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"Oh shucks, they always ask me that."
Every woman pilot and flying student has at one time or another

been asked one certain question. And here is a miscellaneous collection
of bona fide answers from woman pilots -—  transport, limited commercial
and private —  and from women fledg'eling aviatxors to the question of:

Hov/ did you happen to take up flying?
Because it is much more fun than golf or tennis, or

swimming or any other sport - I've tried them all 
and I know.

Because flying has always fascinated me. When I saw my 
first plane at the age of four, I told my father 
I was going to buy one myself when I grewup and 
made a million dollars.

Because it is the most interesting way to make a living 
in this day and time.

Because flying is the fastest way to go places
Because it is good for an inferiority complex

And, conversely, from still another point of 
view, because it is good for a Narcissus complex. You 
can't maintain a "look at me, I'm somebody" attitude!long 
and amount to shucks as a pilot.
Because flying takes you out into the fresh air

Because I fell in love with an aviator
Because, well simply because Lindbergh flew the Atlantic
Because you get on speaking terms with the sky, and the 

wind -- and —  say did you ever fly at night?

Because there are so many interesting people in aviation

Because my brother bet me I couldn't learn
Because it's a good clean sport
Because - because - well just because it's more fun than 

anything else in the world.
Money to Fly On

Among the flecSgelings who took planes up alone for the first time 
recently were three women who are interesting for the totally dixferenu 

means by which they earn the money to pay for their flying lessons. In-
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Incidentally all three are signed up for a limited commercial pilot's 
course, which requires at least fifty hours of flying time.

One of them, Frances Brundage, teaches music, harmonic singing and 

diction to a junior group of the Neighborhood Playhouse in New York City. 

"The classes are part of a course in arts related to the theatre, and 

together with other instructors, Miss Brundage prepares the students for 

dramatic productions. She was formerly superintendent of the Civic Musi? 
Association of Chicago, and during the war, she was assistant director oj 
music for the Commissions on training camp Activities for the U.S. War 

and Navy Departments. She flies at Curtiss Field, Valley Stream, L.I., 
and hopes to take the tests for her private license before next summer.

Dorothy Lyon of Kansas City, student of the Curtiss Wright Flying 
Service at Fairfax Field, holds the very important position of office 

manager of the Consumers' Cake Bakery, and earns her flying tuition mone^ 
by supervising the machinery whereby orders for layer ckaes, pound cakes 

and cookies are taken and delivered "when promised" to Kansas Citizens 

who have, a sweet tooth.
And Beulah Unruh earns the money to fly by standing patiently in 

uniform and white apron while a customer decided whether he will have a 

cheese omelot or Virginia ham and mashed potatoes in a Child's Restauran 

somewhere on Fifth Avenue. She is one of the thousands of waitresses in 
the city where there are probably more restaurants than anywhere else in 
the world, who has found a way to turn up her nose at the sidewalks and 
the smokestacks of New York. From twelve noon to eight in the evening 
she totes a tray, thereby making it possible for her to sit in the cock
pit of an airplane on all the mornings when the weather is fine, piling 

up dual and solo hours for her limited commercial pilot's license.
Two More Flying Saleswomen and a Flying Instruetoress.

Olivia (Keet) Mathews and Mrs. Cecil (Teddy) Kenyon, who fly out of 

the Boston Airport, recently joined' the staff of Arrow Aircraft and Moto> 
Corporation as saleswomen. Miss Mathews, who was the first woman in New 

England to solo on ski.s will make her headquarters at Long Island Avia
tion Country Club, and Mrs. Kenyon will conduct her selling activities a 

the Boston Airport. Olivia Mathews is secretary-treasurer of the Woman ' i  

Wing Prop Club of New England, of which Mrs. Kenyon also is a member.

Both pilots are charter ninety»niners.
According to a dispatch from Dallas, Texas,-JUnerican-Eagle Aircraft 

Corporation of Texas will open a flying schooX.ilL.that city, which will 
have a woman's class.whose members will learn—ten-fly from a woman in- ,
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twenty-one-year-old transport pilot, who was until recently chief of 

the woman’s division at the Curtiss Wright Service base at Indianapoli

Those Looping Mildreds 
A new woman’s looping record was set up and toppled by another 

record within a month’s time. On January 31st Mildred Stinaff, 18_ 

year old pilot made forty-two consecutive loops in a plane at Akron,0. 
On February 20, Mildred Kauffman twenty-one years old transport pilot 

of Kansas City did forty-six' loops that were visible from the ground, 

and eleven more that were obscured by a haze. However only those which 
C.F.Schory, a member of the Contest Committee of the National Aero

nautic Association was able to see from the ground were counted. Prev
ious records were made by Dorothy Stocker of Houston, Texas, with 
twenty-eight consecutive loops and by Frances Harrell, formerly of 
Houston, Texas and now of Valley Stream, L.I., w ith twenty-two con
secutive loops.

Pilot’s License Notes

Two new prive te pilots and one pilot who is a fully qualified 
limited commercial pilot and should be listed as such make the re
cords for this week read: 16 transport pilots, 19 L.C. pilots and 152 
private pilots; with a total of 187 women pilots altogether.

Edna M. Coulter, former school teacher, passed her L.C.* tests 
on January 1st. She is one of the four women pilots who took their 

private license tests on one and the same day at Long Beach Municipal
Airport, Long Beach, California.

Annie Laurie Underwood, North Carolina’s second woman pilot is

now working for her limited commercial license at the Curtiss Wright 
Flying Service school at Raleigh, N.C. Last fall she won a precision 
contest in competition with a dozen men flying students.

Esther Bilstad, who teaches in the high school at Wauwatosa,Wis., 
r ecently passed her private pilot’s test at the Curtiss Wright Fly
ing Ser\rice school at Milwaukee. She flies her own plane and is act
ing as a saleswoman for Curtiss-Wright in addition to her teaching 
duties.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Whenever a woman receives her pilot's license or
incfeases her license rating this department would appreciate notifi
cation of t hat fact as soon as possible after it happens. We would 
be glad to have at the same information as to where and in what school 
she learned to fly, whether she learned to fly for fun of flying or 
because she plans to earn her living at flying or in some phase of 
aviation, how long it took her to solo, what her occupation is, if any, 
her age, and any other vital statistics she or a representative of her 
flying school may care to send in.


