
300-page, photo-packed, hardbound 
book. A SEASON OF EAGLES  by 
Robert Hull, author of SEPTEMBER 
CHAMPIONS. Six years in preparation. 
Limited first printing. Send $20 per copy 
plus $1 shipping and $1.30 sales tax to 
Robert C. Hull, 606 Crestview D r, Bay 
Village OH 44140.



Weather Radar Seminar Scheduled
AE Memorial 

Scholarship Board 
Meets

by Jean Pearson

A four-day spring meeting of all six Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Scholarship  Fund trus
te e s  and the fund’s historian w as held 
M arch 14-17 at International H eadquarters 
in Oklahom a City.

T he difficult task  of screening 30 excellent 
applications to select finalists for forwarding 
to  the final, outside judges received priority. 
T he trustees wished all could be winners 
and, as usual, regretted that requ ests for 
financial help far exceeded  chapter and 
section contributions to the AE trust fund.

F inan cial and ad m inistrative m atters  
absorbed a good share of the time. Through 
the dedicated overtim e help of International 
Vice-President Barbara S estito , Executive 
D irector Loretta Gragg and her assistant, 
Pamela M ackey, all of the A EM SF accoun t
ing records are now on the H eadquarters 
com puter.

As a result, all ch a p ter, sec tio n  and 
individual contributions made out to the 
A E M S F  may now  be sen t d irectly  to  
H eadquarters, which will acknowledge the 
donations and notify the tru stees of their 
receipt. T o  qualify for tax-free privileges, all 
donations must be made out to “Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Scholarship Fund” or 
“A EM SF."

After much discussion, the 1986 applica
tion form s and fact sheets w ere reworked. 
The new forms should be easier to  com plete 
and provide more helpful information to the 
applicants and chapter chairmen. A new, 
1986 AE R esearch  Sch olar G rant list of 
guidelines is also available.

NOTAM
"On a Wing and a Prayer" is now 

available in video cassette Kodak T-120 
form. Rental fee is $15. Contact Charlene 
Falkenberg, 618 S. W ashington St., 
Hobart IN 46342, (219) 942-8887,

NOTAM
Please send all material for The 99 

NEWS to the Headquarters address, P.O. 
Box 59965, Will Rogers World Airport, 
Oklahoma City OK 73159 If you need to 
use a street address, it is 4520 Amelia 
Earhart Lane, Oklahoma City OK 73159 

When material for publication is sent to 
the editor's home address, it is often 
delayed, especially since the editor's 
address is incorrect in the current 
membership directory.

T he publication, Business and C om m ercia l A via tion , is sponsoring a number of weather 
radar sem inars presented by A rchie Trammell.

Tram m ell’s sem inar focu ses on radar system  operation; interpretation of the display; 
recognizing extrem e hazards; and radar facts and myths.

For this thunderstorm  season, he has developed an all-new, updated sem inar with all-new 
visuals, new photographs (which he shot while actually penetrating convective weather 
system s) and the m ost recent research  results from the National Severe  Storm s 
Laboratory, N ASA ’s lightning strike project, N T S B  w eather accident reports and his own 
in-flight investigations of thunderstorm  phenomena.

D ates and locations include:

May 23 Shreveport. Louisiana July 15 Teterboro, New Jersey
27 Wichita, Kansas 16 Wilmington, Delaware
28 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 17 Washington, D C.
29 Dallas, Texas 18 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
30 San Antonio, Texas 19 Columbus, Ohio
31 Houston. Texas

August 5 Detroit, Michigan
June 17 Miwaukee, Wisconsin 6 Indianapolis, Indiana

18 Chicago. Illinois 7 Nashville. Tennessee
19 St. Louis, Missouri 8 Atlanta, Georgia
20 Kansas City, Missouri 9 Birmingham, Alabama
21 Omaha. Nebraska

A New Membership Benefit!
As an association member, you can now apply for HILTONPLAN, 

the guaranteed room rate program from Hilton

To apply and receive a HILTONPLAN folder of guaranteed rates for all Hiltons across the country.

complete the application below and mail it to:

HILTON HOTELS CORPORATION, NATIONAL MARKETING DIVISION,

9800 WILSHIRE BLVD.. BEVERLY HILLS CA 90210, ATTN : DIRECTOR OF COMMERCIAL SALES

HILTONPLAN
Company Name ___________________ THE NINETY-NINES,_INC____________________

Your Name:_______________________________ T itle :______________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State:_________________________  Zip:___________

Telephone Number(s): ( _______)  ( _) _______________

Approximate number of reservations booked annually at Hilton: ______________________

Approximate number of travelers:   Number of HILTONPLAN rate folders needed:____

Signature:____________________________________________________  Date:_________

H ere’s an important new Ninety-Nine m em bership benefit you’ll want to take advantage 
of. It’s called H ILTO N PLAN , and it will guarantee  your room  rates through the end of the 
year at Hilton hotels nationwide. H ILTONPLAN guarantees your rate at any Hilton 
anywhere in the country. Y o u ’ll never need to pay more!

It’s easy to apply for HILTONPLAN . Ju st fill out the sign-up form above. Y ou’ll receive a 
handy folder from Hilton listing the specific guaranteed room  rates at all of their hotels 
acro ss the country. Y o u ’ll also receive simple instructions for making your future 
reservations.

HILTONPLAN  can be used by all 99s at any time. I recom m end you apply today.
W e hope to be able to offer other important m em ber services to you in the future.

by Marie Christensen 
International D irector o f Public Relations



CARIBBEAN SECTION
Frances Burrows — AMEL 
Mary Higgs — AMEL

New Ratings

MIDDLE EAST SECTION
Marcy Deckelbaum Potomac — Flight Engineer 727

NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY SECTION 
Wendy Sussman. Greater New York — IFR 
Debbie Bonnard. Long Island — CFII

NORTH CENTRAL SECTION 
Jean Ebert Aux Plaines — COMM, IFR 
Ruth Slaats, Wisconsin — IFR

NORTHWEST SECTION
Beverly Bixel, Columbia Cascade — AGI

SOUTH CENTRAL SECTION
Kim Williams, Abilene Area — COMM, IFR, AMEL, CFI
Carol Ann Lanning, Kansas — AMEL
Tiana Pickle, Tulsa — COMM, AMEL
Carol Thompson, Tulsa —IFR

SOUTHEAST SECTION
A. Lee Orr, Blue Ridge — CFI
Aleta Vinas, Embry-Riddle — COMM, IFR
Connie Farrell, Florida Suncoast — IFR

SOUTHWEST SECTION 
Dana Dumont, Monterey Bay — IFR 
Diana Peterson, Monterey Bay — COMM 
Karen Fidrych, Santa Clara Valley — ATP

^  Reaching
While all of the community services 99s 

perform help keep us in the public eye, the 
particular target of the m em bership chair
man must be toward wom en pilots. W e 
know where to find them — at the airport.

Sum m er is here — the time for air show s, 
fly-ins and airport open houses — is at hand. 
This is the ideal environment for registering 
new m em bers. C onstruct a simple display 
booth or set up a table, two or three  chairs

the Public
and a colorful poster to a ttract the attention 
of women pilots. A terrific poster can be 
m anufactured from bright blue posterboard 
with titles, photos and articles clipped from 
The 99 NEW S. Invite p rosp ects to sit and 
rest while they study their application. Every 
99 in the chapter can participate in recruit
ing new m em bers at one of these stations by 
taking turns manning the booth. Have a 
sign-up sheet, plenty of m em bership appli-

__________________________by Stacy Hamm

cations and a current directory on hand to 
give you r new m em ber the nam e and 
address of a 99 near her for ride-sharing to 
m eetings and activities. Rem em ber when 
planning your sites to include ballooning 
events and gliderports.

New m em bers bring fresh ideas, enthusi
asm  and talent into the chapter. A healthy 
vine must always sprout new growth. For 
the highest returns — invest in the Ninety- 
Nines!

I li

Beware
of

look-alike
p a rts

W hen it com es to m aintenance or 
overhaul, don't settle for less than 
genuine Avco Lycoming engine parts.

You can be certain that these parts 
w ere designed, engineered, tested, 
certified, and subjected to rigorous 
quality control in the Avco Lycoming 
W illiamsport factory.

That's why genuine Avco Lycoming 
parts...
-  assure you the maximum in 

perform ance and reliability;
-  carry a no-nonsense warranty;
-  are upgraded along with our engines 

for increased TBOs;
-  are backed by Avco Lycoming, with over 

50 years experience in engine design 
and quality control.
Som e people think all look-alike parts are 

the same. In fact, they are not. Insist on 
genuine Avco Lycoming parts, for best 
protection of your engine investment.

^?AVCO LYCOMING WILLIAMSPORT DIVISION 
652 Oliver Street. Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701 

^AVCO LYCOMING ENGINE GROUP 
D o n 't assume a cheaper part is the b etter buy.



Houston Chapter Displays “Women in Aviation”
. by Carol Phillips .

Hurray, we did it! Y ou can, too. All you 
need is a dream, a lot of dtermination, 
extensive research  and talented people to 
put it all together. (Also, a  little money 
com es in handy when it’s time to  pay the 
bills.) Here is how we did it.

First of all, we had to find a suitable 
location. W e arranged for our display to  be 
put in the lobby of the new passenger 
terminal at W est H ouston Airport. This 
term inal serves Air W est, a com m u ter 
airline flying from H ouston to Dallas.

H aving one of the  biggest o b sta c le s  
behind us, we started  looking for a display 
case  that met our needs. W e ended up 
having ours built rather than buy one that 
was already made in order to  accom m odate 
the location in the terminal for the case  and 
to m atch the blonde birch wood of the 
terminal’s decor. W e chose an all glass, free
standing cabinet, m easure seven feet tall by 
three feet square, with 18 inches at the 
bottom  being used for a storage cabinet with 
a lock so we could store  all our scrap book s, 
trophies and old records. (T he cost of the 
cab in et ran approxim ately  $70 0 .) A fter

purchasing the cabinet, we discussed what 
we would like to  feature in the ca se , and 
d ecid ed  we would fea tu re  “ W om en in 
Aviation” with special em phasis on T exas 
women.

T hen an extensive search  for photos, 
le tte r s  and o th e r  m em o rab ilia  b egan . 
L etters  w ere sent to  N ASA requesting in
fo rm atio n  and p ictu res  on Sally  R ide, 
K a th ry n  S u lliv a n  and  R h e a  S e d d o n , 
A m erica’s first female astronauts. They sent 
us som e extraordinary photos, profiles and 
dates which we w ere able to include.

S in ce  we were trying to  feature as many 
T e x a s  women as possible, we w rote to the 
administrative manager at Stinson Field in 
San  Antonio, asking for help in procuring 
information and pictures on Katherine and 
M arjorie Stinson. They w ere m ost helpful.

I might add at this point that, in som e 
cases, the material we received was loaned 
only long enough for us to get reproduced 
and return as soon as possible. O ther 
articles w ere on loan for a designated period 
of time, and letters of agreem ent w ere sent 
to those loaning the memorabilia.

The Ninety-Nines display booth enjoys a prominent location in the lobby area of West Houston Airport.

M ost of the com m ercial airlines were 
con tacted  for information on their female 
pilots. Even though m ost of the original or 
first female pilots are on furlough, People’s 
E xpress sent profiles and pictures of their 
first two women pilots to  fly their 747s, who, 
by the way, are still gracing the skies. Air 
United Kingdom, a London-based airline, 
was contacted  requesting pictures and an 
article of their first all-female crew , from 
captain right down to the stew ardess.

NOTAM
"For their outstanding support, dedication 
and untiring efforts in Aerospace Educa
tion development," The Ninety-Nines. Inc. 
was presented a Certificate of Apprecia
tion March 25 from the Center for 
Aerospace Education, Pacific Region 
USAF/CAP/PLR.

W e w ere very fortunate to  locate Marjorie 
Sanford Thom pson, a W A SP living in the 
H ouston area, and decided to take her to 
lunch so that we could learn of som e of her 
exp eriences first-hand. S h e  kept us enter
tained long into the afternoon. So , naturally, 
we’re very pleased to feature M arjorie and 
her memorabilia, along with other informa
tion we discovered about the W A SPs from 
Ziggy Hunter, who lives in the Dallas area.

L etters went out to alm ost every Inter

national com m ittee of the Ninety-Nines for 
brochures and other information that might 
possibly be of use, such as A erospace, Air 
Marking, Forest of Friendship, the newly 
acquired Amelia Earhart house and U SP FT . 
T hanks to  our H eadquarters, we were able 
to borrow their colored picture of the build
ing that appeared in the Ju n e  1984 issue of 
The 99 NEW S. W e also purchased one of 
our 99 pins and our South  C entral Section 
p a tc h , w hich  w e d isp la y e d  on  sm all 
cushions.

S in ce  we were doing all the work, we 
decided to  also show ourselves off a little. 
W e had a Chairm an’s Plaque made that lists 
all of the Houston chairm en from the start of 
the charter in 1959. S in ce  we had our 
chapter T-shirts designed last year, we 
managed to gather all but five m em bers for a 
chapter photograph. Boy, we sure look nice 
in our lavender shirts, proudly displaying the 
ch a p te r b an n er we hang at all of our 
functions.

As the information started  rolling in, and 
word of our project spread, we got sug
g estio n s or ideas on o th e r  so u rce s  of 
information. W e w rote Sm ithsonian  maga
zine for an article on Harriet Quimby and, 
within a couple of w eeks, received a very 
in terestin g  p iece  w ith lo ts  and lo ts  of 
p ic tu re s  w e’ll b e  a b le  to  u se . O th e r 
m agazines were con tacted  for stories that 
feature women in aviation. O ne of our 
m em bers had gone to a library and re
searched  all the m agazines along this line. 
A nother mem ber even went antiquing and 
cam e up with a ring worn by a woman who



BAHAMAS

$15,000
PRIZE M ONEY

S E N D  FO R  Y O U R  E N T R Y  KIT N O W . 
D O N ’T M ISS A F U N  TIM E

Entry Kits available for $ 7 .0 0

Grand Prix Air Race, Ltd.
1918 W est Banbury Road 

Palatine, Illinois 6 0 0 6 7  
(3 1 2 )  3 5 8 -5 1 0 0

August 4, 1985 
August 7, 1985

P L U S .............

— Leave the Chicago area for the Bahamas
— Scheduled group crossing from Miami to

Grand Bahama Island, Freeport
— Activities, Tour o f the Islands, etc., etc.

S P O N S O R E D  BY B A H A M A S  M IN IS T R Y  O F  T O U R IS M  A N D  G R A N D  B A H A M A  P R O M O T IO N  BO A RD

flew for the British Air T ransport Auxiliary 
and an Amelia Earhart First Day Cover. 
Som e of the items were donated or loaned 
by m em bers them selves, such as dated 
navigational aids, goggles, leather caps, a 
silk scarf and an Amelia Earhart doll.

Som e of our most prized possessions 
cam e from several of our C harter M em bers. 
Josep hine W ood Wallingford loaned us her 
pilot’s license dated 1929 and an original 
(one of the first) Ninety-Nines card issued 
in 1930 , w hich w as sig n ed  by L o u ise  
Thaden. Then there’s Ila Fo x  L o etsch er, 
who lives on South Padre Island, who is also 
a C harter M ember. Sh e  is a conservationist, 
and she has a big campaign going to save the 
turtles. W e are so proud of her that we have 
now planned a chapter outing or fly-in to 
South Padre Island to  visit her. S h e  sent us 
som e darling pictures of herself and her 
turtles, plus som e of herself during the 1930s 
flying days, as well as her original pilot’s 
license.

I could go on and on about the inform a
tion we received and about the letters and 
phone calls we made.

After gathering all the m aterial, the next 
step was to design the display. Fortunately, 
we have a very talented m em ber who is by 
profession a com mercial artist. Sh e  was able 
to do all our photo copying, typesetting and 
mounting for us. (This is w here you can 
spend a lot of money!)

S in ce our display cabinet is free-standing, 
it was decided to arrange the exhibit “in the 
ro u n d ,” s ta rtin g  w ith th e  first w om an 
balloonist, Mme. Thible. As you walk and

read in a circular motion around the display 
from shelf to  shelf, the history of women in 
aviation ta k e s  p lace  in seq u e n ce  as  it 
happened. W e ended the exhibit with our 
chapter portrait.

As our project neared com pletion, we 
recalled Murphy’s Law and realized there 
was a potential liability con nected  with our 
large glass cabinet located in a public place. 
W e felt that we should p rotect the airport 
ow ner, our own chapter and International 
H eadquarters, as well. After researching 
different avenues, it was decided that the 
airport m anager would have their insurance 
com pany give us a certificate of insurance to 
cover our needs. (O therw ise, we would 
have a yearly premium to maintain.)

Thank you notes w ere sent to everyone 
contributing material, along with the letters 
of agreem ent. T h e corresp ondence is a big 
job , and a must in order to do it right.

Naturally, we couldn’t just put everything 
in place and call it a night, so  a com m ittee 
was appointed to plan a dedication party. 
Invitations w ere mailed to everyone co n 
tributing memorabilia, along with invitations 
to the FAA, other local Ninety-Nine chap
ters, International President Hazel Jo n e s  
and S o u th  C e n tra l S e c t io n  G o v e rn o r 
C arole S u e  W heeler. A dedication plaque 
w as engraved  and put in p lace  at the 
cerem ony, reading:

Dedicated M arch 10, 1985 
T o  Preserve, Enlighten &  Encourage 

T hose That Follow Us: 
“W OM EN  IN AVIATION ” 

H ouston C hapter Ninety-Nines, Inc.

Approxim ately 50 people attended the 
wine and c h e e se  d ed ication . W e even 
managed to tie a huge lavender ribbon 
around the cabinet. During the cerem onies, 
the chapter chairm an cut the ribbon in half, 
and scream s of joy w ere heard for miles. 
A long with C arole  Su e  W heeler, Inter 
national Historian Judy Logue attended the 
cerem ony. S h e  videotaped the whole affair 
for the archives at H eadquarters. W oody 
Lesikar, the airport owner, was also present 
and seem ed to be as proud as we were.

Material and information are still coming 
in, and research  is still being done in order to 
be able to ro tate  the material every six 
m on ths. W e are hoping to  be ab le to 
exchange information with other chapters 
who already have or who want to establish 
displays on a loan basis. M em bers are going 
to continue to keep their eyes open for any 
and all information we might use in the 
future.

W e would like to encourage m ore chap
ters to undertake this worthwhile project. It 
does take time, money and effort! However, 
after all is said and done, you will feel the 
biggest sense of accom plishm ent, pride and 
joy one could ever imagine or experience.

NOTAM
For job opportunities in FAA Flight 

Standards (register will open in May), go 
to the nearest General Aviation District 
Office (GADO) or Flight Standards District 
Office (FSDO) and apply



h h u te fb r fl/ttlte k ..... .  on the road forth
International Historian Judy Logue and I 

left Wyoming winter and flew into the 92- 
degree heat and humidity of H ouston. The 
purpose of the trip was to  interview on 
videotape four C harter M em bers currently 
living in T exas, as well as to docum ent 
Ninety-Nine history. Though it took only 
four hours to get to T exas, it took two hours 
to get out of the airport with Ju d y’s 200 
pounds of video equipment and luggage.

A nother hour and we w ere at the W est 
H ouston Airport as Judy videotaped a large 
group of 99s from several T e x a s  chapters 
while they com pleted painting a beautiful 
com p ass rose in front of the new terminal. 
All of the women sat on the ramp as the

scheduled airline, a D ash-7, landed and 
taxied to  the terminal. They posed for 
p ictu re s  s tan d in g  in th e  c irc le  o f th e  
com pass rose.

After a transition from T-shirts and paint- 
stained jeans to  high-heels and d resses, 
these sam e women were present for a 
special dedication. A display ca se  of historic 
photographs and memorabilia of women in 
aviation graces the main entrance to  the 
term inal. An interview  with Jo se p h in e  
W ood  W allingford, a C h a rte r  9 9 , was 
conducted following the dedication. Sh e  
rem inisced about riding in a fleet of Cords 
with Amelia Earhart before the 1929 Air 
R ace. A circle of 99s in T exa s  was com plete

as they celebrated both the historical and 
the contem porary activities of women in 
aviation.

O ne of the professional women of current 
aviation, Pauline G lasson, was videotaped 
as she taught an evening ground school. Her 
teaching skill, her sen se of humor, her 
knowledge, her rapport with the students 
was obvious. “W hat are the two most 
im portant instrum ents in the plane?” Not 
the electronics... a com pass and a watch. I 
suspect her students will learn to use their 
brains and the “seat of their pants” as well as 
the electronics.

Another circle of 99s was made com plete 
on S o u th  P adre Island as we w atched

The "Turtle Lady," lla Fox 
Loetscher. works with one of 
her charges

Charter Member Edwina 
McConnell Thro discusses her 
early aviation experiences for 
Judy Logue's video camera

Adding to the Ninety-Nines' videotape library. Judy 
Logue records the recent West Houston Airport com
pass rose air marking activity

C harter M em ber lla Fo x  L oetsch er, as
sisted by current 99  Saundra Lapsley, show 
Ha’s turtles. Saundra is a form er editor of 
The 99 NEW S  and only recently moved to 
the T e x a s  Gulf. S h e  called lla to make 
con tact with the Ninety-Nines, and lla cam e 
to  pick her up. Thus began an association 
which started with flying as a com mon 
ground and now includes, perhaps even 
m ore importantly, an association to save 
endangered sea turtles. Saundra works as 
one of Ila’s 45 volunteers in S e a  Turtle, Inc. 
to  do public shows calling attention to the 
plight of the animals. lla herself is known as 
the “T urtle Lady” and has recently been



Ninety-Nines

Hazel Jones and Judy Logue lest a microphone

awarded one of the 10 awards for conserva
tion by Gulf Oil Com pany. For almost 20 
years, she has been instrum ental in scien 
tific breeding op erations to  reestab lish  
several species of sea turtles.

This is a long way from D avenport, Iowa, 
where Ila was the first woman in the sta te  to 
receive her pilot’s license. Ila recalled the 
first day she wore her new leather boots. 
The flying field was muddy, but she refused 
the men’s offer of a chair ride to her plane. “I 
did spend all night cleaning my b o o ts , 
though,” she said.

T h e  “ F ly in g  S c h o o lm a r m ,” R e th a  
M cCulloh Crittenden, was interviewed in 
her quiet living room, surrounded by art 
works of her son and daughter-in-law. O ne 
painting of R eth a  show ed her in flying 
clothes and leather boots. S h e  said she got 
paid in flying time for “dressing up” and 
being on the airfield in 1929, advertising for 
flying. As a young school teacher, Retha had 
her first flight in a Ford Tri-M otor and 
learned to fly in a W aco. S h e  was the first 
woman to becom e a licensed pilot in T exas, 
and she is a C h arter M em ber of the Ninety- 
Nines. Retha was asked if she ever did 
anything else “non-traditional” other than 
flying. S h e  answered no. However, she was 
a widow who supported her son for 20 
years, and she is a college graduate. Her 
son, Bill Jo h nson , com pletes a circle of 
aviation in Retha’s family. He is a well known 
aviation photographer.

W e stopped at A ero Valley Airport to say 
hello to Edna Gardner W hyte. Jud y had 
interviewed her previously. Flow ers d eco r
ated her table. Edna had just been honored 
by the Ft. W orth Zonta Club as Professional 
W oman of the Y ear, and M arch 13 had been 
declared Edna Gardner W hyte Day by the 
mayor. W e agreed she needed m ore wall 
space to display her awards. Though we 
were w elcom e, Edna was too busy to  chat

for long... student S u e  Snow  show ed up for 
her flying lesson. A nother circle connecting 
the early days of women in aviation with the 
contem porary was drawn.

Flying was expensive in 1929, but C harter 
M em ber Edwyna M cConnell T hro , who 
described herself as a frugal person, never
theless paid $1,000 for lessons and flying 
time for her limited com m ercial license. It 
was m ore than 10 years from the day her 
grandm other refused to let her take a ride 
until Edwyna actually did take her first plane 
rid e. P ro b lem s w ith d ep th  p erce p tio n  
limited her flying activity, which she pursued 
for 10 years. “M ac” described one race, 
D allas-Ft. W orth-D allas, when she flew a 
Gypsy Moth. Though she finished last, she 
excitedly told about the race  and receiving a 
red leather jacket. I observed current 99s 
Carolyn B ak er and S u e  Stilley as they sat 
enthralled with the stories of flying in the 
early days... as they enjoyed the humor and 
personality of Edwyna. “Like talking to 
family,” Edwyna said. T he young and old 
united in another circle of friendship and 
com m on interest in the thrill of flying.

It was appropriate to end up at Hazel 
Jo n e s ’ house, a hom e full of redbirds and 
airplanes of every possible design. Her walls 
are  full of aw ards com m em oratin g  her 
accom plishm ents in aviation. Y our Inter
natio n al P re sid en t w as b etw een  trip s. 
Friday she got hom e from orlando; Monday 
she was leaving for W ashington. In a video
taped interview, she discussed her first flight 
and her early flying experiences. H er dream  
was to be a W A SP , but by the time she 
reached  age 18% and had the required 35 
hours of flying time, the program  folded. At 
18, Hazel said, her life was over. In spite of 
that, her career as one of the first women 
with the Civil Aeronautics Administration 
(later the FAA) was illustrious. Her flying 
career includes a helicopter rating, and she 
said she is living proof that one can do stupid 
things and still survive. Hazel received an 
Amelia Earhart Scholarship and is now 
repaying that amount for the advancem ent 
of another woman in aviation. S h e  works 
with students of all ages interested in flying. 
S h e  is continuing the circle of responsibility 
to others with the dream of flying.

by Nora Van Burgh_

V id eo tap in g  “ on the ro a d ” w as not 
finished following the interview. Equipment 
had to be dismantled and loaded into the 
c a r . A fter retu rn in g  to  th e  m otel, the 
equipm ent had to be hauled in, straightened 
out and batteries charged. The day’s shoot
ing was reviewed and tapes w ere sorted  and 
labeled. T elephone calls had to be made, 
coordinating the activities for the following 
day. T h ere  was also the drive to  the next 
appointment. T h e  scenario always included 
loading and unloading the equipment, inter
viewing, loading, unloading, sorting, load
ing, driving. My personal travel rule of 
“ never tak e  m ore than you can  carry  
you rself’ was definitely violated.

M arch is W om en’s History M onth, and 
the 1985 them e was “W rite W om en B ack  
into History.” T he Ninety-Nines are trying 
to do this. With financial contributions, such 
as that made by G erry M ickelsen, and the 
donation of time and equipment by Judy 
Logue, the collecting of oral histories has 
b een  m ad e p ossib le . In addition , with 
displays such as that at the W est Houston 
Airport, women in aviation will indeed be 
written back into history. With those who 
are currently carrying the banner, women 
will remain a significant part of aviation 
history, and the legacy of the Ninety Nines 
will be enriched.

O ur lives are a series of interconnecting 
c ircles — som e small, som e large. T he 
Ninety-Nines circles touch upon and en
close  women of trem endous talent and 
personality: Amelia, Ila, G erry, Josephine, 
Pauline, C aro le , Saund ra, Ju d y , H azel, 
Retha, Edna, Edwyna, Sue, Carolyn...

NOTAM
HELP! HELP! HELP'

Volunteers are needed for the many 
committees necessary for the "Happi
ness is Hawaii" 1986 International 
Convention. Chairmen and workers look
ing for a challenge are needed. Good 
openings! If you're interested, contact 
Chairman Lindy Boyes, 1986 Convention 
Headquarters, 2251 Roundtop Dr.. 
Honolulu HI 96822.

NOTAM
WOMEN IN AVIATION FEATURED IN PBS PROGRAMS 

May 5
"Working Women," featuring Bonnie Tiburzi, 3:30 p.m. most stations.

Month of May
NOVA, Space Women, check local listings.

SPACE FLIGHT, narrated by Sheen, check local listings



Candidates for International Board of Directors
D oris A bbate

New York-New Jersey Section

Life M em ber Doris A bbate has served in 
m ost offices and com m ittees since 1961. 
Currently, she is a U S P F T  regional co o r
dinator. S h e  serves on the International 
N o m in atin g  C o m m itte e . S h e  is v ice- 
governor and chairm an to Revise Bylaws 
and Standing Rules for the New York-New 
Je rse y  Section , as well as chairm an for the 
AE Scholarship for the Long Island C hap
ter. Sh e  also chairs the C om m ittee to Read/ 
C ondense International M inutes and the 
International Exhibit Com m ittee.

D oris is an avid con testant in proficiency 
com petitions, winning first p lace in the 
U S P F T  C o n n e c t ic u t  R alley  and Mid- 
C o u n ty  A ir R a c e  and  S p o t  L a n d in g  
C ontest.

Sh e  has attended 11 International C on
vention s, 26  sec tio n  m eetings and two 
Forest of Friendship cerem onies. Her avia
tion m em berships include Silver Wings, 
A erocats, Republic Aviation Action, AOPA 
and the National Hall of Fam e.

D oris and 49'/2er Ron are enthusiastic 
advocates of the Ninety-Nines, and she is 
dedicated to promoting further growth.

NOTAM
Members interested in women s avia

tion history are encouraged to attend the 
Oral History Workshop in Baltimore on 
Saturday morning. Participants are 
encouraged to bring along their own 
cassette recorders and names of pro
spective interviews from their sections 
This is a working-playing, hands-on 
session Sleepers will be certified DOAS

is99s
i999

99’S "SPECIAL" I  
ON TO OSHKOSH ®

99,S TOUR WITH US!

FLT OF THE EAGLES 
TO

"SKYTACULAR" 
OSHKOSH 

SEVEN FULL DAYS 
JULY EG -  AUG 1 

DEPARTS LAX & OAK 
FULL TOUR = $419 
CALL: 818-915-9684

M arie C h r isten sen
North Central Section

M arie has been a 99  since 1974, the first 
five years in O range County, California, 
So u th w est S e ctio n . S ix  years  ago, she 
m oved to  K a n sa s  C ity  and jo ined  th e 
G reater K ansas City Chapter.

T he past two years have been spent as an 
International D irecto r and International 
Public R elations C hairm an. During that 
time, she developed public relations kits and 
distributed them to each  chapter, imple
m ented the Ninety-Nines sponsorship of 
“A.M. W eather,” procured advertising on a 
national com puter service and has more 
projects “in the w orks.”

Marie has been an active 99 since joining, 
serving at both the chapter and section 
levels. S h e  is also an active pilot, owner of a 
C -182 and a part-time ground and flight 
instructor.

S h e  h a s  tru ly e n jo y ed  h er te rm  as 
D irector and would like to  continue serving 
in that capacity for “this dynamic organiza
tion.”

D iane C o z z i
North Central Section

“Being a 99 for over 10 years has meant a 
lot to me. It’s been exciting, fun and rew ard
ing. T h e  Ninety-Nines is truly a worthwhile 
organization, deserving of my involvement, 
dedication and time. I sincerely hope to 
serve on the International B oard .”

Diane is the immediate past governor of 
the N orth Central S ectio n , previously serv
ing as tre a su re r ; p ast ch a irm a n , v ice- 
chairm an and treasurer of the C hicago Area 
C hapter; and she has served on numerous 
com m ittees. S h e  has attended nearly all

International and section  meetings since 
joining. S h e  has instrum ent and ground 
instructor ratings, and is an air racer. She is 
a C A P major, Illinois Wing D irector of 
A erospace Education and a form er squad
ron com m ander.

Serving as a m arket analyst for an inter
national com pany, Diane loves traveling and 
has enjoyed meeting 99s all over the world.

A lex is  M on tague-E w anchew
Southeast Section

W hen she finally fulfilled the dream of a 
16-year-old and began to  learn to  fly in 1970, 
Alexis did not realize at the time that it 
would be so  exciting and rewarding, and 
that it would introduce her to  so many 
wonderful people.

Not one to  sit on the sidelines, she has 
b een  very a ctiv e  in all a sp e cts  of the 
organization, serving the Ninety-Nines at 
the chapter and section  levels. Sh e  has been 
chapter chairm an and treasurer, as well as 
s e c t io n  v ic e -g o v e rn o r , an d  p re se n tly  
governor. O ther related activities include 
the “fun flying” G rasshoppers; secretary , 
vice-president and president of the AWIAR 
Angel D erby; presently a m em ber of the 
Board of D irectors of AW IAR; and sec- 
retary-treasurer and charter mem ber of the 
Pom pano Flyers, a flying club that was in 
existen ce for eight years.

A 99 since D ecem ber 1976, Alexis has 
attended all nine International Conventions 
and 17 section meetings since joining, and 
she was a delegate to  m ost of them . With 
A SEL/A M EL and IFR ratings, she hopes to 
continue attending m eetings and Conven
tion s and “ serving th e N inety-N ines in 
whatever capacity needed.”

DORIS ABBATE MARIE CHRISTENSEN DIANE COZZI
PATRICIA W. ROBERTS LOUISE WHITEALEXIS MONTAGUE-EWANCHEW



P atricia  W. R ob erts
Southwest Section

P at’s background includes a wide variety 
of experiences both in and out of Ninety- 
Nine projects.

Sh e  has flown som e 2,200 hours since 
1968 when she progressed through single, 
multiengine and instrument flight training. 
After joining the Ninety-Nines in 1970, she 
becam e chairman of the Santa  C lara Valley 
Chapter in 1972. Her participation with the 
Southw est Section  began as A PT chairman, 
followed by m em bership on the section 
Nominating Com m ittee and chairm anship 
of the Forest of Friendship Com m ittee. Sh e  
was International Credentials Chairm an for 
four years.

During this lengthy period of Ninety- 
Nines activity, Pat has attended 19 section 
and seven International m eetings. S h e  said 
she has greatly enjoyed working with 99s 
worldwide.

In addition to flying many air races, her 
emphasis has been on service p ro jects. As a 
registered  nu rse, she jo ined  th e Flying 
Sam aritans to help em ergency victims.

S h e  is currently a m em ber of the Inter
national Board of D irectors, serving since 
1983, and a mem ber of the U S P F T  and 
World Precision Flight Team  Councils. Pat 
is a m em ber of the Central O regon Chapter.

L ou ise  G . W hite
Southeast Section

Louise has been a 99  since 1970, attend 
ing 14 International Conventions and 30 
section meetings.

S h e  has chaired the Southeast Sectional, 
three MAPA regionals, a local/regional 
U S P F T  and four Autumn Gold Air Rallyes. 
Currently section vice-governor, she has 
also been section membership chairman.

Louise organized the Blue Ridge C hapter 
of the N inety-N ines, th e W N C  Pilots 
A ssociation , Sugarloaf M ountain C o m 
posite Squadron of C A P and Asheville 
Chapter of WNAA.

S h e has flown six Pow der Puff D erbies, 
and she has served as  in sp ection /im 
poundment chairman for four Air R ace 
Classics.

A lieutenant colonel in the Civil Air Patrol, 
Louise is a recipient of the Gill Rob W ilson 
Award, the highest achievem ent award 
presented to a civilian by the U SA F.

NOTAM
NEW DATES AND PLACE 

NINETY-NINES INDIA CONGRESS
February 22-26,1986 

New Delhi, India 
Taj Palace Hotel

Candidates for AE Memorial 
Scholarship Committee

C h arlen e  F a lkenb erg

A m em ber of the Ninety-Nines since 
1963, C harlene holds a com m ercial c e r 
tificate with instrum ent and multiengine 
ra tin g s. An ad v an ced  and in stru m en t 
ground instructor, she has been teaching for 
20 years, and she is an FAA test exam iner 
and accident prevention counselor.

C harlene has served as a B oard M em ber, 
Secretary  and Vice-President on the Inter
national level.

Charlene feels every individual m em ber 
should be aware that she is the important 
one. S h e  would like to see  the Ninety-Nines 
“continue in growth, in help to  women in 
aviation, as a voice of general aviation, in 
a e ro sp a ce  ed u catio n  and as an activ e  
organization in flying and friendship.”

T h on  Griffith

Thon, a m em ber of the O range County 
C hapter, joined the Ninety-Nines in 1962. 
S h e  has served in all chapter offices, on the 
Pow der Puff D erby Board for six years and 
on the Ninety-Nines Board for 10 years. Sh e  
w as In tern atio n al P resid en t from  1978 
through 1980. S in ce  1982, she has served as 
chairm an of th e  AE S ch o la rsh ip  C o m 
mittee.

Thon and husband G eorge have business 
interests in C entral A m erica and m ake 
annual trips there in their airplane. Sh e  is a 
corporate pilot currently flying a P-Baron, 
and she is a past director of the National 
Pilots Association.

llo v e n e  N. P o tter

llovene, a m em ber of the G reater Seattle  
C hapter, has held all offices in the Ninety- 
Nines at both chapter and section  levels. 
S h e  served two years on the International 
B o a rd  of D ire c to rs  and tw o y e a rs  as 
Chairm an of the Nominating Com m ittee.

Sh e  has been A TP since the late ’60s. She 
was the 50th  woman in the free world and 
the first in the state of W ashington to 
receive her helicopter rating. llovene was 
captain of the first U S H elicopter T eam  to 
co m p ete  in a W orld  C ham pionship , in

NOTAM
WOMEN IN AVIATION FEATURED 

IN PBS PROGRAMS 
May 5

"Working Women," 
featuring Bonnie Tiburzi,
3:30 p.m. most stations. 

Month ot May
NOVA, Space Women, 

check local listings.
SPACE FLIGHT, narrated by Sheen, 

check local listings.

which the U S  took second place. Presently, 
she is a certified Federation Aeronautique 
International judge.

llovene has flown in nine Powder Puff 
D erbies, one Angel D erby, seven Palms to 
Pines and six Pacific Air Races. S h e  is 
immediate past president of Whirly-Girls, 
the International Organization of W omen 
H elicopter Pilots, now numbering just over 
450 m em bers in almost every country in the 
free world.

I  ^

CHARLENE FALKENBERG

THON GRIFFITH

ILOVENE POTTER

o m x m

ough 
,d Canyon 

your

A gripping, 2 hour aerial adventure 
you’ll never forget.

Five years in the making, th is life-like videotape 
takes you on the most thrilling panoramic flight 
ever recorded of the Grand Canyon. You'll shoot 
the rapids and soar through narrow gorges to 
breath-taking music. A must for every VCR li
brary. Available in VHS o r Beta — $49.95.

Hi-Fi or Stereo — $59 95 
Send c h eck  o r m oney o rd e r to:

Norman Beerger Productions ®
3217 S. Arville Street C all Collect 
l^ s  Vegas. Nevada 89102 702-876-2328 
Postage and handling included along w ith Grand 
Canyon map and route o t fligh t and geological 
data. Dealer inquiries invited. A llow  3 weeks for dollvery.



HOW TO 
RESERVE YOUR 
AIRLINE TICKET 

FOR THE 
BALTIMORE 

CONVENTION
JULY 23-28, 1985

Let Le M onde T ra v e l he lp  you w ith  yo u r tra v e l p lans Be sure to  m ention  the  N ine ty-N ines, so w e can be tte r
a n d  a ir lin e  reserva tions. W e have  been a p p o in te d  as serve you. A nd  rem em ber, some a ir fa re s  have
th e  o ff ic ia l tic ke tin g  agency  fo r  the  In te rn a tio n a l restrictions a n d  seats m ay be lim ite d  —  so ca ll early .
C onven tion  in B a ltim o re  a n d  can g u a ra n te e  you the  Your seat can be con firm ed  a n d  the  price
low est a v a ila b le  a ir fa re  from  yo u r d e p a r tu re  city. g u a ra n te e d  w ith  yo u r c red it ca rd  n um be r w hen you

ca ll. If you w a n t to  p a y  by check, just m ake your 
C a ll co llect fo r  a ir lin e  reserva tions —  o r d ro p  the  reserva tions w ith  us a nd  com p le te  the  coupon below
coupon  b e low  in the  m a il to  o u r a tte n tio n . a n d  m a il w ith  yo u r check.

C a ll co llect fo r  a ir lin e  reserva tions —  2 1 6 -5 4 3 -8 1 3 1  - o r d ro p  the  coupon be low  in the  m ail to  o u r a tte n tio n . 

Enclosed is my check in the  a m o u n t o f $ _______________  M y it in e ra ry  is as fo llow s:

N am e: ----------------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone: ( .) ----------------------------------------------------

Address:   C ity: ------------------------------------------- Z ip:-----------------------------

Bill to  my c re d it ca rd : □  V isa; □  M a s te rca rd ; □  A ir C a rd ; □  O the r. M y c re d it ca rd  # _________________________

F ro m :_ _______________________________ To: B a ltim ore  A /L  & Fit. N o _________ D eparts_________A rrive s .

D a te :_____ ____________________________________________

From: B a ltim ore  To:________ _________________________  A /L  & Fit. N o _________ D ep a rts_________A rrives .

D a te :_________________________________________________ S ig n a t u r e : _____________________________________

Your tickets w ill be  m a iled  upon  rece ip t o f yo u r check.

There is no charge for cancellations or changes, but cancellations and rebookings or changes can result in higher airfares.

To: Le Monde Trovel The O ff ic ia l ly  A p p o in te d  Convent ion Travel Agency o f  the Ninety-Nines, Inc. 
P.O. Box 506, Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 U.S.A. (216) 543*8131.



Birds of a Feather Flock to Baltimore in July
It’s getting close to Convention time, and 

we’re winding down our series of articles 
about Baltim ore and its environs. If we 
haven’t been able to entice you so  far, we 
probably won’t be able to — unless our 
restaurant reviews get you. (W atch for them 
next month. W e always save the best for 
last!)

T h is  m o n th , a few p ra c tica l th ings: 
weather, what to wear (very m uch related to 
weather) and language.

First language. Language? Y ou thought 
they spoke English in Baltim ore, right? Well, 
they do, after a fashion. But consider. You 
thought Convention ’85 was going to be held 
in Baltimore, Maryland. T he natives say 
otherwise; try BAlam er, Murlin, or Bawl- 
mer, Muhrlan! Y o u ’ll find a fiew idiosyn- 
cracies, like “rench” (what you do to your 
clothes after you wash them out in the 
“zink”), “urshter” (lovely things to eat, som e 
of which have pearls in their shells), and 
“exscap e” (self-explanatory).

W hen you arrive at the Hyatt, you will 
probably unpack, “am ” your clothes (“doll” 
housekeeping on the telephone if you didn’t 
bring a travel “a m ” with you), take a nice 
warm “shar,” and maybe relax and “fahl” 
your nails and primp in the “m eer” while 
waiting for a “liddul” light refreshm ent from 
room  service. Then you may feel up to 
playing “torst” for awhile; take your “cam- 
mer” along for plenty of “pixtures” of all the 
things we’ve told you about — we “bleeve” 
you’ll find them fascinating. If you get lost, 
don’t be afraid to walk up to  a “pleecem an”

and say, “ A ltn o  where I am. Can you give 
me dirextions  to  the H aht  H otel?” S e e , 
you’re catching on!

A nd now  a w ord on  w ea th er: H ot! 
A nother word is humid. You can expect 
tem peratures in the 80s with humidity to 
m atch. (Rem em ber, Baltim ore sits sm ack 
on the w ater!) But the breeze is pleasant 
ou tsid e , and virtually everything  is air 
conditioned inside; so  altogether we should 
find the week pleasantly summery. How’s 
tha t for a w eather briefing?

W hat to wear is now probably obvious. 
C ool, com fortable, casual. Natural fabrics (I 
like  the fashion m agazines that say linen and 
cotto n  are supposed to  look wrinkled!). 
And, of cou rse , as in any city where air 
conditioning is de rigeur, a light sw eater or 
jack et for those places that overcom pen
sate  for the heat. Baltim ore is a casual city, 
to o , so  you w on ’t hav e to  p a c k  two 
wardrobes — one for show and one for 
com fort.

O h, and just a couple m ore things. Did 
you know that the Ouija Board was invented 
in Baltim ore? That Baltim ore was w here the 
first clipper planes carried visitors to and 
from China? T hat Baltim ore is famous for its 
marble step s and was once the nation’s 
straw  hat cap ita l?  (T h e se  a re n ’t really 
pra c tica l things to know, but we didn’t know 
where else to slip them in!)

And so, that’s Baltim ore. From  the Inner 
H arbor to the interesting architecture, the 
people, m useum s and historic s ites , to 
nearby Annapolis and W ashington, we hope

NOTAM
Members interested in women's aviation history are encouraged to attend the Oral History 

Workshop in Baltimore on Saturday morning. Participants are encouraged to bring along their 
own cassette recorders and names of prospective interviews from their sections. This is a 
working-playing, hands-on session Sleepers will be certified DOAS.

we’ve w hetted your appetite for Baltimore 
and the Bay area.

Baltim ore — m ore than ever before!

CONVENTION NOTAM

The Italian Festival 
will be in progress 

in New Festival Hall 
during Convention.

MOVING?
Let the 99s know you are moving. One 
report of address change takes care of 
all mailings from International Head
quarters, including The 99 NEWS. Let 
us know six weeks in advance to avoid 
delays and forwarding.
Send to: The 99s

P.O. Box 59965 
Oklahoma City OK 73159
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Nevî Acfivities end Projects
AFRICA SOUTH SECTION

The flying calendar is always a full and 
busy one. In May, there is the annual EAA 
Margate convention , which is not to  be 
missed. In June, we have the 99 convention at 
Tiger Bay, Karibas. And in July, at Mkuze in 
Zululand, the South African National Aero
batic Tournament will be held.

In August, if all goes well, our second 99 
Navigation Rally is scheduled. In October, a 
unique event w ill take place when the South 
African Masters Aerobatic Tournament will 
occur. The main venue will be La Mercy 
A irfie ld in Durban, and an air show w ill take 
place at Wonderboom just before all the 
visitors depart.

CARIBBEAN SECTION

Patrice Clarke of Nassau, an active 99, is 
now employed as a p ilot with Bahamasair, the 
national a irlin e  of the Bahamas. Patrice 
previously served as a pilot of a charter airline 
and is the firs t woman to serve as a p ilot with 
Bahamasair.

Hortense Robinson of Freeport is presently 
studying to secure a commercial rating, with 
plans to pursue a career as an airline pilot.

Frances Burrows of Freeport is working 
toward the IFR rating. She is also planning a 
career in aviation.

by Helen Veatch

by Lindsay Glaum EAST CANADA SECTION

INDIA SECTION

Parul Kothari, a 24-year-old woman from 
Baroda, India, acquired her CPL and instru
ment ratings in New York, fly ing at Teter- 
borough A irport. Parul managed to pile up 
300 hours, including 25 hours in a complex 
plane (Cutlas 172-RG). She is the 10th young 
woman from India to get her commercial 
ratings.

Parul's love for fly ing turned into an avid 
passion, which ultimately took her to the 
USA, where she had to work hard against all 
odds, both mental and physical. Neverthe
less, her ratings are her prized possessions 
and worth all the struggle.

During her training in New York, Parul also 
found another true love in Dipak Kothari, an 
M.S. in m icro-waive from Massachusetts. 
They later m arried, and are now settled 
happily in California.

With every new lady pilot our strength 
grows, and India Section is tru ly proud of its 
achievements. We hopefully look forward to 
seeing our tribe increase steadily.

by Mohini Shroff

Eastern Ontario Chapter
Bill Peppier, manager of the Canadian 

Owners and Pilots Association, was guest 
speaker at the February meeting. In talking 
about th is  organ ization tha t is generally 
recognised as the voice of general aviation in 
Canada, Bill made the interesting point that 
COPA was started by a 99. Margaret Carson, 
still a member of this chapter, saw the need in

1952 fo r a Canadian organisation to rep
resent the viewpoint of general aviation pilots 
and owners of small aircraft. Margaret acted 
as.adm in istrator of the association for the 
first five years of its life, and used her home as 
the association office. The strength of COPA 
today is testim ony to her vision of what was 
needed.

Michele Samson has been elected presi
dent of the Ottawa Flying Club, and Laurie 
Harkin Chiasson has been elected president 
of the C ircle "V" Flying Club in Winchester. 
Debbfe White has been elected a director of 
the A ir Transport Association of Canada, and 
she is the firs t woman to be elected to that 
board. Felicity McKendry has been named 
Employee of the Year by the Rockcliffe Flying 
Club, where she is a flight instructor.

A record number of our members and their 
husbands and friends turned out for our 
annual Christmas potluck supper.

by Isabel Peppier

WESTERN CANADA SECTION

Alberta Chapter
Our February meeting was held at the 

Chateau A irport in Calgary, in a room named

J i

On her way to India, International Director Chanda Budhabhatti stopped over in London to attend 50 years of 
Anglo-American collaboration with British Aerospace. With Chanda (right) are British 99 Sheila Scott. B M. Buckley 
and Mr. and Mrs Bernard Rosser.losser t  /

A J a u / i ic

Parul Kothari works on her flying ratings at Teterboro
Airport

WERNER HUBNER-KUNATH
H u sb a n d  o f p a s t  G e rm a n  S e c t io n  

G overnor Hanna, W erner Hubner-Kunath 
died of multiple sclerosis in April. O ur 
sympathy is extended to Hanna.

by Charlene Falkenberg

JACKIE SEPULVEDA
J a c k i e  S e p u lv e d a  flew  on to  New  

H orizons February 20. S h e  died of liver 
c a n c e r  at h er ho m e in C o s ta  M e sa , 
California. S h e  was a long-time 99 and had 
belonged to the Long B each  Chapter.

Although Ja c k ie  flew in the 1961 Powder 
Puff D erby, she was never happier than 
when working for air races like the Palms to 
Pines and Baja Race.

ro tq o n ±
Her three children, two of her grand

children, two of her sisters (one, Pat Collins, 
is also a 99), many friends and other 99s 
from  five d ifferen t c h a p te rs  ga th ered  
F e b ru a ry  23  at C la ire  W a lte rs  Flight 
A ca d e m y . C la ire  flew J a c k i e ’s th re e  
children, with one flower from each  one of 
us gathered to  honor Ja c k ie , and they 
scattered  her ashes along with the many 
flowers out over the Pacific O cean. Jack ie  
w anted that b ecau se she wanted “to be free 
forever.”

U pon their return, they toasted  Jack ie  
with cham pagne (for those not flying) and 
soft drinks for the others — and then told 
“Ja c k ie  stories.” It was fitting tribute to a 
warm, loving person we will all miss very 
much.



to r p ilo t Katherine Stinson. She is com 
m em orated fo r her accom plishm ents in 
aviation in Alberta during the summers of 
1916-18, first as a th rilling  “ barnstormer”  at 
the fairs, then as the first woman to carry air 
m ail in Canada. T h is  event took place 
between Calgary and Edmonton, Ju ly 9, 
1918, in Katherine's Curtiss JN-4.

Eleanor Bailey was invited to officiate at 
th is  open ing cerem ony, but she had to 
decline. She had a special invitation to attend 
an event she could not miss — the launching 
of Space Shuttle Challenger that would carry 
Sally Ride into space.

The invitation resulted from a friendship 
w h ich began in Ju ly  when Eleanor was 
hostess for Sally Ride as she visited Calgary 
to attend and o ffic ia lly  open the 1984 Calgary 
Exhibition and Stampede. Eleanor's report 
conveyed the excitement everyone must have 
fe lt  at Kennedy Space C ente r as they 
watched that perfect launch.

by Mary Oswald

Dr. June Mills. This 99 spoke about how 
hypoxia can occur from smoking, actually 
incapacitating the pilot.

Nadine Cooper attended the liaison meet
ing to plan our 1987 International Convention 
in Canada.

by Nadine M. Cooper and Mary Pyne

Astronaut Sally Ride and Eleanor Bailey visit prior to the
opening of the Calgary Stampede

Saskatchewan Chapter
SURVIVAL TRAINING. . by Captain Dee 

Brasseur and C apta in  Nora B o ttom ley, 
Canadian Forces Base, Moose Jaw, Sas
katchewan... Our members enjoyed hearing 
first-hand February 17 of rescues made by 
Nora during her term of duty with CFB at 
Trenton. She claims that a w ill to live is one of 
the most important qualities a crash victim 
must have. Five members listened and asked 
questions, and then went out to build a 
survival shelter.

M ary Pyne was guest speaker at the 
January 26 Flying Farmer Safety Seminar. 
Mary has also ins truc ted  three A ir Age 
Education classes at Sandy Bay.

A timely message, delivered during “ Stop 
Smoking Week" in Canada, was presented by

Noreen Proudlove builds her survival shelter at the 
Moose Jaw survival clinic

MIDDLE EAST SECTION

Hampton Roads Chapter
O ur chapter conducted a F lying Com 

panion Seminar March 16 at Hampton Roads, 
Flight One Restaurant, with 14 certificates 
being issued Linda Hollowell chaired the 
event w ith Sandra Taylor, Connie Zook, 
Dawn Kinard, Libby Mesick, Joan Brockett, 
E dith Fisher, Rosem ary Doud and Pam 
W illiams participating, along with ever fa ith
ful 49'^er John Mesick. The medical pre
sentation wasconducted by Dr. Mike Walker.

We welcomed new member Katie Paine 
during the March meeting. She received her 
license last fall. We also welcomed former 
member Rosemary Doud, who returned to 
this area from Washington. D C. In addition, 
we have four 66s in our fold.

Edith Fisher, Dawn Kinard, Linda Hollowell 
and Connie Zook entertained Grace McGuire 
of "Project Destiny." Grace is a member of the 
New York/New Jersey Section, and was in 
town for a ride in an F-15 at Langley AFB.

by Lois Young 

Maryland Chapter
O ur March meeting was held at Carroll 

County A irport in Westminster. W ith beauti
ful weather, many of us flew in. New members 
include Janet Ford and Jane Ward, as well as 
66s Addie Houston, Theresa Kane, Jean 
Smith and Irene Simpkins.

Joan Bates, Convention chairman, brought 
us up to  date on C onvention  p lann ing  
progress and d is tr ib u te d  a p re lim in a ry  
schedule. Lunch was provided by Madeline 
Burriss and Betty McSorley. Our 50-50 raffle 
was won by BeBe Owen.

There was a large turnout of Maryland 99s 
at an aviation safety seminar at Martin State 
A irport. The discussion of the A irport Radar 
Service Area (ARSA) was particularly rele
vant to us as it became effective March 14 at

n

Barbara Baron holds her farewell cake

BWI Airport.
Chapter enthusiasm for air and space edu

ca tio n  p ro jec ts  c o n tin u e s  to run high. 
M ade line  B urris , B arbara  Feader, Kay 
Hanson, Jet Hobbs, Judy Hutchinson, Eunice 
Paumier, Sabrina K ipp, Patric ia Scarlet, 
Kathy Shull and G inny Vogel attended an 
excellent “ how-to" air and space education 
seminar presented by Potomac 99 Elizabeth 
Matarese.

We have recen tly  en joyed some very 
special social activities. Several of us went to 
see 99 Pat Zinn perform in "How to Succeed 
in Business W ith o u t R eally  T ry in g "  at 
Maxwell's d inner theater. We thoroughly 
enjoyed both dinner and the play. Many of us 
also attended the Edgewood Arsenal Army 
Flying Club Annual Banquet. The emcee for 
the program was Doris Jacobson's 49'/ier, 
John, a recipient of the 1984 Significant 
Member Award.

by Catherine A. Hanson

Potomac Chapter
Mary Feik and Elizabeth Matarese attended 

the National Congress in Aerospace Educa
tion, Las Vegas, Nevada, in March. Mary 
spoke about women in aviation in the 1940s, 
and Elizabeth offic ia lly  presented informa
tion to attendees about the A ir and Space 
Education Foundation, a clearinghouse for 
program s and m ateria ls  about aviation. 
ASEF, as the organization is called, has an 
office in Washington, D.C., which will be 
staffed by volunteers, many of them Potomac 
Chapter 99s.

Marcy Deckelbaum com pleted the 727 
Flight Engineers Training Program at United 
A irlines' training fac ility  in Denver. A fellow 
classmate in the training program was Sue 
Cedarquist-Yamamoto of the Santa Paula 
Chapter. We hope they'll soon be flying the 
"Friendly Skies."

The March meeting was held at Baltimore- 
Washington International Airport, where we 
co-hosted a safety seminar with the State 
Aviation Administration. The subject of the 
seminar was implementation of the Airport 
Radar Service Area (ARSA).

There are now eight FAA accident pre
vention counselors in the chapter. The latest 
member to jo in the ranks is Edna Dragoo. 
who has been active in aerospace education 
for many years.

by Marilyn DonCarlos

New Maryland Chapter 66s receiving their pins include
Addie Houston. Jean Smith, Irene Simpkins and 
Theresa Kane Coordinator of the 66 program is 99 Jet 
Hobbs



Steel Valleys Chapter
The March 8 meeting was held at the US A ir 

Simulator Center near Greater Pittsburgh 
A irport. Twelve members and one guest 
enjoyed a tour, and each of us was treated to 
some hands-on fly ing of a DC-9. The experi
ence was most memorable. Dinner was at 
Redwyn’s Restaurant in the terminal building.

Associate member Swanhild Pelecovich 
recently earned her private pilot's license and 
is now a full-fledged 99. We also are pleased 
to welcome new members Pam Huber and 
Jean Silverstein.

by Sherree Seaber

West Virginia Mountaineer Chapter
Jean Pickering w ill be one of two candi

dates from the Middle East Section for an AE 
Memorial Scholarship. Jean is interested in a 
multiengine rating.

We are working on safety activities, such as 
the placement of safety posters at our home 
airports and monthly safety tips.

Barbara Baron, a fligh t ins truc to r w ith

Connecticut Chapter
March 3, despite blustery northwest winds, 

the chapter hosted its first USPFT meet at 
Bridgeport Airport.

Seven contestants showed up, but one 
dropped out because of mechanical d iffi
culties. The crew who stood out by the

employed at Empire as assistant director of 
revenue accounting.

Susan Giacobbi began fly ing in April 1982 
and is now working on her instrument rating. 
She joined the chapter in 1984. Susan is 
employed as a software engineer at Deerfield 
Systems in Utica.

by M ildred R. Murray

CHAPTER NEWS. ETC.
runway to mark the accuracy landings had 
noses and fingers snapped by the bitter cold 
wind. We cou ldn ’t help but marvel at the 
entrants battling the ir way down final against 
a s tiff crossw ind, m ainta in ing cen terline 
contro l all the way, some hitting the mark with 
accuracy. Byron DeGroff, the local FAA de
signee, was chief judge for this event.

After the landing segment was completed, 
the pilots returned to plan the ir cross-country 
portion after a weather briefing from the FSS. 
W hen they  re tu rn ed  from  th e ir  bum py 
excurs ions over C onnecticu t, they were 
greeted with a written exam.

Entrants, workers and check pilots gather tor a quick group picture after the day's events in Bridgeport
Photo by Caro l Phelps

Nancy Morgan holds the WW II model she was pre
sented at the Central New York Historical Aviation 
Society

Barbara Ladd. 66. and Marcia Buller greet new 99s 
Sherry Garafalo and Susan Giacobbi

ratings in single and multiengine instruments 
as well as balloons, has moved to Martins- 
burg, Virginia, where she and 49'/2er Robert 
will manage the FBO. We are sure they will 
continue to contribute a great deal to the 
N inety-N ines and to a ll the local fly in g  
community in Virginia.

Morgan Hapeman prepared the Ninety- 
Nines cake enjoyed by all at our February 
meeting at the Benedum A irp o rt Tower, 
Clarksburg, West Virginia.

by Mary Lou Lewis

NEW ENGLAND SECTION

Doris Abbate of the Long Island Chapter, a 
regional USPFT coordinator, emerged as the 
num ber one w inne r, fo llo w e d  by Jose 
Millares, president of the University of New 
Haven Pilots Association.

It was our chapter’s first time hosting the 
event, but it won’t be our last. The only 
change w ill be to hold it after the winds of 
March disappear — maybe April of next 
year... or would we get doused by an April 
shower?

by Carol Phelps

NY/NJ SECTION

Central New York Chapter
Nancy M organ , guest speaker at the 

Central New York Historical Aviation Society, 
was presented with a World War II model 
airplane that was begun as a kit by her 
brother. It had been in a friend's attic for 
about 40 years and was finished by a Society 
member and presented to Nancy. The air
plane has special meaning for Nancy as her 
brother died an untimely death a few years 
ago of cancer.

We are welcoming Ihree new members. 
Barbara Ladd, 66, has several hours in her 
own Cessna 152 given her by her husband at 
Christm as. Sherry G arofa lo began flig h t 
train ing in June 1983, and she received her 
license two months later. Sherry w ill marry 
her fligh t instructor, who is now a first officer 
with Empire Airlines, in June. She is also

Greater New York Chapter
Plans are fu lly  underway fo r our "b ig " fly-in 

to Exuma in the Bahamas We are scheduled 
to rendevous May 4 at Ft. Pierce in Florida. 
This works out well as some of our members 
w ill be attending the section meeting in 
Albany, which ends May 4, and then w ill fly 
down to  F lorida. W ith any luck, all the 
customs and other paperwork w ill be com
pleted for everyone by Sunday, May 5 (not to 
mention good weather), and we will be able to 
leave Ft. Pierce fo r the 2'/2-hour trip to Exuma.

At our April meeting, which was also our 
annual "Authors N ight," we were delighted to 
have Janet Guthrie as emcee. Although more 
famous for her race car driving. Janet is a 
pilot. In addition, our special guest for the 
evening was C harter M ember Fay G illis  
Wells.

by Marian A Campbell

Long Island Chapter
Carol Maffettone was appointed research 

economist with Dodge/DRI (a division of 
M c G ra w -H ill) , w h ich  means a move to 
Massachusetts for her. Carol has worked 
hard fo r our chapter, and she has done a 
wonderful job as aviation advisory chairman.

Doris Abbate recently flew to Kissimmee, 
Florida with 49'/2er Ron in a Cessna Cutlass. 
Instrum ent approaches were made at all 
stops fo r  practice. Though most of the 
weather was VFR, they took advantage of the 
fact that each airport visited had an FSS on

Chapter Chairman Sandy McDonough places the gold 
medal around first place winner Doris Abbate’s neck 
With them is second place winner Jose Millares

Pholo  b y C aro l Phelps



the field where they received a personal NORTH CENTRAL SECTION 
briefing.

Sandy McDonough, chapter chairman and 
host of the Connecticut USPFT at Bridgeport 
in March, is becoming well known to us.
Besides attending some of our meetings and 
having lunch with members at other times,
Sandy recently played rescue mission to 99 
Sister Mary Loretta and two other pilots 
stranded at Bridgeport due to an uncooper
ative airplane. While looking for a way back to 
Long Is land, m inus a irp lane , the three 
bumped into Sandy, who offered a quick ferry 
ride across the Long Island Sound, affection
ately known as “ The Pond." A two-plus-hour
automobile drive was avoided by Sandy's ,, , . . .
 o , o r  Hostess Janeen Adrion with her three speakers, Davegenerosity. By plane, the trip  takes a quick 25 Auredon Caf| Strou, and Laffy Brj|,

CHAPTER NEWS. ETC.

minutes.
Nancy Davis, section candidate for the AE 

Scholarship, was inducted into Phi Theta 
Kappa National College Honor Society in 
March. Nancy w ill be graduating from SUNY 
Farmingdale in May with a 3.7 average in 
aerospace technology. This, plus the fact she 
is the mother of two college-age sons, has a 
very busy bridal dress-making business and 
is making most of the chapter uniforms, 
keeps her pretty busy.

Joyce Malkmes enjoyed a floatplane trip 
from Grassy Key, Florida to the Dry Tortugas 
in the Gulf of Mexico in March, while Mae 
Smith plotted land trips, also in Florida, and 
Jill Hopfenmuller wound up in Melbourne, 
Florida.

Ruby Bostic, w ith friend Melva Jackman, 
flew more than 5,500 miles in a single engine 
airplane from New York to Trinidad, Port-of- 
Spain, West Indies, for Carnival time. As most 
of the trip was over water, they first stopped in 
Florida for overwater equipment. Then it was 
on to Georgetown, Exuma, Bahamas; Grand 
Turk and Caicos, Puerto Plato, Dominica; 
San Juan, Puerto Rico; Antigua, St. Lucia, 
Guadalupe; Trinidad and Tobago.

Back on the ground, Ruby is speaking 
about aviation opportunities and careers at 
the Kingsboro Community College and the 
School of the Gifted.

Ida Van Smith, always in chapter uniform, 
re c e n tly  spoke on a v ia tio n  at I S. 59, 
B rook lyn ; M arshall E lem entary School, 
Hem pstead; St. A lbans C o ng rega tion a l 
Church, Hempstead Baptist Church; and I.S. 
72, Rochdale

by Patricia Rockwell

Carl Strout congratulates 66 Joline Yeager, winner ot 
instruction in aerobatics, in the Robin

All-Ohio Chapter
The March meeting was held at Central 

Skyport on Port Columbus A irport. Hostess 
was Janeen Adrion and, for her program, she 
had a line-up of handsome guys! First was 
Dave Auredon, a Port Columbus contro ller 
who spoke to us about the ARSA. Carl Strout 
spoke about aerobatic training, and Larry 
Brill spoke about competitive aerobatics and 
about the maneuvers used in competition. 
Janeen had a drawing for a door prize, which 
was fo r one hour of free dual instruction in 
aerobatics by Carl in Skyport's Robin. This 
was won by a very happy 66, Joline Yeager!

Salley Berryhill had her medical reinstated 
— and flew in to the meeting! She received a 
new, special "A ttag irl" award for this, pre
sented by the orig inator of the award, Jeane 
W olcott. It is a bracelet to be worn by the 
winner until she decides there is someone 
else who has done something significant and 
who deserves it, at which time she w ill pass it 
on. We thank Jeane for com ing up with the 
idea, and for the bracelet. And we congratu
late Salley for being its first recipient, and for 
deserving it so highly.

Three members were involved in com 
mendable com m unity fly ing events. Edna 
Hansen flew the high school librarian for 
aerial photographs of all the Port Clinton 
schools to help him prepare a slide program 
about the school system. Jo Bernet w ill be 
donating a half-hour ride around T iffin  fo rthe  
Rotary Club TV Auction. And Mimi Reiheld 
took the winner of a summer reading program 
contest fo r an aerial tour of Wayne County, 
after which the little  girl piped up, "I read 415 
books, and that ride was worth every page!" 
Mimi says to watch fo r a new 99 in about 10

years!
Sandy Gordley, CAP captain, is credited 

w ith a "find" March 13, which means spotting 
an aircraft that has crashed. CAP ground 
crews and the sheriff searched overnight, and 
Sandy spotted the aircraft at 0725 hours while 
on her way to the "m ission base" at Fulton 
County, Wauseon, Ohio. Sandy is air opera
tions officers fo r the Findlay Squadron.

by Roberta Jones

Aux Plaines Chapter
The February meeting was held attheStick 

and Rudder Club at Waukegan Memorial 
Airport. Mary Wedel, nominating chairman, 
accepted suggestions for chapter officers 
and committee heads. Weight and balance 
problems were reviewed.

Members viewed a US A ir Force film  
featuring the Thunderb irds at the March 
meeting at the same location. The upcoming 
May llli-N ines race was discussed and a 
contribution made in the form of an adver
tisement in the race program.

A campaign is being carried on by chapter 
members to forestall the possible closing ol 
Chicago’s lakefront airport, Meigs Field, a 
suggestion made by the committee studying 
sites for the impending World's Fair.

Several members attended a d inner ir 
Richmond, Illinois, sponsored by Chaptei 
414 of the EAA. Mr. M oore of the FAA 
emphasized the lack of general aviatior 
airports in the state, and Vern Jobst, EAA 
Spirit o f St. Louis pilot, gave a slide presenta
tion featuring women in aviation.

Fran Hicks is working w ith 4-H members ir 
a ballooning program.

by Virginia Rabunc,

Central Illinois Chapter
Kathy Palmer spoke about "VFR Emer

gencies" at the IFR/VFR Seminar in Peoria. 
Kathy and husband Dave also presented 
slides. Linda Hamer and Anita Albert worked 
at the main registration desk for the two-day 
sem inar. Our 99 B u lle tin  Board was on 
display, and literature was available.

Babbs (not yet a 99) and spouse Beanie 
Nutt plodded (or plotted) their way around 
Florida in March, p iloting their Lake down 
from Vermont/New Hampshire. In fact, they 
flew from Post Mills Airport, where Babbs 
teaches gliding (soaring). They say of their 
six children, "None flies!"

April was our chapter's 40th anniversary. A 
celebration took place at Capital Airport with 
guest speaker Dorothy "Carrot Top" Vallee, 
pilot for Republic Airlines, builder of planes, 
wife of Joe and mother of Jonathan, currently 
living in Michigan, but our chapter member.

by Clarissa H. Holcomb

Chicago Area Chapter
Our annual Achievement Awards Banquet 

was held at Marriott O'Hare, where Updater 
Awards and A ch ievem ent Awards were 
presented. Diane Cozzi received highest total 
po in ts, w ith M arlene W inters com ing in 
second. Rita Adams received first in Chapter 
Activities, with Marge Sundmacher second 
and Polly Gilkison third. Marlene Winters was 
firs t in Flying Activities, w ith Ruth Rockcastle 
second and Sharon Ann Schorsch third 
Linda Forness was our new member for 
Flying Activities. Madeleine Monaco received

Ida Van Smith speaks to students at Marshall 
Elementary School



the chapter Service Award, and the 49V4er 
Award went to Michael Grubermann. Marion 
Servos was selected as our nominee for the 
Governor's Service Award.

Six scholarships were presented to Marilyn 
Baeckelandt, Sharon Ann Schorsch, Ruth 
Rockcastle, G ail LaPook, M arge Sund- 
macher and Eileen Ferch. The WOW Derby in

Kennett. Frances Walker, Cape Girardeau 
member, flew from Carbondale, Illinois to 
pick up and deliver boxes in that area. Martha 
Norman, chairman of this event, had a most 
helpful ground crew, including Mary and 
Jack Kinnaw, Jan Pocock, Jo-Ellyn Ryall and 
Vivian and Bernie Waters.

by Nelda Lee

Chicago Area awards recipients include Linda Forness. Marge Sundmacher, Sharon Ann Schorsch. Ruth 
Rockcastle, Diane Cozzi, Rita Adams, Marlene Winters and Polly Gilkison.

Keokuk, Iowa donated money for the sixth 
scholarship . Chicago M ayor W ashington 
made an unexpected visit to our banquet, and 
he received our enthusiastic support to keep 
Meigs Field in Chicago open.

E thel S co tt has been se lected to be 
honored in the Forest of Friendship. Joan 
Kerwin spoke to the St. Louis Zontians in 
January at the AE luncheon. Arta Henson and 
49'/2er Richard flew their Cherokee 140 to 
explore the Florida Keys to escape our cold 
weather.

Rita Adams, Ruth Rockcastle and Made
leine Monaco braved icy roads to Peoria for 
the state IFR/VFR Seminar to conduct the 
fly in g  com pan ion section of the Safety 
Seminar. Ellen O ’Hara and C onn ie and 
Michael Grubermann drove down to help 
with the classes. Joan Kerwin acted as liaison 
with the state, and Marge Sundmacher as
sisted in planning and loaning of equipment.

by Debbie Karas

Greater St. Louis Chapter
The March 19 business meeting was held at 

Mary Kinnaw's home. Sixteen members and 
two guests, Jeanne Braddock and W hirly-G irl 
Debbie Phelps attended.

Betty Pfister, W hirly-G irl president and 
Aspen Chapter member, visited Scott AFB, 
Illinois, March 6-7. Val Johnson, Nelda Lee, 
Sue M atheis, Greta Weaver and Debbie 
Phelps met her for dinner and enjoyed a 
delightful evening.

Martha Norman was guest speaker at the 
Missouri Pilots Gateway Chapter's March 13 
meeting. She spoke on "Flying — The Right 
Seat," and highlighted topics of concern fo r 
flight companions. Ninety-Nines and 49'/zers 
present inc luded S h irley  Dietz, Deanne 
Falduto, Ruby Fudoli, Vera Heberer, JoAnne 
and Steve Sabo, Barbara Wilper and Rose
mary Zander.

Members participated fo r the th ird year in 
"D affod il Day" fo r the Am erican Cancer 
Society. F ifty-four boxes (500 flowers per 
box) were flown March 19 from Spirit of St. 
Louis A irport to three locations in Missouri. 
Val Johnson and Amy Laws flew to Rolla and 
Springfield, JoAnne Sabo and Ruby Fudoli 
flew to Springfield, and Shirley Dietz flew to

Indiana Chapter
What a delight... at long last a meeting to 

which we were able to fly. To Bloomington, 
we winged our way where we were met at the 
a irport and transported by car to the home of 
Dorothy Niekamp fo r a chili lunch, business 
meeting and a good opportunity to visit.

Mary Rutherford, Evansville, brought guest 
Carol Rogers, a non-p ilo t aviation artist. 
Carol pa in ts such personalized items as 
mugs and key chains. She w ill have some 
items ready for display at our North Central 
Sectional in Ft. Wayne.

Mary has had her license for a year and is 
now working on her commercial and instru
ment ratings. She and Dora Bradley were 
pinned by Midge Moore and welcomed into 
our chapter.

The DeBauns, Betty and Curt, and Minerva 
and Larry Mahoney enjoyed a weekend at 
Spring M ill State Park with the Indianapolis 
Jazz Club. They also visited the Gus Grissom 
Museum.

During the last week of February, Anne and 
Emmett Black began a fligh t to Rough River, 
Kentucky for lunch and a tour of the state 
park, but they were turned back by low 
v isibility. So they changed their course and 
flew  to M uncie. A fte r lunch, they had a 
p leasant f lig h t back to Aretz A irp o rt in 
Lafayette.

On a recent trip  to Texas, Mary Nicholson 
toured the Confederate A ir Force Museum at 
Harlingen and said it was certainly worth 
seeing. And Nellie Reynolds has been snow- 
m obiling in Yellowstone Park.

Midge Moore and 49'/ier Archie recently 
returned from  Florida. W hile there, they 
visited Theresa and Frank Brooks in their 
lovely new home at Okeechobee. Until their 
move to Florida, Theresa had been an active 
and most valuable member of our chapter.

The last week in February and the first 
weekend in March, Lois Kennard and Rae 
Cawdell appeared in the Epilogue Players 
production of "Ladies in Retirement.”

Dorothy Niekamp, Minerva Mahoney. Betty 
and Curt DeBaun, Esther Wyandt and guest 
Mildred Davidson, Nellie Reynolds and guest 
Frank Davis met March 3 at Columbus Airport 
fo r breakfast.

by Rae Cawdell

Lake Erie Chapter
Our chapter's three Ruths — Ruth Love, 

Ruth S itler and Ruth Ensley — have been 
busy volunteering one afternoon each week 
as tour guides at the Visitor Center at NASA 
Lewis Research Center in Cleveland.

Ruth S itler and Ruth Ensley also co-hosted 
the March meeting, held at Akron Muni. 
Using her NASA experience, Ruth S itler 
brought samples of space age food to the 
meeting fo r us to reconstitute and taste at the 
meeting's conclusion. The "ice cream" was a 
little  different, but the "casserole" was pretty 
ordinary!

Ruth Love attended the March 1 promotion 
of son Ronald to lieutenant colonel at the 
Pentagon. He is a C-141 pilot.

The chapter co-sponsored a safety meet
ing April 10 with Baron Aviation at Cuyahoga 
County Airport.

Pat and Dave Baron of Baron Aviation, 
helicopter and fixed wing pilots who operate 
a traffic reporting service for six Cleveland 
radio stations, were featured on a recent 
segment of TV 8's "North Coast Report."

by Marg Juhasz

Lake Michigan Chapter
Our February meeting was held at the 

home of Ruth Gardner in Grand Rapids. Ruth 
served Sloppy Joes for nine, and everyone 
provided a salad. Claire and Joan McCombs, 
who operate the Mission Aviation Program 
fo r the Grand Rapids School of Bible and 
Music, presented a slide show on the school's 
purpose and activities.

We met March 9 at the home of Mary and 
Bill Creason in Grand Haven. Bill prepared a 
de lic ious salad, and Mary presented fish 
chowder and soup. The program was an 
update of Lois’ flight to Alaska with input from 
nephew Steve. Bob Goodwin, 49'/2er, and 
Indiana Dunes member Phyllis Webb joined 
us.

Lois Stevenson and Marge Beaver flew to 
DuPage (West Chicago) for a fun afternoon 
and evening. What a spectacular flight back 
under a full moon.

Chairman Maisie Stears was basking in the 
sun in Florida, taking a break from school.

Lois Stevenson closed the deal on the 
purchase o f N orths ide A irp o rt in North 
Muskegon. She w ill be moving on board in 
mid-April. Be sure to fly in!

by Lois Stevenson

Michigan Chapter
Our March meeting was held in the Amelia

At the Akron Muni Lake Erie Chapter meeting are 
Marcia Stewart, guest Mary Nelson. Annie Pryne, guest 
Pam Lightner of All-Ohio and 66 Donna Holland



Earhart Room at Capita l C ity  A irp o rt in 
Lansing. The room was dedicated earlier this 
year, and Babe Ruth donated some items 
from the dedication to the chapter archives. 
We admired paintings by member Lorraine 
Chambers McCarty that decorate the ter
minal build ing, as well as the display cases 
maintained by Babe Ruth.

Bev M itche ll, cha irm an of the fa ll ’87 
section meeting, announced that the dead
line for the logo design contest w ill be June 1.

We are happy to welcome new member 
Arlene Hoerauf, and we initiated three new 
66s — Lisa Aab, Maria Reno and Marlene 
Savine.

A fte r  the  bus iness  m ee ting , Renate 
McLaughlin talked about her recent trip to 
Germany and her meeting with German 99 
Ute Toelke.

by Renate McLaughlin

Minnesota Chapter
Twenty-six 99s and 49'/2ers participated in 

the chapter's annual Pilot Proficiency Day 
held at the University of Minnesota Flight 
F ac ility  at Anoka C oun ty  A irp o rt. Four 
groups planned and then competed in an 
aviation triv ia  game designed by Safety 
Chairm an Jan Orr. Each group created 
questions appropria te  to the categories 
designated by Jan, and then challenged other 
groups to provide correct answers to prob
lems in aerodynamics, weather, ATC pro
cedures and FAA regulations. Verdon Klei- 
menhagen, Minneapolis GADO, served as the 
“court of last resort" in determ ining correct 
answers.

C lara Johansen and 49Vfeer Arnie were 
among a group of North Central Region 
Aerospace Educators who attended the 
National Aerospace Congress in Las Vegas. 
C lara jo in e d  o th e r 99s fo r  the annua l 
Congress 99 Brunch.

Spring in Minnesota is referred to in jest by 
local newscasters as temperatures in the 60s 
plummeting to the 30s overnight, bringing 
with the drop, wind and heavy, wet snow. The 
fifth annual Daffodil Days fligh t was again 
confronted with Minnesota spring weather, 
ranging from  thunders to rm s and strong 
winds in the southern part of the state to low 
overcast, fog and snow in the north. Some
how, the task of delivering 1,164 boxes of 
daffodils — 484,500 flowers — to 41 airports 
in Minnesota was accom plished, but not 
w ithout many anxious moments for Daffodil 
Days 99 Chairm an C lara Johansen and 
dispatcher Sally Woodburn. Eighteen 99s 
flew 49 trips during the two days, assisted on 
the ground by Sally’s crew of seven. Daffodil 
Days is a service project for the Minnesota 
Chapter of the American Cancer Society, 
during which the flowers are delivered to 
C ancer S oc ie ty  v o lu n te e rs  at a irp o rts  
throughout the state and then sold as a fund
ra is ing pro ject. D a ffod ils  are called the 
“ flowers of hope," and they represent the 
Society's ongoing research efforts to combat 
cancer.

by Hope Isaacson

Scioto Valley Chapter
Members and guests celebrated the fourth 

birthday of the chapter by gathering for 
dinner at the 94th Aero Squadron Restaurant 
and then going to the Ohio H istory of Flight 
Museum for a short business meeting.

Donna Spontak presented an overview of 
plans for a chapter ground school program, 
whereby members would become ground 
school instructors and then sponsor other 
members and the general public throughout 
the same course.

Jessica Hedges has recently given pro
grams on the fundamentals of fly ing at some 
local elementary schools. It was met with 
much interest from  second and third graders.

by Robin Rogers

Three Rivers Chapter
The January 10 chapter meeting included a 

program by Roger Myers, manager of Delta 
Airlines in Ft. Wayne and the person em
ployed longest at Baer Field. He began by 
relating the cropdusting business that Amelia 
Earhart worked fo r is now Delta Airlines. A 
very special tour and commentary took us to 
FSS, the National Weather Service and the 
very interesting Aviation Museum exhibits, of 
which our chapter exhib it is a part. After our 
tour, Roger donated soft drinks and many 
nice door prizes.

Member Marsha Nellans of Warsaw has 
really made the news lately. Not only did she 
present slides on her “ Alaskan Flying Ad
venture" to the Coldwater, M ichigan pilots 
association, but she had a very nice article 
w ritten about her Alaska trip, published in 
The Paper, a very big advertis ing paper 
received by a large popu lation in no rth
eastern Indiana. She also co-authored a two- 
page a rtic le  pub lished  w ith  p ic tu res  in 
Impressions, her company magazine, about 
"O ur employees and the ir Magnificent Flying 
Machines."

After our February 14 meeting was post
poned because of weather, over 20 members 
and guests traveled to Decatur February 21 
fo r a delicious meal and program, followed by 
our business meeting.

March 5 found 10 members attending an 
FAA Safety Seminar held in Ft. Wayne at the 
A ir National Guard, attended by approxi
mately 150 people.

What an honor to be asked to participate in 
the first ever "Women’s Business Expo" held 
March 8-9 in the brand new Grand Wayne 
Center in Ft. Wayne. The chapter exhib it was 
one of only a few non-profit organizations 
asked to  pa rtic ipa te  a long w ith  over 70 
businesses with services and products of 
interest to women. Over 30 workshops were 
presented in addition to hourly style reviews. 
Linda Rice, along with Josephine Richard
son, Diane Kelly and Margaret Ringenberg, 
presented two workshops about the Ninety- 
Nines, women in aviation and air racing. This 
was a very positive experience as many 
women and men were made aware of an 
organization they didn't know existed.

Ellen Warford and 66 Jane Rhea, both 
“ Teacher in Space" candidates, were inter
viewed on WEZV Radio during the Expo 
regarding their experiences with the Ninety- 
Nines and why they wanted to go into space.

Members and guests were invited to the 
new home of Dee Ditton in Ft. Wayne for our 
March 14 meeting and section work session.

by Linda Rice

Wisconsin Chapter
December 1 found members at Fond du 

Lac for a luncheon get-together, where we

presented a check to a representative of St. 
Agnes Hospital for the children's ward.

In January, we met at the new EAA Museum 
at Oshkosh. The 49l4ers toured the museum 
while we were having our meeting in the 
executive board room. Joyce Donner and 
Ramona Huebner were the hostesses.

In February, Milwaukee Mitchell was the 
place to be for a fly ing companion seminar 
w ith Char Falkenberg teaching and chapter 
m em bers assisting. We had our annual 
February dinner meeting the same evening at 
the  M id w ay M o to r L o dg e  w ith  Kathy 
Dempsey and Margie Scoville as hostesses.

March found us all going to Janesville 
A irport to make final preparations for the 
daffodils to be flown March 28-31. Carolyn 
Arnold was hostess at this meeting. If you're 
lo ok in g  fo r a p lace to  f ly  and eat, the 
restaurant at Janesville A irport is quite good.

by Lois Truchinski

NORTHWEST SECTION

Columbia-Cascade Chapter
Our March meeting was held at the offices 

of Aero-Air, Inc. at the Hillsboro, Oregon 
a irport. Seventeen members, guest Julie 
Bowdel, Vancouver, Washington, and trans
feree Pat Pond from Pittsburg attended. We 
spent our time assembling literature for the 
April P inchhitter course. We also viewed 
slides presented by C laude and Barbara 
Sandell.

Seven members “ womaned" our firs t blood 
drive February 8. It was a very successful first 
attem pt. Two gals then "w om aned" the 
typewriters and coffeepots at the air base for 
the February 20 Portland, Oregon blood 
drive. And one lonely gal represented the 
Ninety-Nines at the February 26 blood drive 
at the Purdy Brush Company in Portland.

by Pat Lundahl

Eastern Idaho Chapter
Members took a w inter break from projects 

and activities, but this spring is starting out 
great!

O ur chapter is coo rd ina ting  the Idaho 
Department of Transportations Safe Pilots 
Awards Program, May 4 in Pocatello. It w ill be 
a fly-in  (or drive-in if the weather doesn't 
coo pe ra te ) b re ak fas t w ith  aw ards and 
speakers to follow.

We are also planning a June 1 poker run for 
the spring m oney-m aking fly ing  activity. 
Planes will land at Arco, Twin Falls, Burley, 
Idaho Falls and Pocatello. We hope lots of 
pilots and friends come out to fly  and have a 
good time. We w ill split the “ kitty" with the 
three players who have the best poker hands.

by Sandi Bills

Mid-Columbia Chapter
The February meeting was held at Pasco 

A irpo rt. Guest speaker G ini R ichardson 
recalled her experiences as a pioneer in the 
fly ing field in such areas as a commercial 
pilot, setting up her own FBO and participat
ing in the firs t a ir race. She also spoke about 
her experiences as a 99 in 1948 when there 
were only five members in the section. After 
her program, the group moved to a local 
restaurant for lunch and, of course, more 
fly ing talk.



March's meeting was a work session held at 
Dee Collins' home in Walla Walla. Since 
February's meeting was not a work meeting, 
March had double the business to be done.

W elcome to L inda Kelle r, ou r newest 
member.

by Anne English

Southern Cascade Chapter
The weather cooperated for a February 

luncheon fligh t to Eugene. Linda Mayfield 
was p ilo t-in -com m and, accom panied by 
Marianne Marsden and Laura Smith. Dana 
Hardie piloted her plane with Susan Shipley 
aboard. The com bined reunion-business 
meeting was intended to renew a friendship 
with relocated 99 Molly Hufford. The event 
was fun, whetting the ladies’ appetites for 
more fly ing now that winter is coming to an 
end.

During the meeting, it was decided to 
c o n tr ib u te  $99 to  M ercy F lig h ts  fo r  a 
memorial fo r Dr. Hank Boehnke. This event 
will include three airports: Ashland, Klamath 
Falls and Grant's Pass. There w ill be a potluck 
furnished by the 99s, free for all to enjoy. 
Each plane can carry a full complement of 
passengers. Every passenger may buy five 
cards that w ill make up the poker hand. The 
w inning hand w ill win one night and free 
dinner at the Paradise Ranch.

by Barbara Grace

SOUTH CENTRAL SECTION

Abilene Area Chapter
Our chapter has been extremely busy since 

the first of the year. A goal was set and 
achieved by all active members to complete 
the FAA Phase I Wings. A picture and article 
were released in the local newspaper giving 
us special recognition for this endeavor.

D u ring  the  F ebruary  26 FAA S afe ty  
Seminar, each member was presented her 
Wings and congratulated fo r successfully

completing this program.
Our chapter would like to challenge every 

Ninety-Nine chapter to be 100 percent flight 
proficient and work toward Phase V Wings.

by Wanette Bergman

Austin Chapter
Twenty-three members and guests cele

brated our eighth anniversary February 18 by 
having dinner together and then listening to 
Pearle Ragsdale, our last active charter 
member, reminisce about the early days of 
our chapter and the exploits of its charter

members. Pearle and her husband, Robert, 
no longer own or operate their FBO, but they 
are still as busy as ever being retired.

Nine of us and 10 guests attended the 
March 18 discussion on weather given by 
James C. Fidler, a retired meteorologist. It 
was embarrassing to have guests out-number 
members, but everyone enjoyed the lecture 
and learned a lot about reading the weather 
by observ ing  the c loud fo rm a tio ns  and 
knowing certain fundamental guidelines.

Past Chairman Barbara Gard is moving to 
New Ipswitch, New Hampshire, and leaving 
Austin for at least a three-year term to teach 
ROTC at a college in the area. We’re really

carousel and the W urlitzer band organ were 
sold to Kit Carson County fo r $1,250. Now 
invaluable, the complete restoration, includ
ing the 45 hand-carved animals, original oil 
paintings and the 1912 W urlitzer Monster 
m ilitary band organ to complete the carousel, 
is housed in a 12-sided structure with a 12- 
sided cupola bu ilt in 1928. Anita and Bill 
Hessin, Linda Horn, Pat McFarland, Ben and 
P hyllis  Kramer, Jan and Chuck Clemen, 
Carol and Bob Leyner, Mary Lou and Bill 
Gunson, Eddie and Paul Whistle and guests, 
and Jessica and Bruce McMillan joined with 
members of the Colorado Antiquers for the 
interesting trip.

CHAPTER NEWS. ETC.
going to miss her — how can we have our 
lemonade sale w ithout her?

by Judy Reinhart

Colorado Chapter
At the March m eeting. Chairm an Barb 

Hobson announced she had received noti
fication that she was one of the teachers to be 
interviewed for participation in NASA's first 
teacher in space program — thus, one more 
exciting step to be accomplished.

Sometimes it doesn't pay to get too early a 
look at the weather. The February fly-in  at 
Cheyenne was to have been well attended, 
but early morning weather was discouraging. 
However, Jessica and Bruce McMillan chose 
to wait it out, and enjoyed breakfasting at the 
Owl Restaurant.

The March 24 fly-in  to Burlington in itia lly  
was planned just to have a reason to fly. But 
something special was found in the eastern 
Colorado city of Burlington — the Kit Carson 
C a rou se l. It was b u ilt  in  1905 by the 
P h ila d e lp h ia  T o b o g g a n  C o m pa ny  fo r  
D enve r’s E litch  G ardens. In 1928, the

Pat McFarland enjoys the Kit Carson County 1905 
Carousel

After enjoying the carousel and meeting 
new friends, the visit was topped off w ith an 
excellent lunch in Burlington.

by Phyllis J. Kramer

Dallas Redbird Chapter
Elinor Johnson was our hostess for the 

M arch m eeting . P lans fo r  our av ia tion  
seminar were finalized by Kathy Long, who 
presented a proposed schedule of events 
prepared by Pat Je tton  and asked fo r 
suggestions. She also reported that the 
regional USPFT meet would be April 13 at 
Aero VAIIey. Plans to help w ith the booth at 
the Confederate A ir Show in Denton in May 
were also made.

T ina Steen and Helen W ilke enjoyed 
attending the Zonta banquet honoring Edna 
Gardner Whyte Cathy Jones is sporting a 
new Falcon rating, which should speed her 
on her way to investigate aviation accidents.

Hazel "Jet Set" Jones attended meetings in 
Washington, D C. and Las Vegas She re
ported that FAA Adm inistrator Engen sug
gests aviation organizations adopt a teacher 
or school and work with them on aviation 
projects.

The National Aviation Education Congress 
in Las Vegas was attended by a number of 
99s, in c lu d in g  Hazel, from  across the 
country, who enjoyed an informal luncheon 
get-together in addition to the Congress

by Elizabeth Jordan

Golden Triangle Chapter
During our February meeting, we viewed a 

v ideo tape o f " I  A lone Survived " Helen 
Simonette, Houston Chapter, and Barbara 
Bethea, Florida Panhandle Chapter, were our 
visitors. (They have recently moved to the 
area.) Chairman Jacque Breeden-Boyd has 
resigned (she returned to school to get her 
doctorate), and Pat Chester, vice-chairman, 
will complete the term

A ir M arking Chairm an W inky Fortune, 
Betty Carter, Dottie Hughes, Barbara Bethea, 
Helen Hill, Beverly Stephens, Mary Wheelock 
and helper-friend Maurice Campbell painted 
a displaced threshold March 9 on the runway 
at Aero Valley A irport at Roanoke, Texas. 
After a year (the weather cooperated), we 
succeeded in completing the air marking of 
"Aero Valley" on the hangar roof March 23. 
Those conquering the “ heights" included 
Winky Fortune, Betty Carter, Barbara Bethea, 
Dottie Hughes, Ellen Hamlett and 49Vter 
Je rry , Suzanne F rias-C oun ts  and Mary 
Wheelock.

Thelma Havice (lelt) and Pat Johnson visit with Pearl 
Ragsdale (center), speaker at the eighth anniversary 
dinner.

Abilene Area Chapter members plan their pinchhitter
course.



Betty Carter Maurice Campbell. Wmky Fortune. Helen 
Hill. Mary Wheelock and Dottie Hughes work on the 
displaced threshold marking al Aero Valley Airport

renewals and reinstatements. Ninety-Nines 
posters, designed by the Central New York 
Chapter, were posted at surrounding air
ports.

In April, the chapter made plans to cele
brate its 26th anniversary, May 17, and honor 
its founder and 12 charter members.

by Velma Lee Barnett-Copeland

Kansas Chapter
The chapter sponsored a March 8-9 flying 

companion seminar. We had 16 people sign 
up for the two-day seminar. Events included 
two films, presentations on weather, basic

CHAPTER NEWS. ETC.

Shirley Roberts’ construction firm, Evan I. 
Roberts, Inc., has begun the civil/e lectrical 
installation for the firs t FAA Standard M icro
wave Landing System (MLS) in this part of the 
US. The installation is on privately owned 
Houston West A irport (formerly Lakeside) in 
Houston.

by Dottie Hughes

radio work and instruments, medical facts 
and basic navigation. All the participants 
were then shown how to preflight a real 
airplane. Helping with the seminar were Carol 
Lanning, Karen and Sid Tucker, Janet Yoder, 
Kay Alley, Kay Dunlap and Debbie Klein.

Our annual chapter birthday party was 
March 16 in the home of John and Marilyn 
Copeland. Janet Lewis, a first lieutenant from 
McConnell AFB, spoke about her interest in 
flying. She now has over 150 hours as a 
navigator in KC-135s. We enjoyed listening to 
her many experiences of what it is like in the 
services and how she occupies some of her 
spare time.

Daffodils were flown by 99s all over the 
state March 19 as part of the Daffodil Days 
sponsored by the American Cancer Society. 
Funds raised from Daffodil Days w ill provide 
new hope through cancer research and local 
cancer programs sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society. About 160,000 daffodils were 
delivered to Kansas towns by Virginia Colbert 
(Northeast Kansas Chapter), Janet Yoder, 
Pat Gettle, Dodie Noland, Dorothy Dicker- 
hoof, Shirley Huser, Phyllis Blanton, Phyllis 
McCollom, Pat Wilson, Louis Morris, Karen 
Tucker, Karen Anderson, Beverly Peters and 
Carol Lanning.

by Phyllis Blanton

Velma Lee Barnett-Copeland is ready for a 30-minute 
glider flight in Dr. James Crisp's Janus 3 craft.

High Sky Chapter
At the January-February chapter meeting, 

agent-p ilot Roger L. Amis spoke about the 
Border Patrol and government careers open 
to women and pilots in this particular service. 
"T here  are a few women B order Patro l 
agents, but there are no women Border Patrol 
agent-pilots," commented Patrolman Amis. 
Ninety-Nines of the US, here's your chance to 
become the first woman Border Patrol agent- 
pilot!

During March, a chapter conference was 
held per long-distance telephone, as High 
Sky continued its search fo r new members,

Poochie Rofzinger works with flying companion parti
cipants on computer problems

Oklahoma Chapter
A fly ing companion seminar was held in 

Altus in February. Thirteen students were 
enrolled in the seminar, which was coor
dinated by Mary Kelly. Instructors fly ing or 
d riv ing  to A ltus to conduct the sem inar

included Norma Vandergriff, Jan M illion, 
Poochie Rotzinger, Lu Hollander, Charlene 
Davis, Jo Ann Carpenter and Pam Jones. 
Help on map reading skills was provided by 
Broneta Evans, Gwen Crawford and Nawassa 
Staton.

Kathey Lee has completed her air traffic 
con tro l tra in ing at the FAA Aeronautical 
Center in Oklahoma City, and she has moved 
to her new assignment in College Station, 
Texas.

Several chapter members joined former 
chapter member Wally Funk for dinner in 
February. Now a member of the Los Angeles 

'Chapter, Wally is employed by the National 
Transportation Safety Board. Those attend
ing were Nema and Mase Masonhall, Lu 
Hollander Jan M illion , Nancy Smith, Ida 
Carter, Ruth Jones, Rita Eaves and Susie 
Sewell.

Our new members fo r March are Glenda 
Beeson, Edna Thompson, Paula Branstetter 
and Dorothy Stenstrom.

by Nancy Smith

Pikes Peak Chapter
Less than one year old, we are now a 29- 

member group!
Our March 18 meeting was held at the 

Colorado Springs M unicipal A irport, and the 
program was presented by Joanne Worms- 
bacher. Joanne began by asking the weight 
of a previously packed small backpack. It 
contained everything imaginable for survival 
— for a “ just in case" situation in the event of a 
forced landing in the wilds — and the pack 
weighed only 12 pounds! It made us all aware 
of those important precautions we can and 
should take.

Ann Marie Jones recently received her 
private pilot glider rating. Already a licensed 
balloon pilot, Ann Marie is also working on 
her private power rating.

Phyllis Wells and the chapter wish to thank 
Hazel Jones for her most helpful suggestions 
regarding our chapter bylaws. Our very new 
chapter appreciates all the help we can get!

by Von Alter

This afghan, held by Ruth Nichols, who made if, and 
Geils Hegranes, will be raffled al the spring section 
meeting in Topeka

I  »

Assisted by Oklahoma 99s, Altus FCS participants 
search for landmarks on sectional charts



San Antonio Chapter
O ffice rs  fo r the com ing year inc lude  

Margaret Cosby, chairman; Carol Fox, vice- 
chairman; Gloria Blank, treasurer; and Emilie 
Patterson, secretary.

We are very busy visiting 10 airports to 
place our signs, which ask, “ DID YOU CLOSE 
YOUR FLIG HT .PLAN — C o u rtesy  San 
Antonio 99s."

by Mary Ann Greer

Shreveport Chapter
While most of us have been battling March 

winds and inclement weather, some of our 
members have left it all behind and traveled to 
more pleasant climates. Dottie Ports and 
49'/ierBud packed the ir motorhome and have 
spent the entire month in Florida visiting 
relatives and attending “ Fun in the Sun.” Jeri 
Saur took a week off and enjoyed the glitter 
and shows of Las Vegas. It was a well-earned 
vacation for Jeri as she has just completed 
teaching an instrument course at Louisiana 
Tech, and she needed a breather before

Top of Texas Chapter
Our "March in with New Members" meeting 

was held at the Royal Inn. Peggy Brandon 
briefed our assembly on activities and goals 
of the Ninety-Nines and introduced members 
and guests, including Amy Smith, Elaine 
Clark, Carolyn Craig and Sally Moss, as well 
as students Claudia Matthews and Jimmie 
Hopkins. Marnell Presley presented a book 
review on Letters from Amelia by Jean L. 
Bacus.

Nine of us are also members of High Plains 
Aviation Association. Mary Vermeulen and 
Delphine Bohn were on the ir Nominating 
Committee, and Peggy Brandon has been re
elected HPAA treasurer. Our coordinating 
efforts have brought diversified educational 
films and programs along with other aviation 
organizational camaraderie.

Virginia Pownell called a special meeting to 
discuss fund-raising projects and to schedule 
the Dimmitt a ir marking, which is slated for 
April 27-28, weather permitting.

by Mary M. Vermeulen

converse with Newman Wadlow, an aviation 
pioneer who volunteers tor the Red Cross 
that day.

Tulsa's aviation com m unity was saddened 
by the death of Harvey Young. Pilots in
terested in the airport he owned and operated 
for over 40 years attended a meeting in March 
to find out what would happen to the airport. 
Three trustees w ill operate the airport for the 
"foreseeable future." One change announced 
at the meeting is that 99 Mary Moore w ill now 
be a partner in Aircraft Services.

Bristow A irport held open house in early 
March, with paper airplanes, a spot landing 
c o n te s t and lo ts  o f p in to  beans. M ary 
Jordison's son, Kyle, took first prize in the 
paper airplane contest.

Charlene and Ron McCullough flew to San 
Antonio for spring break. A friendly tailwind 
shortened the homeward trip to three hours.

M ary M oore soloed her husband, the 
hardest solo she ever had to do!

Jack N itz, re tired  co n tro lle r and CFI, 
presented the program for the March meeting 
on communication — use of the radio, what to 
say, when and how to say it. We all learned 
som eth ing and enjoyed Jack ’s sense of 
humor.

R egu la r 99 NEWS rep o rte r, C a ro line  
Harper, is off to Arizona for her wedding. She 
is marrying Tim Harper, so w ill not have to 
change her name.

by Janet Minnerath

beginning a private pilot course in the final 
quarter.

Martha Christy, who is the principal at 
Bossier Elementary, certainly knows how to 
keep a school day from being dull. She 
arranged with a local television station to 
have them fly their helicopter in and land in 
the school yard. What a marvelous way to 
keep students' attention.

We are happy to see Evelyn Snow looking 
so well. Evelyn has made countless trips to 
Houston in her long battle with a tumor, and 
we're thrilled to see her so well recovered.

Our members are well known for their 
service to the community, and this month we 
want to make special mention of Marjorie 
Hardcastle. She has just completed 17 years 
of service as a volunteer worker at Bossier 
General Hospital, serving every Thursday.

Spring, of course, means cleaning out 
closets, and that means it ’s time for our 
annual rummage sale. Our brave chairman, 
Eileen Anderson, has volunteered to host it at 
her home, and we’re actually looking forward 
to spending Saturday there. We’ll tell you how 
we fared next issue.

by Helen Hewitt

Tulsa Chapter
Members celebrated Heart Month in Feb

ruary with a four-hour CPR course. Our 
instructor was Mike Fenner, an A ir Force 
mechanic. Turnout was not as good as we 
had hoped, but several members had good 
excuses. Floretta Young was fly ing to Vail for 
a ski weekend. After the course, 66 Phyllis 
Raddant and Jan Minnerath labeled 1,200 
invitations to our April CFI revalidation clinic.

Deanna Robertson has not been able to 
attend many meetings lately. She has en
rolled in an A&P course, so she can do the 
work on her fleet of planes. Carol Thompson 
is also missing meetings because her ground 
school at Tulsa Junior College meets Tues
day nights.

Jay Nelson, FAA acc iden t prevention 
specialist, presented a safety seminar fo r our 
February meeting. Several 99s picked up 
their Wings, and discussion centered around 
the "im possible tu rn ” and the use of auto gas 
in airplanes.

In response to the Golden West Chapter’s 
question on blood donations, Tulsa Chapter 
members who are weekend p ilo ts  enjoy 
donating on Tuesday mornings so they can

Betty Kidd and Carolyn Baker visit with Renate 
Langauer (center) from Flensburg, Germany, at a 
Wichita Falls airport

Wichita Falls Chapter
Our March meeting was held in the home of 

Lou Ellen Foster. Most of the business 
meeting was devoted to planning for the fall 
section meeting.

A guest, Renate Langauer, was introduced. 
Renate earned her p ilo t’s license in Germany, 
and she is associated with the airport in 
Flensburg, Germany. She has been traveling 
in the United States to learn more about 
restoring old aircraft. She began her career in 
aviation by parachuting, and she has 45 free 
falls to her credit. She was very interested in 
learning all about the Ninety-Nines.

Two of our members were privileged to be 
present at the videotaping of an interview 
w ith Edwyna McConnell Thro, a Charter 
Member who lives here in Wichita Falls. Sue 
Stilley and Carolyn Baker met Edwyna and 
enjoyed talking with her when International 
Historian Judy Logue and Nora Van Burgh 
were here to videotape for the Ninety-Nines.

Hellen Hutchinson flew into West Houston 
A irport the day the 99s were painting a 
compass rose. She was quite impressed by 
the beautif ul Ninety-Nines display case in the

Top of Texas 99s, new members and 66s feast at the "March in with New Members" meeting.



lobby, and she enjoyed meeting the Houston 
members.

by Betty Kidd

SOUTHEAST SECTION

Blue Ridge Chapter
The focus was on safety at the March 

meeting held at Lacey's Flight Service in 
Asheville, North Carolina. Chairperson Lee 
Orr presided over the combined luncheon 
and business meeting and welcomed two 
new 99s to our ranks. Faith L. Gehweiler and 
Janice Berry have recently earned the ir 
coveted private pilot licenses and have trans
ferred their names from the 66 roster.

Speaking of our 66s, we were so pleased to 
have three from the Asheville area attend the 
meeting and report that they expect to be 
taking checkrides in the near future.

Several of our members are to be com
mended on their recent activities. Dot Penney 
spoke at Campobello-Grambling Elementary 
School to a group of fifth  graders on "The 
History of Aviation." In addition, members 
Lee O rr, Tence Rhea and Dot Penney 
recently traveled to Atlanta fo r a tour of ATC 
at De Kalb-Peachtree Airport.

by Madeline B. Kennedy

k
Florida Suncoast Chapter

We were well represented at the FAA safety 
meeting at St. Petersburg campus, USF, with 
11 members and one 66. Ann Werly was in 
charge of registration. FAA Accident Pre
vention Specialist Tom Murray, FSDO 64, 
Clearwater, introduced guest speaker Jim 
Whitley, instructor of physiological training 
and survival at the Civil Aeromedical Insti
tute, Oklahoma City. The program dealt with 
water survival. Mr. Murray presented Mary 
F le tche r w ith  Phase V W ings. Barbara 
Sierchio and Mary Creamer have earned 
Phase II Wings.

Sun 'n' Fun certainly lived up to its name the 
day we manned the Ninety-Nines tent. There 
were several 99s from other parts of the 
country stopping by to say hello, and we met 
several pilots interested in jo in ing the Ninety- 
Nines. The business meeting was followed by 
election of officers.

A lice Cutrona ta lked to the Sarasota- 
Bradenton Pilots and Associates twice about 
the Ninety-Nines, as well as about the Great 
Southern A ir Race.

by Barbara Sierchio

ALOHA CHAPTER asks: "Can you identity these 
99s?" On the Columbia Alaska Ferry coming back from 
the International Convention in August 1984 were: Joan 
Campbell (New Zealand Section); Terry Stengel. Joyce 
Malkmes and May Smith (Long Island); Rene Hirth 
(South Central Section); Muriel Guggolz and Jean 
Reynolds (Santa Fe); Joyce Harding (Greater Seattle); 
Carolyn Carpp (Western Washington); Pat Forbes, 
Nancy Stock and Betty Walsh (Golden West); Shirley 
Winn (Sacramento Valley); Stella Leis (Santa Clara 
Valley); and Lindy Boyes, Luki O'Connor and Eleanor 
Sharpe (Aloha). Hazel Bertagna (Redwood Empire) was 
also on the terry, but she missed the photo.

SOUTHWEST SECTION

Bay Cities Chapter
T he New Year was la un ched  w ith  a 

successful fly ing companion safety seminar 
in Alameda with 34 women and one brave 
man attending.

Jean T ins ley, ou r W h ir ly -G ir l, inv ited 
members to her home in Atherton in February 
fo r a delicious supper and spoke about her 
fascinating experiences with helicopter fly 
ing, her team competing with other women 
he licopter p ilo ts  in England, Russia and 
Poland, and how she came to start the first 
helicopter club of the United States. We 
welcomed Teresa Navarro, a prospective 
member, at this meeting. Teresa worked for 
NASA at Moffett Field in San Jose, and she 
recently has been living in Mexico.

Ellen Vick and husband Terry are the proud 
owners of a beautiful Stearman, which they 
are both flying with great enthusiasm.

Ann Keith, one of our new members, has 
been fly ing since right after World War II. She 
and her husband, Dick, purchased their first 
airplane in the '50s, a Cessna 140, and Ann 
acted as navigator at first. But, by 1958, when 
her husband was away for the summer, she 
decided to go fo r her license (they had a 
Navion by this time). After 46 hours within 
less than eight weeks, Ann had her license! 
She did a lot of cross-country fly ing in the 
m id-South, and especially in the Memphis 
area, picking up clo th ing buyers and flying 
them to various cities for meetings whenever 
her husband was not available to do so. This 
was in connection w ith the ir sportswear 
business. They subsequently owned several 
o th e r a irc ra ft, am ong them  a K -m odel 
Bonanza, a P-51, a Great Lakes and an E-18 
Beechcraft. Ann is a lively and vivacious lady, 
and we're glad she has joined our chapter.

Clear Lake Chapter joined us fo r our Joint 
Anniversary Luncheon Fly-In to Jonesy's at

Napa A irp o rt M arch 16. There were 40 
members and guests enjoying a delicious 
lunch, and the special treat was hearing 
Jeanne W illiams tell about fly ing her antique 
planes out of Sche llv ille  and perform ing 
aerobatics at air shows with husband Jim.

by Vonne Anne Heninger

Coachella Valley Chapter
The March 21 meeting was held at Jimsair, 

Palm S prings A irport. Chairm an Colette 
Dobkowski outlined plans fo r participation in 
the coming Gordon Bennett Balloon Race. 
The race has become an annual event in Palm 
Springs as of last May. Date for the event is 
May 4, and the 99s will have a booth with 
(among other food and refreshments) the 
exclusive privilege of selling champagne.

Vying for the 1984 Gordon Bennett trophy 
were some dozen balloonists from Austria, 
Belgium, France, Germany, Holland, Japan, 
Poland. Switzerland and the United States. 
The Gordon Bennett Balloon Race, named 
for James Gordon Bennett, was first held in 
1906 from the Gardens of Tuileries, Paris. It 
was in 1979 that the tradition of balloon races 
in Am erica was revived by Dr. Thomas 
Heinsheimer and others. This followed the 
cancellation of the race due to World War II in 
1939 after having held 26 races between 1906 
and 1938. Dr. Heinsheimer is from Palos 
Verdes Estates in southern California and is 
well known in his field and other aviation 
circles.

Following the March business meeting, 
guest speaker Dr. Thomas Zimmerman led an 
in teresting discussion on "Psychological 
Factors: Preflight C hecklist." He stressed 
attention to such danger signals in pilots as 
fatigue, distractions, boredom, poliphasics 
(doing too many things at the same time), 
feeling of pressures, anxiety (which often 
acts like a shot of adrenalin, the opposite 
being panic when nothing really gets done 
and accidents can happen), preoccupation 
and depression, which are not conducive to 
good judgment at any time, such as poor 
preparation of charts, radio, fuel, etc. He 
fu rthe r stated tha t “ look ing , seeing and 
listening" make for a good personal attitude 
toward your flying, and that self-monitoring 
and competitiveness, or peer pressure fears, 
should become a vital part of the pilot's

Planning ahead! Coachella Valley 99s meeting at 
Bermuda Dunes Airport in February to prepare chapter 
activities for spring 1985 are (standing) Jane Ellen 
Barbier. new member Diane Baxter-Silvers. Myrna 
Holub, Peggy Melilli, (kneeling) Erika Sharp. Chairman 
Colette Dobkowski and 66 Dolores Del Cerro Jane 
Ellen made the 99 banner of felt in blue, white and gold



personal checklist. Dr. Zimmerman is an 
instrument rated pilot and director of educa
tion at Eisenhour Medical Center’s Annen- 
berg Center for Health Sciences.

We have some officer changes fo r 1985. 
They include Colette Dobkowski, chairman; 
Myrna Holub, secretary; Peggy Melilli, trea
surer; new member Diane Baxter-Silvers, 
scholarship chairman; Jane Ellen Barbier, 
membership; and Eleanor Wagner, publicity 
and public relations. Another new member is 
Erika Sharp, who has her own airplane. And 
our lovely little  66, Dolores Del Cerro, is 
w ork ing toward m aking our part in the 
Gordon Bennett Race a huge success. Erika 
is m onitoring some local activities in the 
desert communities, such as a irport com 
mission meetings and other related events.

by Eleanor Wagner

Fullerton Chapter Chairman Kim Ernst presents a Forest 
of Friendship plaque to Sylvia Paoli.

Fullerton Chapter
Christmas was celebrated at the home of 

Sylvia and Pete Paoli. The highlight of the 
evening was the presentation of a plaque to 
Sylvia, honoring her placement in the Forest 
of Friendship.

We had a very successful fly-in  to Campbell 
House at Twenty-N ine Palms Airport. This is 
a “ bed and breakfast" hotel that provides a 
relaxing atmosphere, beautiful scenery and 
good food.

Fullerton won the Orange County-Fuller- 
ton fly ing competition March 16 in Hemet. 
The weather was not very good, and we won 
by default. Kim Ernst was first in power-off 
landings, and Sylvia Paoli was second in 
power-on. Our competition was the Mt. San 
Antonio College Flying Team that came out 
to judge us and wound up participating.

We have been very fo rtuna te  to have 
dedicated 66 Barbara Covell. She has volun
teered (?) to be our fly-in  reporter, edit the 
newsletter for a month, provide assistance for 
our Shirts ’n’ Skirts Air Race and fill in 
wherever needed.

Two winners from our November USPFT 
competition w ill be going to Nationals in 
June. Kevin Rice and Bob Evans are both on 
the Mt. SAC Flying Team.

Jan Nielesky spoke at Mt. SAC College 
during the National Women in History week. 
Amelia Earhart was the focal point of the talk, 
which was followed by the slide presentation, 
“ For the Fun of It."

Melanie Adair and Evelyn Craik are both 
sporting beautiful engagement rings. That 
means two more 49%ers available to help on 
our projects!

by Jan Gerber Nielesky

Monterey Bay Chapter
Our March Recruitment Potluck, held in 

Carolgene Dierolf's home and co-hosted by 
Geri Chappell, was a huge success. Vice- 
Governor Shirley Winn drove from Sacra
mento in horrible weather to tell our eight 
prospective member guests of the virtues and

fun of being a 99. The eight included five 
pilots and three student pilots. Lisa Baird, 66, 
has since received her certificate after endur
ing three w eathe r c a n ce lla tio n s  of her 
checkride ! O ther guests inc luded  Mary 
Crawford, Teresa Levandoski, Kim Madolara, 
Becky Beener, Mary Brinton and student 
pilots Frances Berry and Laura Wochoski.

March 14, after waiting out a dense fog in 
the Santa Clara and Salinas Valleys, several 
planes arrived at Hollister for the annual 
Hollister A ir Meet spot landing contest in 
honor of Verna West and Dell Hinn's mutual 
b irthday. Diana Peterson b rough t guest 
Helen Lenox from Watsonville, where the fog 
had persisted until noon, and Bobbie Garin 
came with honoree Dell from Salinas. Bobbie 
and Dell did a few spot landings on the ir early 
departure to get the plane back to Salinas, 
and Diana d idn 't do so well in her efforts to 
“ make it to the line." Verna West, on one try, 
looked like she was going to hitch a ride on an 
oil tanker headed south on 101! Jackie Petty 
walked off with the trophy — again ! Diana 
took off for Watsonville to be greeted at the 
ridgeline by a cottony white blanket of fog 
and had to request an instrument approach 
back in. C o p ilo t Helen had never been 
through an instrument approach and was 
thrilled at the prospect! She was properly 
impressed when it ended successfully with 
the airport dead ahead after breaking out at 
the minimum.

by Diana Peterson

Mt. Shasta Chapter
Spring has sprung;
the time has come to speak o l many things. 
Of carburetors, sticky valves 
and "bird-do" on the wings.
When you look outside the cockpit, 
the flowers are in bloom.
It's really very nice
to see the end o f rain and gloom.
Those of us all grounded 
when the ceiling wasn’t high 
Can now gel our wing-ed things 
and dart around the sky.

World traveler Jane LeMar is off to Japan 
for the month of April, and Chairman Nita

Cole is on an impromptu fligh t to Alaska. The 
rest of us are holding down the fort, running 
errands, making plans and generally turning 
green with envy.

In all things, usually a plane, Mt. Shasta 99s 
fly with FLAIR!

Orange County Chapter
Our first activ ity in March was air marking 

the main taxiway at Orange County Airport. 
Led by A ir Marking Chairman Joan Hill, 11 
members braved the cloudy day and finished 
in record time.

We happ ily  welcom ed form er member 
Sylvia Paoli (currently a Fullerton 99) to the 
March meeting. She spoke about allowable 
tax deductions for tax-exempt organizations. 
Sandy Glidewell hosted the evening at her 
spacious home in Orange.

New member Lorrie Hasler has joined the 
chapter — welcome!

by Adrianne O'Brien

Palms Chapter
Our March meeting speaker was pilot Dr. 

Vicki Silva, PhD, a clinical hypotherapist who 
is an accident prevention and safety coun
selor for the FAA. Dr. Silva spoke on aviation 
stress management and skill proficiency.

Our chapter had its largest turnout to date, 
plus a number of husbands and other guests. 
Since many of us live high-stress lives, we 
recognize that human behavior is the main 
cause of aircraft accidents and stress greatly 
affects human behavior.

Palomar Chapter
Who said pilots are just plane people? The 

chapter made sure San Diego/North County 
residents sprouted wings March 24! It was a 
beautiful day fo r flying, as the 99s gave 
airplane tours of the North County area.

A irp lanes tha t partic ipated included a

Palomar 99s sign up airplane riders

by Bev Tickner

CHAPTER NEWS. ETC.

After putting in a full day giving airplane rides. Palomar 99s and helpers enioy pizza



Cherokee 180 flown by Ami and 49Vier Russ 
Erickson, a Baron piloted by Syd Dolbec, a 
Cessna 180 with 49'/?ers Brad Pearson and 
J.C. Boylls at the controls, and Karen Dawes 
flying her Decathalon.

There was more than $500 in profit, most of 
which w ill be given to the AE Scholarship 
Fund, San Diego Aerospace Museum and the 
Palomar College Aviation Scholarship.

After putting in a hard day's work, we 
celebrated with pizza to bring a successful 
close to a fine day.

by Michelle M. Hertfelder

Phoenix Chapter
The team of Martie Pearce and Barbara 

Coleman was "numero uno" in the Shamrock 
Derby, sponsored by the Arizona Sundance 
Chapter. Four Phoenix Chapter teams par
tic ip a te d , and they b ro ug h t hom e fou r 
trophies. Martie and Barbara took first place; 
Ruby Sheldon and Duane Jacobson, Vivian's 
49Vter, took fifth place in the low performance 
category; Chairman Stacy Hamm and pilot 
Frank Jackson placed fourth in the high 
performance category; and Nancy Rogers 
and Pam Gorman received a leg prize trophy. 
We congra tu la te  the A rizona Sundance 
Chapter for the smooth running of a well 
organized handicap event, and we predict 
that it w ill become a popular regional race 
where contestants can hone their skills and 
test the ir aircraft capabilities on a small scale 
in preparation for major races, such as the Air 
Race Classic.

Three new members joined chapter ranks 
in February. Judith Norton has been spon
sored by Nancy Nay; Betty Kjellberg, spon
sored by Tony Petino; and Curt Tinsley, a 
fly-up from the 66 program, sponsored by 
Shirley Rogers. Ruby Sheldon was presented 
with a Certificate of Life Membership, spon
sored by her business associates. A late 
bulletin announces that 66 Barbara Teague 
became a Legal Eagle March 24.

In April 1935, the C ity of Phoenix acquired 
a small, but active, a irport on the outskirts of 
town. That fledgling air field grew up to be the 
giant Sky Harbor International Airport, rank
ing high on the list of busiest airports in the 
c o u n try . The 50th a n n ive rsa ry  o f Sky 
Harbor's affiliation with the City of Phoenix 
will be celebrated throughout 1985 with open 
houses, air shows, dinners, tours and the 
establishment of an Arizona Aviation Hall of 
Fame.

Sue Storm and Ann Newcombe, along with 
Arizona Sundance 99 Shirley Cochrane, are 
working with c ity officials on plans to honor 
pioneer women aviators. If you have know
ledge of women pilots who flew in Arizona 
before 1946, or of Arizona women who were 
active in aviation elsewhere prior to 1946, 
please contact Sue Storm, 1105 W. Elna Rae, 
Tempe AZ 85281.

by Mary Lou Brown

Sacramento Valley Chapter
Beautiful February weather brought in

creased flying activity for 99s, with weekly 
fly-ins continuing to various airports.

Several venturesome members took to the 
air on the Washington's Birthday holiday, this 
time exchanging the airplane fo ra  parachute. 
Betty Alair and daughter Mary Ben McClave, 
Corky Cronin and Kathy McCurry experi
enced tandem jumping with an instructor in

Lodi. A ll were en thusiastic , term ing it a 
memorable experience.

A large group flew up to Red B luff for lunch 
February 24, when we were joined by a group 
from Cameron Park Chapter.

There was another good turnout fo r a fligh t 
to Napa County for dinner March 9, with the 
return fligh t counting as a night proficiency 
flight. Participants included Jacqui Koukol, 
Bobbi and Walt Campbell, Sheilah and Al 
Morgan, Bonnie and Jim Neeley, Dorothy 
Erickson, Florence Breen, Isabel Warmoth, 
Audrey Thoney and Dorothy Flynn.

Corky Cronin and her instructor perform a tandem jump 
at Lodi. California

A high light of February’s general meeting 
was an exciting game of "Aviation Trivia," 
perfected by Mary Ben McClave. We expect 
more of this in the future.

Several chapter members are active in such 
public service aviation activities as Direct 
Relief Flights, Civil A ir Patrol and Sheriff's 
Aero Squadron.

Susan Maule, El Cajon Chapter, was a 
guest at the March general meeting, and she 
spoke about some of her experiences since 
serving as firs t o ffice r on a Swearingen 
Metroliner fo r Wings West.

by Dorothy Flynn

San Fernando Valley Chapter
Tony LeVier was our guest speaker at a 

special safety seminar held in conjunction 
with our regular March meeting. The room 
was filled with members, 49%ers and guests.

Since taking his first fly ing lesson at age 15, 
Tony has been involved in some phase of 
aviation, including a long tenure at Lockheed, 
which ended with his retirement in 1974. 
Currently, he is devoting much of his time 
promoting pilot safety training in all-attitude 
flying. He and his many supporters would like 
to see spin training returned to the flight 
instruction requirements fo r the private pilot 
license, to  improve p ilo t perform ance in 
unusual attitude situations.

A drawing was held at the end of the 
program, and four of our members received 
g ift certificates fo r a half-hour “ Introduction 
to  A ll-A ttitu d e  F ly in g " at the Pitts Stop 
located at Santa Paula Airport. These flights 
are provided by donations made by various 
av ia tion-orien ted organ izations and in d i
viduals who believe that this training is a way 
to prevent many aviation accidents.

We look forward to hearing about their 
flights at a future meeting.

by Doris M. Totans

San Joaquin Valley Chapter
Now that spring is on the way, we're back in 

the air. Being a chapter w ith members spread 
all over central California, we have to fly to get 
together fo r meetings and other events.

February found  Pat T itus  and Susan 
Tarabetz attending the Southwest Section 
board m eeting in Oakland. Janice Gray 
attended the C a lifo rn ia  Aviation Council 
meeting in southern California, and many 
members flew into Stockton for our monthly 
meeting. We also had a fly-in to Salinas 
February 26 during a hiatus of beautiful warm 
weather.

In March, 14 members and guests met in 
C how chilla  fo r our luncheon meeting at 
Rosie Hijos' home. Susan Maule and Aleta 
Pharris, both pilots w ith Wings West, and 99s 
with other chapters attended our meeting, 
volunteering to help w ith the upcoming flying 
companion seminar in Modesto. Our fly-in to 
Porterville for lunch at the Blue Max was 
cancelled due to weather.

We welcome new members Jean Milton of 
M odesto, and D iane H ealy and Sandy 
Houppermans of Santa Cruz. We are also 
pleased to see George Ann Garms, former 
chapter member but now a Finger Lakes 
Chapter 99, who has tem porarily moved back 
to Berkeley.

by Susan Tarabetz

Santa Clara Valley Chapter
Grace Voss and Claire Florio provided us 

with navigation tips and headings (in verse), 
but it was stric tly  “ destination unknown" for 
our March mystery fly-in . Grace and Claire 
were at the Golden Tee Restaurant at the 
Monterey Terminal to greet those pilots who 
braved choppy skies and figured out the five 
clues: Mayetta Behringer with passengers 
Dee Blum and her 49%er, Gopal; Barbara 
Murren and 49Vtrer John; Jan Moon; and Peg 
Ewert with passenger Karin Bonomo. Andrea

First and second place winners at the Hollister Air Meet 
are Jackie Petty and Evelyn Lundstrom



Nassimbene and 49'Aer Ernie caught up with 
the mystery-solvers at the halfway point, 
flying in from Watsonville.

During 1984, we delivered over one ton of 
DRI supplies, and in February of th is year we 
began working on the second ton. Helping to 
haul 823 pounds of medical supplies to Santa 
Barbara February 26 were Mayetta Behringer 
in her 182, Peg Ewert with 49%er John in their 
Bonanza, Barbara Murren with 4916er John, 
Debby Cunningham and daughter Kristen in 
Barb’s Bonanza, and in Warriors, Stella Leis 
w ith passenger W illy  G ardner, and Sue 
MacWilliamson (Gavilan Chapter) with her 
father as a passenger.

Jackie Petty won the spot landing com peti
tion at our annual Hollister A ir Meet (HAM)

March 14. Evelyn Lundstrom took second, 
and Peg Ewert was third. Seven aircraft and 
11 contestants took part. It was also the 
occasion fo ra  jo in t birthday celebration (with 
cupcakes) fo r member Verna West and Del 
H inn of M onte rey Bay C hapter. O thers 
attending from Monterey Bay were Bobbie 
Garin and Diane Peterson.

Karin Fidrych is now employed as a p ilot by 
Westair, a feeder airline.

Everything from  crockpots to wine and car 
radios went under the auctioneer’s hammer 
as we held our annual potluck supper and 
white elephant sale March 21. Proceeds will 
go to the San Jose State Flight Team.

by Kathy Pelta

Tucson Chapter
With perfect weather, our March 23-24 

poker run was a pilot's, as well as a gambler's, 
delight. Six planes loaded with 20 Ninety- 
Nines and 49'/2ers flew  to Bullhead City 
A irport, touching down at Parker along the 
way fo r an additional card. Some of the 13 
members unable to make the trip missed the 
fun, but sent their hands with friends and 
came up w ith winners. Our secretary, Aina 
Bell, gathered the best hand. She isn't saying 
how well she did in the casinos in Laughlin. 
As much fun as the casinos were the free 
rides back and forth, and up and down, the 
Colorado River.

by Jean Servaas

JLadm and, gentlemen, dart, qow entjinei...
i t

■ f lit  f a c i n g  M e u r t.

It’s Better in the Bahamas”
Get ready... get set... let’s go! It's the fifth  annual Grand Prix A ir Race 

and our f irs t in te rna tiona l com p e titio n . We are go ing to  the 
enchanting, exciting islands of the Bahamas. The Bahamas M inistry 
of Tourism and the Grand Bahama Promotion Board, sponsors of the 
race, are eagerly awaiting the arrival of the first Bahamas Grand Prix 
Air Race competitors. They are planning fun, fun, fun and more fun for 
contestants and their friends.

For those of you who may be unfam iliar w ith the Grand Prix A ir 
Race, it is open to all pilots, and it is an aircraft handicapped, cross
country race flown during daylight hours under VFR conditions for 
fixed-wing aircraft, modified and stock, with normally aspirated 
engines.

The start of this year’s race w ill be in the Chicago area with 
checkpoints at Detroit, Michigan; Rochester, New York; Washington, 
D C.; Fayetteville, North Carolina; Atlanta, Georgia; Jacksonville and 
Miami, Florida; with the destination being Freeport, Bahamas. The 
race route is designed so that all competing aircraft w ill meet in Miami 
to make a group crossing to Freeport. The Bahamas are also planning 
group fly ing fo r those who would like to explore the other islands, 
have lunch and shop.

The destination island of Grand Bahama includes Freeport, Lucaya 
and West End, often called the "P layground of the Bahamas." This is a 
modern island where you'll find spacious boulevards, wide beaches 
and ou tstand ing hotels. There is, perhaps, less of the “ c ity -  
lied" feeling than around Nassau, with more sense of space to spread 
out. A good part of the space is put to beautiful use with championship 
golf courses and tennis courts. And, of course, offshore there is 
always the sea.

Among the attractions that make Grand Bahama Island unique are 
[he International Bazaar and the Moorish design gaming center 
(nown as El Casino. The first is trying an international shopping 
;enter, where you w ill find restaurants, boutiques and wares that 
ref lect the best of the whole wide world. The latter is one of the w orld ’s 
most lavishly decorated gambling palaces, alive with the thrill of 
Dlackjack, roulette and craps, as well as slot machines.

After-dark entertainment is one of the most glittering offerings of 
Srand Bahama, and you'll find nightclubs and lounges where name 
performers appear regularly. Music runs the full range from disco to 
:he Goombay beat.

If you have never flown a cross-country air race, the Bahamas 
3rand Prix A ir Race is an ideal place to start. The combination of an 
jxciting destination, the “ First-Time Racers C lin ic" and the oppor- 
unity to hangar fly  w ith other racers can make you an avid com petitor 
(Imost overnight. The ability of first-tim e racers to compete in the 
3rand Prix is evidenced by the number of “ rookies" who have placed 
n the top 10 each year.

Come jo in us and help celebrate the fifth Grand Prix A ir Race. For 
further information, contact Marion Jayne, (312) 358-5100, and/or 
send $7 fo r your entry kit to Grand Prix A ir Race, Ltd., 1918 W. 
Banbury Rd., Palatine IL 60067.

Nutmeg Air Rally Slated
The Connecticut Chapter has scheduled the Nutmeg A ir Rally II for 

August 24 in conjunction with LISA (Long Island Sound America).
The Ninety-Nines and LISA have been friends since 1978, when the 

first a ir rally was held in conjunction with LISA. This year's event, the 
second running of the air rally, is a 300-mile contest open to all pilots. 

. male or female, in single or tw in engine aircraft. The event w ill begin 
and end at Igor I. Sikorsky Memorial Airport, Stratford, Connecticut. 
Contestants fly  a course disclosed to them the day of the event, and 
they are scored against the ir own estimates of time en route and fuel 
consumption.

LISA is a 10-day celebration, including activities on both sides of 
Long Island Sound, leading up to Labor Day. The competition will take 
contestants past many scenic areas.

For more information, contact the Connecticut Chapter, P.O. Box 
314, Fairfield CT 06430, (203) 259-1215 (daytime telephone). Entry 
kits are $3 after July 1, and the rain date is August 25.

Shamrock Derby Results
The second annual Shamrock A ir Derby, sponsored by Sundance 

99s and Earnhardt’s, was held March 16 at Stellar Airpark, Chandler, 
Arizona. It was a beau tifu l day fo r  the 400-m ile round robin, 
designated course, speed race. Nineteen aircraft competed, both high 
and low performance, and came from Riverside, Rancho Palo Verdes, 
Long Beach, Huntington Beach and Santa Ana, California, as well as 
Tucson, Phoenix, Mesa, Chandler, G ilbert and Tempe, Arizona.

Tex Earnhardt, our sponsor, participated and won the "End of the 
Rainbow" award. Other winners are listed below.

P LA C E LO W  P ER FO R M A N C E  
W IN N ER S

H IG H  P ER FO R M A N C E  
W IN N ER S PRIZES

1st Martha Pearce 
Barbara Coleman

Bob Brackett 
Wayne Bryant

$300 ♦ 40 
gallons fuel

2nd Don Hensley 
Tookie Hensley

Les Switzer 
John Cowgill

$250 ♦ 30 
gallons fuel

3rd Pat Moreland 
M ike Kramer

Wyn Hayward 
Jason Hayward

$200 ♦ 20 
gallons fuel



FOR
WOMEN
ONLY...
Sharing common goals 
and interests 
is what it’s all about — 
through participation 
and affiliations organization 
of women pilots.
If you’re a 99, 
spread the word.
If you’re not a 99 
and would like to know 
more about the organization, 
just let us know.
W e’ll also put you in touch 
with some active members 
in your area.

U a ,  9 ' d l i h t o  k n o w  m u  a J b o u i t h e ,

Name ____________________________________ __ _______________

Address----------------------------------------------------------------------- — — ------------

Phone(s) ____________________

Ratings ------------------------------------

Send to: The Ninety-Nines, Inc.
P.O Box 59965 
Oklahoma City OK 73159


